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CHAPTER I 

SWITZERLAND 1846, AND LETTERS 1846^7 

Jeurml kept in Manuseript-hek of “ Printest " 

(“Oime down, O maid, from yonder mountain height” 
was written during this tour among the Alps) 

1846. Went on a tour to the Isle of Wight 
and in August to Switzerland with Edward 
Moxon. 

August 2nd. Up at 4 to go by “ Princess 
Maude.” Picturesque sunrise from the pier. 
Bruges. Englishman with moustache told us of 
festival at Bruges. I go down into fore-cabin 
and get the very worst breakfast I ever hid 
in my life. Arrival at Ostend. Order from 
^elgian king that no passports need be shown. 
Inhuman conduct and supereri^to^ fury of 
porters. We lose our presence of tnind and run 
for it, but there is plenty of time. Arrive at 
Bruges, walk to Hdtel de Bl^, recommended by 
moustached Englishman, missing the conveyance 
thitherward, which, marked with gilt letters 
Fleur de Bl^, rolls by us as we near our hotel. 

T. II I ■ 



SWITZERLAND i»4t> 

Gr^t rejoicings of the people and hero-worship 
of Simon Stevin,^ S on the banners, and names, 
busts and statues of all the Flanders great n)en, 
statesmen, sculptors, poets, etc. in an inner square 
within the great square. Horsemen riding in a 
circle for prize. High tower and clock in great 
square, picturesque groups in Cathedral, motioned/ 
from the seats we had taken opposite pulpiX, 
depart to F. de Bl^, dinner iii salle — aflecfied 
Englishwoman whom I took for Beige or 
German opposite, hot nervous night with me. 
Man “ hemmed ” overhead enough to shake the 
walls of Jericho. 

August yd. Off to Grand H6tel de Flandre, 
monkey, pleasant folk, commissionaire, phar- 
macien and opticien. J. Arteveld’s house, town- 
hall very fine, mus^e not good, go to Louvain, 
Hdtel de Su^de, new town-hall, old caf(6, row of 
poplars, nervous night. 

August 4/4. Off to Li^ge, two sons of Sir 
Robert Peel, H6tel d’Angleterre good, money 
changed, too soon for rail which came very late, 
pretty scenery, Chaudefontaine, old man anch 
little boy, railway bordered with young acacia^ 
Cologne, Hdtel de Cologne, rooms overlooking 
moonlit Rhine, hotel full of light and festival, 
pillaring its lights in the quiet water, bridge 
of boats, three steamers lying quietly below 
windows, not quite four hours’ sleep. 

^ Born in the sixteenth century at Bruges, and a great mathe- 
matician and mechanic* 


2 



w TOUR IN SWITZERLAND 
too narrow for te length. 

“Caspar and ^'''''“’^•hlfb^Md-breasted Rhine, 
Carie to Cotegae on th^^ 

l“^;^e«fb« die wonder of the world. 

Emlirk. *' '^d«k*er^“*'^°T bT“^ 

horrid row, king of HoU » Coblentz ^ h^te- 
Rheinischerhof, stupid cr the bridge 

m‘“ it was 1»"| *«*'"■ 

to the Cheval us in the river. 

*Uf hridee opening iswn . three 

August 6/A, off about language 

PrawS departed at MainMelk ^p„„„s among 

«ith Germans,^^ oW ^/Hdtel de remope. 

,u ffi' %”si^Ca^S^a.‘ -e ma^ 

fTSl B«le? Three KinP, 8t«^.‘J^^ 
S; rtng ^ offby 

to whom t H j 



SWITZERLAND 1846 

IVufiam Telly %oxxy to lose *her, see Righi and 
Pilatus in the distance, walk before diligence 
but get in again, pass bridge over swift gr^en 
stream, bureau, go to Schweizerhof, room at top 
of house, look out in the night and see the lake 
marbled with clouds, gabble of servants, bad 
night. { 

August ()th. Walk up the hill above the 
town, churchyard, innumerable gilt crosses, go 
to a villa, lie on the grass, return a different way 
from M., cross a part of the lake, walk back. 

August loth. Strolled about the painted 
bridges, M. met his friend, we bought Keller’s 
map, off by 2 o’clock steamer to Weggis, hired 
a horse up the Righi, looked over and saw the 
little coves and wooded shores and villages 
under vast red ribs of rock, very fine, dismissed 
my horse at the Bains where we entered with 
an Englishman and found peasants waltzing, 
gave two ftancs to boy who had ordered beds, 
summit, crowd of people, very feeble sunset, tea, 
infernal chatter as of innumerable apes. 

Augus( I ith. Sunrise, strange look of clouds 
packed on the lake of Egeri, far off Jungfrau' 
looking as if delicately pencilled. Rossberg, 
Kiissnacht, breakfast, Mgan to descend at 9, 
strange aspect of hill, cloud, and snow, as if the 
mountains were on fire, watch the clouds 
opening and shutting as we go down,.« and 
making framed pictures of the lake, etc., long 
hot descent, dined at Weggis, landlady takes me 
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i«4« < RETURN TO ENGLAND 
• 

oat to select Uve fish for dinner^ I sm too tender- 
hearted so we go without fish, boat touches, off to 
FlftelcOjVery sleepy,* carriage road to Italy, TcU’s 
chapel, go in to church, return to Sweizerhof. 

August 1 2 th. Lake, guide and boat to 
Alpnach, hire voiture up the vale of Samen, 
walk a little before, get in, nothing very remark- 
able, arrive at Lungem, pretty green Alpine 
** thal ” shut in with steep cliflfs, one long water- 
^11, jolly old Radical who abused Dr. Arnold, 
over the hills to Meyringen, home (after having 
seen Lauterbrunnen and the Bernese Alps, the 
best things in the tour). 


To Edward FitzGerald 

Chbltbnham, Ntn . la/A, 1846. 

Well, Moxon went to Switzerland ; saw 
Blanc, he was very sulky, kept his nightcap on, 
doffd it one morning when I was knocked pp 
out of bed to look at him at four o’clock, the 
glance I gave did not by any means repay me 
tor the toil of travelling to see him. Two other 
things I did see in Switzerland, the stateliest bits 
of landskip I ever saw, one was a look down on 
the valley of Lauterbrunnen while we were de- 
scending from the Wengeni Alp, the other a 
view ' of the Bernese Alps : don’t think that I 
am going to describe them. Let it suflice that 
I was so satisfied with the size of crags that 
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LETTERS 1846-47 


1846 


jfoxon being gone on before in vertigo and 
— on the arm of the guide) I laughed by 
I was Miti^ed with' the size of crags, 
ntains, great mountains disappointed me. 
■M I called on Didkens at Lausanne who 
pry hospitable, and gave us biscuits (a 
lipary on the Continent, not such as are 
" ^illd, soft, but hard and unsweet) and a 
jf^Liebfraumilch, which is being interpreted 
Snis lac,” as I dafe say you know, 
aave just got "Festus ; order it and read. 
You will most likely find it a great bore, but 
there are r<^ly very grand things in Festus. 

^ Ever thine, A. T. 



Letters to Mrs. Burton {the •wife of the patron 
<f Dr. Tennyson's living of Somershy) 

Ttutdayy Nm. 24/A [1846}. 

•My dear Mrs. Burton, 

Nothing could be sweeter than Cathy’s ] 
Somersby violets, and doubt not but that I shall,' 
keep them as a sacred treasure. The violets of 
one’s native place gathered by the hands of a 
pure innocent child must needs be precious to 
me^ and ii|dee 4 I would have acknowledged the 
receipt of them and sent her a thousand -loves 
and Kisses before now, but there were several 
reasoiM why^I did not write which it is of no 
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[si 4 r LETTERS TO MR& ETOTON 

use trrabling you wkh ; only 1 ]»«y you 
her fiwr me very tweedy on up tnd chedc^ 
foii^ead, and anure her of my gradtudt^^ 
love all childroi, hut 1 loved litm 
excellence by a kind of instinct whtm I i^|i| 
first. Do as you choose about the ndi ** 
but 1 am told that you have had illness 
house and it would make me uncoi 
to cause you any kind of trouble. I 
in Loi^on on a visit to a friend of 
6 Micluiel’s Grove, Brompton. People fike and 
dine me every day but 1 am somewhat unw^ 
and out of ^irits : meanwhile 1 trust tha| your 
own health is improved, and thai you are 
prosperous and happy. Farewell and bdiieve me 
Ever yours truly, A. TaNUyipN. 


10 St. Jambs* Squaes, JtM , s/ik, 1847. 

My dear Mrs. Burton, 

The miniatures which you have mnt 
we will treasure as precious memorials of Our 
jshortlived acquaintanceship: not that th^ do 
either you or the child full justira. Natme, 
without doubt, has been much more bountiful to 
you both than the artist : however the portraits 
are not unlike and moreover w^<4|kahited. I 
am *4007 to learn from some fira|^»aats of yoiu* 
letter to Emily, which she read to me, that you 
are not altogether satisfied with the wmld about 
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UiTT^fi tf 46 ^ i&n 

you.' Pray keep up your spirits in the" wilder- 
of, Xincolnshire* I trust .that we shall all 
^ecs again* and nariuiwhile may your New Ypar 
ha happ^r. Tfidy do I wish it may be so. You 
know lyise that oiir haj^iness lies in our 

QW%4^ds : mereforeyio you make the best 

for the sake of 

l^ipll^ and .chihheni but of your friends here* 
w^i'll^ in tha hope of re-seeing you* among 
whaln count upon myself as ever yours* 

A. Tennyson. 


iWlY DE,^ Miu. Burton* 

I am voy much grieved that your 
l^ier R^p^ed um so late. I had left Umbcrslade 
^d #a8 visiting at two or three places in 
Vr as I had given orders for any 

l^r th^ c^e to be forwarded to Cheltenham, 
I have only just now on arriving received yours. 

I shall be very happy to be god-^ther to your 
Utde one, and so I am sure wiB * Charles ; he is 
hern bntjjdn town* but he shall 'be written to 
I0|id^| .and.4here is no doubt of his compliance 
kind and flattering proposal*: only^ 
take his consent jR>r granted* as it is 
nwprimble ^r os or you to receive an answer 
bciope thc'limo specined ; nor for many reasons 
issi»„,cith*W?<hn, or 4, attend in person ; 1 am sorry 
» happenea. Call your child 
Alfohd^if you will ; he was bom in the 
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house, perhaps the same chamber, at myidb^^eitd 
I trust he is ^sttned te a luudpitf 
mipe has been, poor little hdleur I Oi¥e hhtt A 
kiss for his god-fiither, md cibittib !€2ithT 
violets <whi<m I s or ^ 

one do^ not leai^'^iiBiia^h,' s^ ~ 

dozen. I am glad diud y<»i» P|cN|" 

The papm spoke dm trutlK^ebt^ ^l 
but th^ fibbed udien thw said 'did 
to publ^. What vir(Hil^^ ld#liie^ef ibait iii a 
general election 1 I ||et|nri^ag 
to save the Northern ; post, so f fajd you 



good-bye. 




a Jamm* 8v 4 n u M u a m iesfi 


My dear Mrs. Burton, 

I have sent a silver mip 
godson. I had intended to have seat it 
long nuuith ago, but somehow or other l.|tbdit 
days dip on ^fhout doing so fisi <dfi» 1 
his pardon, uddch he must grant Jae #'! 

^ babble. I trust that ytm 
cup at the same time with this kcier. 
that you are well and happy duiiii# 
weather which makes me mysc^fi#iinqr 
Out (d* smoky London. Bert love lb 4^ dear 
little, violet-girl, and believe me deur 

Mrs. Burton, 

Yours tmif, A. Tiionrsoi^ 




USTTIRS 1846-47 


Letters to Mrs. Hewitt 

[*846.3 

My dear Mrs. Howitt, 

The day you mention was at least as 
^pleasant to myself as to you ; one, indeed, not 
easily to be forgotten. Clapton is henceforth to 
be ronembered with higher and other than 
cockney associations, it is no longer the London 
suburb but the home of Mary Howitt. As for 
the morning dresses, did I notice them? if I did, 
what matter ? they were a compliment to myself. 

Your book from Longman has not yet 
arrived ; but when it does, since (however you 
may please to depreciate beforehand) it must 
have something of you about it, I will give it a 
hear^ welcome and my best attention. 

I got your letter yesterday, and I have had so 
much to do in the interim that I have merely 

g lanced over the extracts. They seem to me to 
e very clever and full of a noble i pth-co®*'*^" 
ism (u you will admit such a word), but 
whether not too fantastic, if considered as an 
explanation of the Mosaic text, may I think 
admit of doubt. Mo&nwhile 1 hail all such 
attempts as heralding a grander and more liberal 
state of opinion, and consequently sweeter and 
nobler modes of living. There was no more sea^ 
sap St. John in Revelation. I wonder ..your 
fhend did not quote that : perhaps he does in 
some other part of his b<Mk. I remember 



tM LETTER TO MART HOWITT 

reading that when a chUd, and being al^e to 
reconc^e myself to a futuK when there should 
berno more sea. 

I am going up to Cambridge to-morrow 
to be present at the commemoration of the 
founding of Trini^ College 300 years 
There is to be a g^t dinner in Hall, and at J 
have got a special invitation from my old Tirtoi^ 
now tlto Master, 1 am going ; the aand is die 
dinner-day. I have just left myself time to get 
there ; think of me to-morrow night as paning 
within two or three miles of you on the Eastern 
C. R., perhaps not so far, and again sweeping 
back a day or two after on my return yet not 
able to stop, divers duties calling me home with 
voices of undeniable authority. 1 ougiil not to 
go at all but old recollections drag How- 
ever sometime betwixt the death of Spring and the 
birth of Summer I do hope to see you once more. 

I partly guess your mysterious request. Mr. 
Howitt’s surprise at the hyacinths is a very 
pretty household picture. I wish that yiNS 
Englanders dealt more in such wmbols, that we 
.drest our affections up in a littfo more po^:al 
costume : real warmth of heart woiud lose 
nothing, rather gain by it. At it is, our 
manners are as cold as the walls of our churches. 
Good-bye, dear Mrs. Howitt, say everything 
kind for me to husband and oaughter and 
trust me 

Yours ever, A. TBmnrsON* 

It 



LETTERS 1^46-47 


1846 


to Sr. Jamis’ Sovakk, Cheltenham. 

Nev . 19/A. 

Dear Mrs. Howitt, 

Your kind letter gave me very sincere 

P leasure, and I shall be most happy to meet 
Ir. Dempster under your roof virhen I come to 
town. I did not hear the Hutchinsons* when 
they were in England and I regret it I am 
sure Abby must have sjing divinely for every one 
says she did. I can scarce help fancying that 
the female voice is more suited by nature to the 
singing of such poems than any man’s, but I am 
wrong, for you tell me that Mr. Dempster sjngs 
quite as exquisitely as Abby. I should have 
been in town before now but several little 
matters have occurred to hinder me. Among 
other things I sent an invitation to the German 
poet, Freiligrath : he has translated some of 
my po«ns and he sent me his book thro* my 
publisher : the letter to Moxon was dated from 
Mrs. Leigh’s, Clapton Pond ; do you know 
sudh a person ^ I have got no answer and I am 
|>uzzlea by his silence. Perhaps he may not be 
in England, after all, but every time the postman 
knock| I expect to hear from him and that he 
is cbmihg. I will send you word of my arrival 

itt tbwn. . „ 

A. T. 

biollim and one titter (Abby) wbo were noted tinkers* 
T^^.^ciyiie New Hampshire, and were Yigoroat advocates of 
^|i^J|ttMiaipation of the Slaves. Mott of their songs were on this 
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1^47 LETTERS TO MOWN 


Letkrs io Edward Mtitm 


{Afttr the tour m Smtfserlamt^ ^ 


My dear Moxon, 

1 got YfHir parcel and blud>dl 
momii^ and a letter mnn a man who seema 
deserving and in difficulties ; he has adced me |o 
lend him four pounds, which I have promised 
to gkx him, and referred him to you. So let 
him hive that sum if he calls with my letter : 
his name is R. C. W. 

Ever yours, A. TiMirtrsoN.* 


Second wit to Dr. Gutifs water-cart 

Umsikilaoe Haul, Bieminohai^ 1847. 

Tuisddif Efiitmm. 

My dear Moxon, 

I wish you would make up your mind 
to come down on Saturday and see me here. 
You could come down by the ea^fcss «i I dU 
in three hours to Birmineham, and any of the 
pabs at the sution would bring you on : here is 
a Hall in a pleasant park, and you would be all 
the better for a Sunday’s mouthful of helb air. 
We can give you a bea here and you shotd4 do 
just as you like. I want to talk with you. I 

** VbeBerer my litenry mao "dmenriSg and bi dUeSlilsa'' 
^Hed to turn for money, he alwayi en d e a wi f ed to hd|j^iU% 
To the d<qr of hii death he continocd ddt pfieiico. «> - 
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LETTERS 1846-47 18^7 

find^ it very difficult to correct proofs under the 
treatment,^ but you shall have them all back 
with you on Monday ; don’t show them to 
people. I have not at all settled whether I shall 
publish them now or in the Autumn, yet an 
Edinburgh paper mentions that I have a poem 
in the press. Confound the publicities and 
gabblements of the 19th century ! Now, I 
hope you will come. If you do, bring two 
copies of my poems with you, two persons in 
this house want them ; if you don’t come (but 
I hope you will) send two. The printers are 
awful zanies, they print erasures and corrections 
too, and other sins they commit of the utmost 
inhumanity. Come ! Send a line first. 

Yours ever, 

A. Tennyson. 


1 From Umberslade my father writes to Mrs. Russell : “They 
tell me not to read, not to think ; but they might as well tell me 
not to live. 1 lack something of the woman’s long-enduring 
patience in these matters. It is a terribly long process, but then 
what price is too high for health, and health of mind is so involved 
with health of body. ... I wish you could find time in the course 
of the summer to come over and see us. We should be so happy 
to sec you. We expect my mother from Scotland in a few dap’ 
time. She comes as far as Birmingham with Cecilia and the 
Professor [Lushington]. The two latter go on to Park House, 
Lushington’s seat near Maidstone ; and Charles goes to bring my 
mother here. Of her kindness and true-heartedncss 1 am sure you 
never had any doubt, and therefore I need not say anything of the 
joyful welcome she would give you. She has been much grieved 
just with the loss of her cousin, Mr. Wheeldon of N|arket 
Street near St. Albans. A purer Christian, a better man;* never 
lived. He was tike her, for he had not a touch of gall in his 
wlnde nature. Peace be with him.” 

14 



iW LETTER TO RAWN8LEY 


To Rev, T. H. Ravnuky 

Park Hovsb, MAiovrowB. 
i6<A, 1847. 

My dear Rawnsley, 

Many thanks for your very kind letter, 
which was grateful to me as showing that I am 
not forgotten amongst you ; not that I wanted 
any proof of that, but still it is pleasant to have 
assurance doubly sure. You would have been 
answered before had I not been away from 
home, lying sick of more than one ailment at a 
friend’s chamber in the Temple, from whence 
the other day I came on here partly for change 
of air and partly because I had promised to pay 
a farewell visit to my brother-in-law’s brother, 
Harry Lushington. He is going out to Malta 
as secretary to the Maltese government, a post 
of (I believe) about £, 1 500 a year and one which 
he is quite clever enough to occupy with credit 
to himself ; but being a man of feeble stamina 
he is afraid of the climate and altogether down 
in the mouth about it, so 1 came to see the last 
of hini- before he went, and do my best to set 
him up. I am much grieved to near of your 
rheumatism. I fear this bitter April is very 
unfivourable and the east wind wnich comes 
sweeping from the sea over your marshy to 
Halton. H. L. goes some time next week, and 
till then I must Im here, so that I fear that what 

*5 



LETTER:S j 846>47 t*47 

witH this and my illness a journey into Lincoln- 
shire so as to catch all your “clan” in full 
conclave is quite impossible. Well, I can’t hplp 
it, I love my old friends as much as ever ; recent 
friendships may be broken thro’ but old ones 
early-made are a part of one’s blood and bones. 
[ say my old friendships are as dear as ever, but 
:hat you must accept this protestation in lieu of 
my personal presence and not be hard of faith 
but believing. 

Give my kindest love to each and all of the 
“ old familiar faces,” and 

Believe me always yours truly, 

A. Tsknyson. 

To Mrs, Russell 

10 St. Jambs’ Sqdarb, Chbltbnham. 

Saturday evening. [Undated.] 

My dearest Aunt, 

I have received your welcome note 
and cheque and had hoped to have a better 
account of your eyes. Those “ animals ” * you 
mention are very distressing and mine increase 
weekly : in fret I almost look forward with 
certainty to being blind some of these days. 
1 Kave however no sort of ini^^unmation to 
complain of, it is all failing nerve. I have no 
^e^t opinion of the salubrity of Leamin^on, 
a|td as mr this place it is often as muggy' and 

^ Mmioi 
i6 



ii4i LETTER TO MR& RUSSELL 

turlHd as London itself. “ Much conipaii|^ "luid 
after-dinner **talk of roads,** etc. are iKMt flAUch 
in your favour, but why do all English comtry 

f ;entlemen talk of dogs, horses, roads, cit^ etc. t 
t is better after all than affecting Art and 
Feeling : they would make a poor hand of that, 
though jfou tried to help them out. 1 wish they 
would be a little kinder to the poor. 1 would 
honour them then and they might talk what 
they would. But I am rambling and moreover 
getting personal on the squires, which perhaps I 
nave no business to do, for, as Hamlet says, 
use every man after his deserts and who shall 
>cape whipping ? ” With respect to the non- 
publication of ^ose poems * which you mention, 
it is partly occasion^ by the consioerations you 
>peak of, and partly by my sense of their present 
imperfectness ; perhaps they will not see the 
light till I have ceased to be. 1 cannot tell but 
I have no wish to send them out yet. Emily 
wished us to remember her kindly to you 
when she was here. She has been visiting the 
Lushingtons in Kent, and is now with the 
Hallams at Clifton. I wonder whether you can 
read this scrawl, my pen is an old steel one in a 
state of hopeless splittage and divarication. Y^u 
miist forgive me for not ans#erin^ you before.* 
t have no excuse to oflier and 1 fling myself on 
• 

^ Fnbtblr ^in Menortsm." 

* He Mid he could not devote himtelf to hit work tnd write 
letteri ilto^ lo he give up writing to friendt and relitioni* 

T. II 17 
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iijgTTERS 1846-47 

ypifr ni^cy. Do you know, I don’t write ev« 
a note once in three months. I never can g( 
myself set down to write, and I am in arreai;; < 
correspondence with all the world. Good-by( 
deafest Aunt. Mother, sisters etc. send lots c 
love to you and Emma. 

Always affectionately yours, 

A. Tennyson. 

P.S, Have you read Miss Martineau or 
MesPaerism in the Athenaum (two of them) e 
I have got them and if you like I will send therr 
to you. They are very •wonderful. 

In 1846 the fourth edition of the Poems was 
published : and, having been bitterly attacked 
by Lvtton Bulwcr because Peel had placed him 
on tne Pension list, my father contributed to 
Punch the 01^ personal satire he ever wrote, 
“The New Timon and the Poets,” February 
28th ; followed by an “ After-thought,” ‘ March 

7th. About these poems he left a note : 

• 

“ I never wrote a line against any one but Sir 1 
Edward Lytton Bulwer. His lines did not 
move me to do so. But at the very timo he was 
writing or had written these he was visiting 
cousins, the d’Eyncourts, and said to them, 

‘ How much I should like to know your cousin 
Amred ’ ; and I, going into a book-club in, the 
town %hore I was then living, found a liews- 

> pvbliihed iftetwudt under the title of “Idtenvr SqnehUet.” 

18 



^7 “A jEu 0»Bawtrr” 

paper turned up and fidded to could 

not miss, *See how Sir Edwtfd tid^ up the 
pqptasters and their patnms.* The |th 

aignifidant paper, and the purpoie 
it had been set before jne, provoked me. I ttw 
afterwards a letter which he wrote to my friend. 
John Forster. Moreover, he stated in a note 
that I belongc^ to a veiy rich familp. The 
younger son, his friend, who had inherited was 
rich enough, but the elder branch was abut out 
in the cold, and at that time I had scarce 
anything. Moreover, I remembered (iitt he haa 
said * If a man be attacked, let him atlack.’ 

Wretched work. Odium literarium." 

My father added : “ I never sent my lines to 
Punch. John Forster did. Thev were too 
bitter. I do not think that I should ever have 
published them." 


A jeu d esprit 

(Written about this period for Miw Bradahaw, abter of Heniy 
Bnulahair, afterwardi Unirersity Librarian at Ouibri<%e) 

Because she bore the iron name 
Of him who doomed the kii» to die, 

I deemed her one of stately frame 
And looks to awe the standers by. 

But found a maiden tentfor, shy. 

With fair blue eyes and winning sweet, 
‘And longed to kiss her hand and lie 
A thousand summers at hM* foet 
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CHAPTER 11 

“THE PRINCESS" 

Maybe wikkat dnum 
Are but the needful prdudea of the truth. 


O lift your naturea up : 
Embrace our aims : work out your fteeliim i 


There are thouaamb now 
Such women, but convention beats them down ( 

It is but bringing up { no more than that 


“law God made the woman (or the man. 

And for the good and increase of the srorlA” 

“ Parson," and I, “you pitch the pipe too low." 

What some one called the ** herald-mdbdy " of 
the higher education of women, ** The PrirtceM,” 
mostly written in Lincoln's Inn Fields, was 

? ub|[ished in 1847, I^den 

W " was add^ to the Poem. TwWiject of 
“ The Princess,” my hither believed, was original, 
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and certainly the story is full of original incident, 
humour ana &ncy.* ** 

It may have suggested itself when the project 
of a Women’s College was in the air,* or it may 
have arisen in its mock»^heroic form from a 
•Cambridge joke, such as he commemorated in 
these lines, which I found in one of his old MS. 
books : 

The Doctor* s Daughter. {Unpublished) 

Sweet Kitty Sandilands, 

The daughter of the doctor, 

We drest her in the Proctor’s bands. 

And past her for the Proctor. 

All the men ran from her 

That would have hasten’d to her. 

All the men ran from her 

That would have come to woo her. 

Up the street we took her 
As iar as to the Castle, 

Jauntily sat the Proctor’s cap 
And from it hung the tassel. 

As for the various characters in the poena, 
thi^ give all possible views of Woman’s higher 

* Sir WilHin Rowan Hantilton, the great inatheBiatician,.%aid : 

** it de^ly WMaei on my reSecthm how much wiser a bMk is 
Tenimon's Prbuttt than my Qmamdtmt." 

* He talked over the plan the poem with my mother.in 1839. 
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i '«47 great social questions 

education; and as for the heroine herself the 
Princess Ida, the poet who created her considered 
her as one of tm noblest among his women. 
The stronger the man or woman, the more of 
the lion or Uoness untamed, the greater the man 
or woman tamed. In the end we see this, 
lioness-like won^ subduing the elements of her 
humanity to that which is highest within her, 
and recognizing the relation in which she stands 
towards the order of the world and toward 
God— 

A greater than all knowledge beat her down. 

His friends report my father to have said, 
that the two great social questions impending in 
England were “the housing and education of 
the poor man before making him our master, 
and the higher education of women ” ; and that 
the sooner woman finds out, before the great 
educational movement begins, that “woman is 
not undevelopt man, but diverse,” the better it 
will be for the progress of the world.’ 

* Dawson, the Canadian editor of “The Princest,” writea s “At 
dme df the pablication of * The Princett’ the tarfice-thooght 
of England was intent solely upon Irish famines, corn-laws and 
free-ti^e. It was only after many years that it b^ame conKious 
of anything being wrong in the position of women. • . * No doubt 
such ideas were at the time ^in the air* in £n|;land, bu^ the 
dominant, practical Philistinism scoffed at them as * ideas’ banished 
to America, that refuge for exploded European absurdities.” 

[I 'believe the ViuiUaHnt of th$ JUghs of Wmom by Mary 
(Wollstonecraft) Godwin (1792) ffrvt turned the attention of the 
people of England to the ^ wrongs of women.”] 
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There have not been wanting those who have 
deemed the varied characters and imagery of the 
po^m wasted on something of a fairy tale withput 
the fairies.^ But« in this instance as in others 
involving the supreme meaning and guidance of 
life* a parable is perhaps the teacher that can 
n^ost surely enter in at all doors: 

Jt was no mere dramatic sentiment, but one 
of my father’s strongest convictions of the true 
relation between man and woman, which im- 
pelled him to write : 

Let this proud watchword rest 
Of equal ; seeing either sex alone 
Is half itself, and in true marriage lies 
Nor equal, nor unequal : each fulfils 
Defect in each, and always thought in thought. 
Purpose in purpose, will in will, they grow. 

The single pure and perfect animal. 

The two-cell’d heart bating, with one full stroke, 
Lifb. 

* And if woman in her appointed place “ stays 
all the fair young planet in her hands,” she may 
be well content, she has space enough to 

Burgeon out of all 
Within her-— let her make herself her own 
To.givp or keep, to live and learn and be 
'AUtlliat not harms distinctive womanhoodL 

^ ptragnpht are bated oa what mj fiitlier said 
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i »47 A TEST OF MANHOOD 

She must train hmelf to do the large ihoik 
that lies before her, even though she maf^iot 
be.de8tined to be wife or motive, cultivating nw 
understanding not her memory (mly, her imagina* 
tion in its highest phases, her inborn spirituality 
and her sympat% with all that is pure, noble 
and beautiful, rather than mere social accomplish- 
ments ; then andt then only will she further the 
progress of humanity, then and then only men 
will continue to hold her in reverence. 

On the other hand one of the poet’s main 
tests of manhood is “ the chivalrous reverence ” 
for womanhood. 

To love one maiden only, cleave to her. 

And worship her by years of noble deeds, 
Until they win her ; for indeed I know 
Of no more subtle master under heaven 
Than is the maiden passion for a maid. 

Not only to keep down the base in man. 

But teach high thought and amiable words. 
And courtliness and the desire of fame. 

And love of truth, and all that makes a man. 

He would say, ** I would pluck my hand from 
'a man - even if he were my greatest hero, or 
dearest friend, if he wronged a woman or told 
her a lie.” 

After 1847 *‘The Princess” undefwait con- 
sidiwable alterations. The second edition was 
published in 1848 with a few amendments, aOd 
dedicated to Henry Lushingttm, but in 1850 a 
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third edition appealed with omissions and many 
id<i ^ions, and notably six songs were introduced, 
wmcb help to express more clearly the meaning 
of ** the medley.” 

These songs 

The women sang 
Between the rougher voices of the men. 
Like linnets in the pauses of the wind. 

In 1851 the “weird seizures” of the Prince 
were inserted. His too emotional temperament 
was intended from an artistic p^nt of view to 
onphasize his comparative want of power. 
♦* Moreover,” my father writes, “ the words 
* dream-shadow,* ‘were and were not* doubtless 
refer to the anachronisms and improbabilities of 
the story : compare the prologue. 

Seven and yet one, like shadows in a dream, 
and V. 466, 

And like a flash the weird aflfection came, 

I 8eem*d to move in old memorial tilts. 

And doing battle with forgotten ghosts, 

Tb dream myself the shadow of a dream.’* 

“ It taky be remarked that there is scarcely 
anyd^lg in the story which is not prophetically 
glanced at in the. prologue.” My father added : 
** It is true that »^xmie of the blank verse in thu 
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i&i; BLANK VERSE 

poem is among the best I ever wrote 
passages as : 

Noi peace she look’d— the Head : bat rising up 
Robra in the long night of her deep hair, so 
To the open window moved, remaining there 
Fixt like a beacon-tower above the waves 
Of tempest, when the crimson-rolling eye 
Glares ruin, and the wild birds on the light 
Dash themselves dead. She stretch’d her arms 
and call’d 

Across the tumult and the tumult fell ; 

« 

and as this description of a storm seen from 
Snowdon : 

As one that climbs a peak to gaze 
O’er land and main, and sees a great black cloud 
Drag inward from the deeps, a wall of night. 
Blot out the slope of sea from verge to shore. 
And suck the blinding splendour From the sand. 
And quenching lake by lake, and tarn by tarn, 
Expunge the world ; 

and as these lines from the last canto : 

Look ujp, and let thy nature strike on mine. 

Like yonder morning on the blind half-world ; 
Approach and fear not ; breathe upon my brows; 
In that fine air I tremble, all the past ^ 

Mel^ mist-like into this bright hour, and this 
. Is mom to more, and all the rich to-come 
Reels, as the golden Autumn wt^odland reels 
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Atlj^wait the smokeof burningweeds. Forgive me, 
1 Waste my heart in signs : let be. My bride. 
My wife, my life. O we will walk this world, 
Yoked in all exercise of noble end. 

And so thro* those dark gates across the wild 
That no man knows. 

For smpk rhythm and vowel music he con- 
sidered his “ Come down, O maid, from yonder 
mountain height,” written in Switzerland (chiefly 
at Eauterbrunnen and Grindelwald), and descrip- 
tive of the waste Alpine heights and gorges, and 

the. ..sweet, rich valleys below, as amongst his 
^ most successful work'* But by this phrase he 
meant no more than that he felt he had done his 
best :, tbero was no tinge of vanity in it. To 
pm 'h|4' dwn poetry in favourable comparison 
with, that of otfiers was never in his mind. 

He mid i^t^ “The passion of the past, the 
aHdie^ iu the transient, was expressed in * Tears, 
idle Teats,’ which was written in the yellowing 
autumn>tide at Tintern Abbey, full for me of its 
bygone memories. know that it is a blank 

vme lyric.” He thought that my uncle Charles* 
sonnet of ** Time and Twilight had the same 
sort of myttic, damoi^h &eling. 

The only song. in “The Princess” approved 
by FitzGerald was “ ISlow, Bugle, Blow,” com- 
memiMrating echoes at KiUamey.* 

i 'Whvti my there • boetmen raid te him, ^ So 

yhiM^Oidh'SeaBifliih aAt breaiht the nmney to the place ■ 
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tih NOTES ON “THE PRINCESS” 


“ That is one of Fitz’s crotchets,” FitzGe^d 
said to me in 1876, “and I am considered a 
great heretic, because like Carlyle I gave lip 
all hopes of him aftef *The Prince^.’” He 
wrote once, and repeated for me in his MS. 
notes, that none or the songs had “the old , 
champagne flavour,” adding, “Alfred is the same 
magnanimous, kindly delightful fellow as ever, 
uttering by far the finest prose-saying of any one.” 
Nothing either by Thackeray or by my father 
met FitzGerald’s approbation unless he nad first 
seen it in manuscript. 

The following notes on “ The Princess ” were 
left by my father : 

In the Prologue the “Tale from mouth to 
mouth” was a game which I have more than 
once played when I was at Trinity College, 
Cambridge, with my brother undergnuhiates. 
Of course, if he “ that inherited the tale ” had 
not attended very carefully to his predecessors, 
there were contradictions ; and if the story were 
’ historical, occasional ana^onisms. In defence, 
what some have called the too poetiod 
passages; it should be recollected that tne poet 
of the party was requested to “ dress the tale up 
poetically,’^ and he was full of the “ gallant and 
heroic chronicle.” Some of my ronarfcs on 
passages in the “ Princess ” have been published 
. by 'Dawson of Canada, who copidd them from a 
letter wiiich I wrote to him cnticizing his study 
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of Ac Princess,”* The child is the link thro’ 
tha jjaits as shown in the songs which are the 
best interpreters of the poem.* Before the first 
edition came out, I deliberated with , myself 
whether I should put songs between the separate 
divisions of the poem ; again I thought that the 
poem would explain itself, but the public did 
not see the drift. The first song I wrote was 
named “The Losing of the Child.” The child 
is sitting on the bank of the river and playing 
with flowers ; a flood comes down ; a has 
been broken thro’ — ^the child is borne down by 
the flood ; the whole village distracted ; after 
a time the flood has subsided; the child is 
thrown safe and sound again upon the bank ; 
and there is a chorus of jubilant women. 

^ The letter is printed on pp, 32-37 of this volume. 

^ the end of the first csntOy fresh from the description of 
the female collegCy with its professoresses, and hostleresses, . . . 
we turn the page, and — 

As through the land at eve we went. 

O diere .above the little grave. 

We kined again with tears. 

Between the next two cantos intervenes the well-known cradle 
SMig, perhaps the best of all { and at the next interval is the 
well-known bugle-song^ the idea of which is that of twin- 
iMwiu and twin-fune in a pair of lovers. In the next the memory 
M wife and child inspirits me soldier on the field ; in the next the 
the fallen herot child opens the sluices of his widow's 
Mm t ahd A the tet, . . . the poet has succeeded, in the new 
wvMi, in superadding a new form of emotioa to i canto in which 
he ^m^ to heve exhausted every resource of pathos which his 
subjm allowed.”— -Charies Kingsley, in /Wnrr'/ Msgaefov, Se^ 
teaber, ifijo. 
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1847 “SWEET AND LOW” 

( VnpiAluhed Jra^paeni) 

The child was sitting on the bank 
Upon a stormy day. 

He loved the river’s roaring sound ; 

The river rose and burst his bound. 
Flooded fifty le^ues around. 

Took the child from off the ground. 

And bore the child away. 

O the child so meek and wise. 

Who made us wise and mild ! 

« * « • ♦ 

Two versions of “Sweet and Low” were 
made, and were sent to my mother to choose 
which should be published. She chose the 
published one in preference to that which 
follows, because it seemed to her more song-like. 

{Unpublished version) 

Bright is the moon on the deep. 

Bright are the clifis in her beam. 

Sleep, my little one, sleep ! 
l^k he smiles, and ot^ns his hands, 

He sees his father in distant lands. 

And kisses him there in a dream. 

Sleep, sleep. 

Father is over the deep. 

Father will come to thee soon. 

Sleep, my pretty one, deep ! 
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Father will come to his hflhe in the nest, 
jSilv'er sails all out of th$ West, 

Under the silver m<K>n, 

Sleep, sleep ! 

The notices of ** The Princess ” thtit T know 
interested my father were those by Aubrey 
de Vere,* Charles Kingsley, Robertson (the 
Brighton preacher), and Dawson of Montreal. 
To the last* he wrote a letter (Nov. 21st, 1882) 
which may be quoted in full : 

I thank you for your able and thoughtful 
essay on “ The Princess.” You have seen 
amongst other things that if women ever were 
to play sucli,,;^eaks, the burlesque and the tragic 
might go hadild in hand. * * * Your explanatory 
notes are very niuch to the purpose, and I do 
not olyect to your finding parallelisms. They 
must uways occur. A man (a Chinese scholar) 

^ No. October, 1849. 

8 In Dftwioil’t 9 f $it I find that I have written, 

after n talk with mjr father 1 of the battle at the end 

of the pofjrti. A. T. bbserVea : ♦ maepnerson^s * Otsian * ir poor 
in most pk^ but this is a grand image-^After saying that the beam 
of battle blight beforf th^ qpeciral warrior, he goes on somehow 
like thii r'*Btit behind ^ee was the Shadow of Death; like the 
diikkned half of riie moon bbhbtd it$ ot|ier half in growing light.* * 
m T» talked of * riMS beantiftilt that the graduates would 

here made I the long of powers with 

diMfo 49 a;^ Hlac/ Then 1 ^ W ^ bl^ reliejons and the 

of Wiur* ) Norse inytholo|y,* he mid, Ms finer than 

thb Cimk with its human gods, thoQ|^ me Greek has more beauty* 
Thb Norsemen thao|^ dun t^re wai nomediiag better in thk 
of feUgioii that wc^m dawn open the eardi after the Ragnarok or 
twi%Storthego&.»»» 



m SUOaSSl^e PASSAGES 

lome tinlB a§a |x> me saying that iit aa 

unknown, uattnfiraiyied |C^n^ poem there wnre 
two whole lines* <n mihe almost word for woad* 
Why not? Are not l^uman eves all over the 
world looking at the same oojects, and must 
there not consequently be coincidences of thought 
and impressions and e]q>re8sions ? It is scarcely 
possible for any one to say or write anything in 
this late time of the world to which, in the rest 
of the literature of the world, a parallel could 
not somewhere be found. But when you say 
that this passage or that was suggested by 
Wordsworth or Shelley or another, I demur ; 
and more, I wholly disagree. There was a 
period in my life wnen, as an artist, Turner for 
instance, takn rough sketches of lancUkip, etc. in 
order to work them eventually into some great 
picture, so 1 was in the habit of chronicling, 
in four or five words or more, whatever might 
strike me as pictures<)ue in Nature. I never 
put these down, and many and many a line 
has gone away on the north wind, but soiae 
> remain : e^. 

A full sea glazed with mufRed moonlight. 

The sea one night at Torquay, when Torquay 
was the most lovely sea-village in Engfahd, tho’ 

* Tlw Pea|i it high, and dw Mt$n an higii. 

And the a nan ii 

**11n Voien and dw Peak.** 
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ruyf a smoky town. The sky was covered with 
thin vapour, and the moon behind it. 

A great black cloud 
Drags inward from the deep. 

Suggestion. 

A coming storm seen from the top of Snowdon. 

In the « Idylls of the King,” 

With all 

Its stormy crests that smoke against the skies. 

Suggestion. 

A storm which came upon us in the middle 
of the North Sea. 

As the water-lily starts and slides. 

Suggestion. 

Water-lilies in my own pond, seen on a gusty 
day with my own eyes. They did start and 
slide in the sudden puSfs of tyind till caught and 
s^yed by the tether of their own stalks, quite as 
true as Wordsworth’s simile and more in detail. 

, A wild Wlsid eht>ok,- — 

Follow, follow, thou shalt win.' 

Si^estion. 

I was walking in the New Forest. A wind 
did arise and 

• 

Shake the songi^Jtho whisp^ and the shtieks 

Of the wild wo^jpgetiier; 
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The wind I believe was a west windAbut 
because I wished the Prince to go soutfi, I 
turned the wind to the south, and naturally the 
wind said ** follow.” I believe the resemblance 
which you note is just a chance one. Shelley’s 
lines are not familiar to me tho’ of course, if they 
occur in the Prometheus^ I must have read them. 
J could multiply instances, but I will not bore 
you, and far indeed am I from asserting that 
books as well as Nature are not, and ought not 
to be, suggestive to the poet. I am sure that 
1 myself, and many others, find a peculiar charm 
in those passages of such great masters as Virgil 
or Milton where they adopt the creation or a 
bygone poet, and re-clothe it, more or less, 
according to their own fancy. But there is, I 
fear, a prosaic set growing up among us, editors 
of booUets, book-worms, index-hunters, or men 
of great memories and no imagination, who 
impute themsehxs to the poet, and so believe that 
Ar, too, has no imagination, but is for ever 
poking his nose between the pages of some old 
volume in order to see what he can appropriate. 
They will not allow one to say ‘Ring the bell’ 
Without finding that we have taken it from 
Sir P. Sidney, or even to use such a simple 
expression as the ocean “ roars,” without findin g 
out the precise verse in Homer or Horace from 
whioh we have plagiarised it (fiict !). 

I have known an old fith^wife, who had lost 
two sons at sea, clench her fiat^at the advancing 
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tid^on a stormy day, and cry out, “Ay ! roar, 
do t how I hates to see thee show thy white 
taeth.” Now if I had adopted her exclamation 
and put it into the mouth of some old woman 
in one of my poems, I daresay the critics would 
have thought it original enough, but would 
most likely have advised me to go to Nature for 
my old women and not to my own imagination ; * 
and indeed it is a strong figure. 

Here is another anecdote about suggestion. 
When I was about twenty or twenty-one I went 
on a tour to the Pyrenees. Lying among these 
mountains before a waterfall* that comes down 
one thousand or twelve hundred feet I sketched 
it (according to my custom then) in these 
words : 

Slow-dropping veils of thinnest lawn. 

When I printed this, a critic informed me that 
“ lawn ” was the material used in theatres to imi- 
mte a waterfall, and graciously added, ** Mr. T. 
should not go to the boards of a theatre but 
to Nature herself for his suggestions.” And I 
had gone to Nature herself. 

1 think it is a moot point whether, if I had 
kfiown how that effect was produced on the 
stkge, I should have ventured to publish the line. 

^ He uied to compsts with thb ^ Nodolk MTiot wHch we 
heanitdiea we weretttTingwidttheKev. C. T. Du^ at 'Vi^luun : 
lee’t a«mo«|tia* } the’a loat the triad.” ‘ 

* la the Cin}ve de <%mmie. 
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tin LETTER TO FITZGERALD 

I find that I have written, quite contrar^ to 
my custom, a letter, when I had merely inteMed 
to thank you fi>r your mteresting commentary. 

Thanking you agam for it, 1 beg you to 
believe me 

Very faithfully yours, 

A. Tennyson. 


Letters after the publication of “ The Princess ” 

To Edward FitzGerald 

1847. 

My dear Fitz, 

Ain’t 1 a beast for not answering you 
before ? not that I am going to write now, only 
to tell you that I have seen Carlyle more than 
once, and that I have been sojourning at 42 
Ebury Street for some twenty days or so, and 
that I am going to bolt as soon as ever 1 can, 
and that I would go to Italy if I could get any- 
body to go with me which I can’t, and so* I 
suppose I shan’t go, which makes me hate my- 
§eir and all the world ; for the rest 1 have been 
be-dined usque ad nauseam. A pint of pale ale 
and a chop are things yearned aner, not achiev- 
able except by way of lunch. However, this 
night I have sent an excuse to Mrs. Procter and 
herft; I am alone, and wish you were with me. 
How are you getting on? Don’t grow quite 
into glebe before I see you again. 
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iky book is out and I hate it, and so no 
doubt will you. 

Never mind, you will like me none the 
worse, and now good~night, I am knocked up 
and going to bed. 

Ever yours, A. Tennyson. 


To Aubrey de Vere 

1847. 

My dear Aubrey, 

I have ordered Moxon to send you the 
new edition ^ of “ The Princess.” You will find 
that I have in some measure adopted your sug- 
gestions, not entirely. Many thanks for your 
critique in the Edinburgh, There were only one 
or two little things in it which I did not like ; 
for instance that about the “dying and the 
dead” which is quite wide of the mark,* and 
you will see that I have inserted a line to guard 
ag^nst such an interpretation in future ; however 
I have tvtry reason to be grateful to you, both 
for the ability of the article and for the favourable 
view you take of me in general ; too favourable 
surely. I dare not believe such good things of 
iliyself. I have seen no papers for an age, and 
do not know how your poor are going on. I 
fear this bitter weather is very hard upon thqjtn. 

A. T. 

^ Not published till 1848. 

* See p. 67* 
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To Mrs. Mofwitt 

i 42 Eboky Stbbit. 

My dear Mrs. Howirr* 

I got your beautiful book of Ballads 
the other da^ at Moxoh’s. It contains (as far as 
I have seen it) much that is sweet and good and 
reminds me of yourself. I have however been 
myself so much engaged with proof-sheets for 
the few days since 1 received it mat I have not 
had leisure to do it justice by a fair perusal. 
Accept in return a book ‘ of mine which I have 
sent to Longmans’ for you. I don’t believe you 
will like it — not at least till after three readings, 
if you will honour it so far. Best remembrances 
to husband and daughter, not forgetting the 
younglings and 

Believe me always yours, 

A. Tennyson. 

For the sisters Bronte my father had ^e 
highest admiration. He received the following 
letter from Currer Bell (Charlotte Bronte) : 

Jw$0 ibthy 1847 . 

Sir, 

My relatives, Ellis and Acton Bell, and my- 
self, heedless of the repeated warmnffs of various 
r espe c table puUishers, have committed the rash act of 
{ninring a volume of poems. 

> “The PrinccM.’* 
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i&ir 

Hie consequences praUcted have of course over- 
taken us; our book is found to be a drug; no man 
nMds it nor he^. 

In the space of a year the publisher has disposed but 
of two copies ; and by whin painful efforts he succeeded 
in gating rid of these twOi Jljh^f only knows. 

B^ore transferring the i^fion to the trunkmakers, 
we have decided on mstribtn^ufi as presents a few copies 
of W^t we cannot sell. We TCg to offer you one in 
adbndwkdgement of the pleasure and profit we have 
often abd mngMerived firom your works. 

I am, Sir, yours very respectfully, 

CuRRER Bell. 
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CHAlfrteR III 

CHELTENHAM, LONDON, CORNWALL, 
SCOTLAND AND IRELAND, i« 46 -i 8 so 

The headquarters of the Tennysons were now 
at Cheltenham, Bellevue House in St. James* 
Square. I am indebted to Dr. Ker, brother 
ojf Judge Alan Ker, who married Miss Mary 
Tennyson, for some details of my father’s life at 
this time. 

From 1846 to 1850 he was often with his 
mother and ftmily, but cannot be said to have 
moved in the society of the place : still he 
made some new acquaintances. The names I 
can recall are those of Dobson,* Principal 'of 
Cheltenham College ; Boyd, afterwards Dean 
of Exeter ; Foxton, author of P^Iar Ckristf’ 
unity ; Sydney Dobell, the poet ; Dr. Acwoith ; 
Rashdall, Vicar of Malvern ; Reece ; and the 
well-known and “much beloved” Frederick 
Robertson, then Boyd’s curate, afterwards in- 
cun^nt of Trinity Chapel, Brighton, 

^ Dobson wis thifd classic in the same jear that Edmund 
Loshington was senttnrclassic and Thompson fbnith* 
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There was a little room at the top of the house 
in St. James’ Square, not kept in very orderly 
^hion, for books and papers were to be seen 
quite as much on the floor and the chairs as 
upon the table. Here my father, pipe in mouth, 
discoursed to his fldends more unconstrainedly 
than anywhere else on men and things and 
what death means. When the talk was on 
religious questions, which was not often, he 
spoke confidently of a future existence. Of 
Christianity he said, “ it is rugging at my 
heart.” * 

My father would say : “The first time I 
met Robertson 1 felt that he expected something 
notable from me because I knew that he admired 
nay poems, that he wished to pluck the heart 
from my mystery ; so for the life of me from 
pure nervousness I could talk of nothing but 
beer.” 


Dr. Ker says : 


Sydney Dobell did not see much of your father in 
Cheltenham ; but in Malvern, some years after your 
family left this place, Dobell, as he afterwards told me, 
saw a good deal of him. Dobell, as you know, was 
not a popular poet, and the nuniber of his readers does* 
not increase as the years go on, but that he was 
no conuntonplace poet your father heartily allowed. 
Frederick Foxton could only be brought to speak on 
one subject, Carlyle, whose companion and caretaker he 
had been during a journey on the Continent. Rashdall 


^ Dr. Ker, MS. Notes, 
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1^47 MOTHER AND SON 

and Dr. Acwoith were men of cultivation and lugh 
sodal ^uaUdea wh<mi your Ather met occasonally and 
mudi liked* 

One acquaintance would keep on assuring 
my father that it was the greatest honour of his 
lite to have met hiii|. My hither’s answer to 
such praise was, “ Don’t talk d — d nonsense.” 

His chief companion, when in Cheltenham, 
for the best part of two years, was Dr. Ker’s 
brother Alan. Both were great walkers, and 
fSw near or distant places in this beautiful 
neighbourhood were len unvisited by them. 

A year or two before, my father had lived 
some weeks in a Hydropathic Establishment at 
the very primitive village of Prcstbury, and the 
village boys were in the habit of following him 
and the other inmates whenever they showed 
themselves on the roads and shouting, “ Shiver 
and shake.” This made him very nervous at 
the time, and the thought even of passing 
through Prestbury revived the feeling. , 

Dr. Ker writes : 

Two wishes I used to hear him express ; one was to 
see the West Indies, the other to see the earth from a 
balloon. 

Few things delighted me more than to see the 
mother and son togemer. You cannot remember your 
era^mother, I think. ^ was a perfect picture, a 
beautiful specimen of the English gentlewcanan, loving 
and loveable, “no angel but a dearer bong,” and so 
senntive that touch her feelings ever so l^hdy and the 
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tern ntthed to her eyes. Then it was we used to 1 
fOar fstho* say, « Dam your eyes, mother, dam y 
e^es!” and then she smiled and applied the w 
^pocket-handkerchief and shook her head at her i 
tfe often jested with her about Dr. Cumming and 
“ tx)ttles/^the bottles being the seven vials of St. Jol 
Rfveiatiptii ! You have heard, I dare say, that y 
erandmother confined h«r readli% at that time to 1 
books, the Stile and Dr. Cumming’s work on Proph 
He ti^ to jest with his mother about her monkey 
elevdr little black thing that was generally seen in 
garden perched on the top of a pole. Your fat 
aatiirmUy christened it St. Simeon Stylites. 1 o 
ventured to ask him whether his mother had not sat 
the meture of the Prince’s mother in “ The Princes 
and ne allowed that no one else had. 


Happy he 

With such a mother ! frith in womankind 
Beats vdth his blood, and trust in all things high 
Comes easy to him, and tho’ he trip and &1 
He shall not blind his soul with clay. 


Your father’s estimate of Wordsworth’s poetry \ 
a very high one as you must know, and 1 dam say y 
know that WordswOTth’s opimon of your father m 
also very lugh. On one of the occasions of th 
meedne Wordsworth arid to him : ** Mr. Tennys< 
I have oeen endeavouring all m^ life to write a pasto 
ymur ' Dora ’ and have not succeeded.” That v 
pr^ from ^e who honestly wrighed his woi 
fhd was by tto means lavish his prrise. 

' Fi^tn Cheltenham my father made expeditic 
td^ l^ndon to see his old fiiends. One d 
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ON CATULLUS 


Savile Morton writes that he has called on 
Alfred, and found Thackeray there, and ^a 
stack of shag tobacco with nomer and Mm 
Barrett on the table.” “Both Thackeray a^ 
Alfred,” he adds, “praise Miss Barrett.” My 
&ther grew to know' Thackeray well and would 
call him a “ loveable man,” A story which he 
told illustrates the character of both the friends. 
They had been dining together and my father 
said, ** I love Catullus for his perfection in form 
andj^ his tenderness, he is tenderest of Roman 
and quoted the lines about Quintilia’s 
death ending with 

“ Quo dedderio veteres renovamus amores 
Atque oiim amissas flemus amicitias ” — 

lines which he would translate by four lines 
from one of Shakespeare’s Sonnets, 

“ Then can I drown an eye, unused to flow 
For precious friends hid in death’s dateless night, 
And weep afresh Love’s long since cancell’d woe,* 
And moan the expense of many a vanidi’d nght,” 

md the stanza frxun the Juniae et Mallii 
Bpithalamium, 

“ Torquatua, volo, parvulus 
Matm e gremio sue 
Porrigens teneras manus % 

Dttlce rideat ad patrem, 

Semihiante hmdlo.” 
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Thackeray answered, “I do not rate him 
highly, I could do better myself.” Next morn- 
ing my father received this apology : 

My os ax Alfred, 

I woke at 2 o’clock, and in a sort of terror 
at a certun meech I had made about Catullus. When 
I have ^ed, somedmea I believe myself to be equal 
to the greatest punters and poets. That delusion goes 
off; and then I know what a small fiddle mine is and 
what small tmes I play upon it. It was very generous 
of you tp. give me an opportunity of recalling a ully 
speech : but at the time 1 thought 1 was making a 
perfectly umple and satisfactory observation. Thus 
tar 1 must unbus'm myself : though why should I be 
so uneasy at having made a conceited speech? It is 
concuted not to wi^ to seem conceited. With which 
I conclude. 

Yours, W. M. T. 

** It was impossible,” said my father, “ to have 
written in a more generous spirit. No one but 
a noble-hearted man could have written such a 
letter.” 

During the ** forties ” he was in the habit of 
walking with Carlyle at night, and Carlyle would 
rail against the ** governments of Jackasserie 
which cared more mr commerce than for the 
gl^thess of our empire ” ; or would rave against 
the stuccoed houses in London as ** acrid putres- 
cence,” or against the suburbs as a “ black 
jumble of black cottages where there used to be 
pleasant fields ” ; and they would both agree 
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that it was erowing into **a strange chaos of 
odds and ends, this London.” They were not 
in the least afraid of one another although mai|y 
were afraid of them, and they had long and free 
discussions on every conceivable subject, and once 
only almost quarrelled, when Carlyle asserted 
that my father talked of poetry as “ high art,” 
which he flatly contradicted, “ I never in my 
whole life spoke of ‘ high art.’ ” 

They had — ^both of them — ^lost MSS. of their 
works ; Carlyle his French Fevolutmy my father 
foem^chiefly Lyrical. When my frther asked 
Carlyle how he felt after the disappearance of 
his MS., he answered, “ Well, I just felt like a 
man swimming without water.” 

My uncle Frederick writes : 

I am sure I could not perform such a feat as I know 
Alfred to have done, any more than raise the dead. 
The earliest MS. of the Poems, chiefly Lyrical he lost 
out of his great-coat pocket one night while returning 
from a ndghbouring market town. This was enough 
to reduce an ordinary man to despair, but the invidiUe 
ink was made to reappear, all the thoughts and Andes 
in thdr (nderly series and with their entire drapery of 
words arose and lived agdn. 1 wonder what undor 
such circumstances would become of the **mob of 
gentlemen who write with ease.” Of course it would 
not much matter as they could eadly imhte something 
new. 

My hither’s poems were generally based on 
somesinglephrase like“Someone had blundered”: 
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wfTc rolI«^!d>out, 80 to* speak, iu^ liis l^ead, 
^(j^re ihe wroi^ them down : at^ hence they 
4 ^ not easily ^ip from his memory; 


Coventty ratmore, Frederick Polloch, 
Wigan, and Macready ; and he enjoyed 
^‘i^ngitt” at the theatres. M«^rp%hethought 
10 IfPod in “ llamlet Macbeth ” : 

^ said that his ** Qnt» 4p^ brief candle ! ’* was 
y^i^ng, ^*,not vexed nars^sed as it ought to 
hi but spoken with,Wwered ;ivpieB, and a pathos 
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J. J * W.t^TSn 


, pne evening* at Bath Hous^ Milnes wished 
to'^troduce my father to the Puke of Welling- 
ton. **No,*’ my father said, “why should the 

t reat Duke be bothered by a poor poet like me ?” 

Ic only once saw the Duke, when he was riding 
out of the Horse Guards at 'Whitehall : and took 
off his hat. The Duke instantly made his usual 
military salute, commemorated in the “ Ode on 
the death of the Duke of Wellington” in the 
wpU-k|iown lines : 

No more in soldier fashion will he greet 
. With lifted hand the gazer in the street. 

.. jaegers continued to be intimate with my 
pk||ifr, and would ask him privately his opinion 
it|fit(prary matters.^ At one of the nunous oreak- 


|®lf|]prary matters.^ At one of the nunous oreak- 

* My nther nked kitn why he did not write a tonnes “I 
Mt eonld dance in fetters,** he anssrercd. My father himself 
ipplM rile Shaie^peaiian forin of aennet to rile Italian, as bt&c 
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INTIMACY WftH ROGERS 


to do niy fiuther iliibttr b^re th« 
cCHcaiMi^li ex|>ectliig praise, Rogers enqtiitbb 
whethi^ W approved of a pardcular poeoi 
hidfesal^ My lather told him mmkiy 
at a ebtttih etnen(h|cion would be an improite- 
mmt. *^It ^^^1 lie attended to,’* answered 
Rogers, ,bttt'j|Pi#-‘,;-l ^ ly. Then, because nay 
father went im-ll|^1P^-Cure, Rogers had an 
moneousr Iddi fbat w *!8ufibred from many in- 
firmities.”^ Whfeh I ^owed my fiither this 
sptEBtq^t fh a pnidisbed letter, he wrote dowh : 
*^No truer comoaentcehld be made on this than 


my favourite adage, * Every man imputes himself.* 
My good old fiiend had many infirmities. What 
mine were 1 know not unless short-sight and 
occasional hypochondria be infirmities. I used, 
from having early read in my father’s library a 
great number of medical books, to fimcy at times 
mat I had all the diseases in the world, like a 
medical student. 1 dare say old Rogers meant it 
all for the best. Peace be with him I often 
bitter, but very kindly at heart. We have ofrtn 
talked of death toother till 1 have seen the tears 
roll down his cheeks.” 

Aboiit this time there was a dinner givra jM: 
Hampstead by a Society of Authors, Sergeant Ifii^ 
fourd in the chair. My father acceptfd an inid&* 
tion to the dinner on condition that he should not 
be ai^ed to make a speech. Many speeches were 
laade, each author praising every other autibor. 
My fkther seems to have said to his neighbor, 
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“ I wonder which of us will la^t 500' years ? ” 
Upon which Talfourd jiunped up and burst 
forth into ** a speech about Tennyson,” afEirming 
tjiat he was “sure to live.” Then Douglas 
Tei^old seized my father’s hand and said, “ I 
haven’t the smallest doubt that you will outlast 
us Jill, and that you are the one who will live.” 
'^he subject of these enthusiastic words disclaimed 
his sureness of lasting, and told his friends that 
while thanking them all he felt his inability to 
make a speech and so on. Talfourd shouted put, 
“Why you are making a speech.” 
answered my i&ther, “ but not upon my legs.” 


Letters^ 1846-7 


To F. FreUigrath 

10 St. Jambs* Square, Chkltbhham. 

Nao. sth [1846]. 

. My dear Sir, 

I had long azo heard of you : I knew 
that you were a celebrated German Poet and 
lover of Liberty : therefore was my satisfaction 
great to receive (as 1 did this morning) a copy 
ol|:your works with your own friendly autograph. 
I need not say how much I fed the honour 
you have done jhe in translating some of. my 
poems into your own noble and pov^rfril 
latigaage. Would that my acquaintance were 
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more perfect with German,* then would my 
tribute of approbation be of more value aha 
less incur the charge of presumption. I have 
not yet had time and leisure stmcient to read 
your translations fr<4n myself carefully ; but 
from what 1 have seen and if I may be per- 
mitted to judge, I should say that they are not 
dry bones, but seem frdl of a living warmth, in 
fact a Poefs translation of Poetry. I could wish 
however that you had taken the and edition of 
“jyfarjgna in the South ” : the old poem was so 
imperfect as to be wholly unworthy your notice. 

Accept my friendship and my regrets that 
I am not at present able to come up to town 
and shake you by the hand. How long do you 
stop in England? Is there any hope that you 
could be prevailed upon to come to Cheltenham ? 
I should be most happy to see you. Write to 
me and tell me, and 

Believe me, my dear Sir, ever yours, 

A. Tbnnyson.* 

To Mrs. Ihwitt 

[Da. Gvily’*.] 

Mv Mm. Howrrr, ^ 

I got your letter three or four days ago 
and if I did not answer immediately you must 

1 He could retd Genntn with etse ec tM$ tiiae. 

* Freilignith-Kfoeker writci to me Chet the poeti met it 
the Howitts* toward the end of November and greatlf 

enjoyed their talk together. 
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lay it to the account of the water-cure which I 
am undergoing and which renders letter-writing 
or anything) except washing and walking, more 
difficult than those who have not past tnro* the 
same orde^ would easily believe. 

At this moment my own family do not know 
where I am : I have not written home, nor 
shall write I dare say for some time ; to be sure 
1 am not at any time much in the habit of 
writing home, and so my people know my ways 
and forgive them ; but to you I feared (a see^ 
unkind and forgetffil of the pleasant day I spent 
under your roof if I kept silence ; so 1 write to 
tell you that my visit to Clapton though neces- 
sarily postponed will really if I live and thrive 
sometime take place ; “ sunshine ” and “ flowers ” 
will go on for a long time yet, and before they 
are all gone I hope to see you and to And you 
wholly recovered from the eflTects of that sad 
and anxious winter you speak of ; to me it is 
not permitted to be either sad or anxious if I am 
to get better. I must, like Prince Hal, “doff 
the world aside and let it pass,” so says my doctor 
tho’ he does not quote Shakespeare tor it.. 

Good-bye and give my best remembrances 
to^all yours whom I know, and 

Believe me, my dear Mrs. Howitt, 

Yours very truly, A. Tennyso^j. 
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1848-49 

In Februa^ the Tennysons received a lettjsr 
from Emily in Pari«. The Revolution against 
Louis Philippe had liegun. She had been look- 
ing out of her window, and was shot at by one 
of the Revolutionists, the bullet missing her 
and going through the ceiling. The account 
continues, written but not signed by her : 

31 Rub Tronchbt. 

Ftb . 1848. 

• *«*««* 

It would be imposmble to attempt any description 
of the horrors of yesterday. However, the public 
events are better recorded, and will have reached you 
by means of the paper. But I will at once satis^ your 
anxiety as to the safety of myself and all our mends. 
Instead of retiring to the Convent as I had intended 
on Wednesday, I could not make up my mind to leave 
my friends at a moment of such imminent dan^, 
aiid the only moment past in wluch I could have crossed 
the Bridges. I have remained the last two nights mth 
Madame Marthion, sleeping in her room, unable to 

{ procure any clothes but those I brought on my back 
irom thh Convent on Tuesday. Yesterday past like 
a fearfid dream. In the morning it was luqwd the 
le^gnation of Gmzot would samfy the peopk, but 
thrir triumj^ only made them the more exorintan^ and 
while the General who had gone to his post at the 
TuB^es was bradtftstiiw at 1 1 o’clock, the Deputation 
oune to the King, and everything was immoUately 
in dismder. The Kng, aftw recommen^ng to the 
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National Guard the safety of the dtizens, started for 
St. Cloud in a carriage, unth all his family except the 
Duchess of Orleans and her .children. The General 
vfas apprised of Soplue’s arrival at the Tuileries, and 
went downstrirs to see her, and on returning to his 
post by the Duchess of Orleans as quickly as he could, 
was met by her. “ Mon cher General, suivez-moi ” 
was all she was able to say to him in passing. The 
poor man was unable to obey, and his feelings can 
be better understood than described, as he saw her 
crosring the Tuileries Gardens on foot, escorted by 
a few mends amidst this infuriated mob to the Chamber 
of Deputies. There she was at first well recefvedHjwt 
some of the mob penetrated and surrounded her, and 
one matt applied a gun to her cheek. This however 
was happily turned off by a Deputy, and Jules Lasteyre, 
another o(. the Opposition Deputies, aided by many 
of his' brother Deputies, defended her and contrived to 
get her into a fiacre which he drove to the Invalides. 
She 'Was sepmit^ from her children for some time, but 
at length they joined her in di^uise, and she is at this 
moment not at the In'valides, but in a secret place of 
safety, of whie^ the General himself is ignorant. After 
^e departure of the King, the Tuileries 'was thoroughly 
in'^adra by -the mob, and every article of furniture 
completely destroyed. . The poor General stayed to 
defend the property bf the Duchess as long as he 
thought he coim be of use, and then he wirii Sophie 
|ef^ the Tuileries, he, almost lined downstairs by a 
whoai.^he had had an opportunity of serving, and 
infirmities were rQ^)ectea by the mob, till he got 
to the Rue du JuiUet, towards a o’dock ; ^m 
tnenc^, as soon 4a he could be removed, to the: Rue 
papui^es ^djiire he is now. Of course his place 
poridon gone, but you may concrive the 
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amdety of our minds to know what had become of 
him and ^phie during the fearful hours they were 
in the Tmleries, where it was imposnble to attempt 
any communicarion. * * * You never saw such a tet 
of ruffians as infest the strec^ armed with every weapon 
with which they could furnish themselves, riiouting and 
ringing the “ Ifarsrilhuse,” etc. About half an hour 
ago a gang went by shouting “ Au chemin de fer ” ; 
a^ we f^ that the passage out of Paris will be 
completely cut off. The streets are all barricaded so 
that no carriage can pass, and though Madame Marthion 
and Sophie conrider the urisest plan would be to leave 
the town we fear it will scarcely now be possible. * * * 
The Palris Royri is burnt down. * * • We were 
obliged to illununate for safety’s sake last n^t, and 
such a host of villrins have taken advantage of this 
tumult, that you may imagine our rest was scarcely 
so to be criled. The fear of pillage, and the anxiety 
lest this infuriated mob might even turn against 
our onljr murity, the Nationri Gturd, at a moment 
of no eristing government (for the provirional govern- 
ment could not yesterday come to any measures), kept 
our minds awake, while our eyes were closed, though 
fetigue of mind and body overcame our amdety in a 
great measure. The situation of the General’s house, 
next to Guizot’s, also keeps iri in constant alarm. 
The n<nK of firing also all night, in the uncertainty of 
Its being merely rejoicing, or with murderous objects, 
ciMitributed its share to a£i to our amdety. * ^ * 
Provirions are growing very scarce, and the cry 
for Inead is now strong. Yesteiday half the m(fi> were 
dnyik. 
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My fa^r^s Journal of his- Tour in Cornwall ^ 1848 
{when he thought of again taking up the subject 
\ f Arthur). 

Tuesday^ May. Arrived at Bude in dark, 
askt girl way to sea, she opens the back door. 

. . . I go out and in a moment go sheer down, 
upward of six feet, over wall on ranged cobbles.* 
Up again and walked to sea over dark hill. 

yune 7 .nd^r, 'lV>ok ^ gig to Rev. R. S. Hawker 
at Morweii^bW, passing Comb valley, fine view 
ovbf sea, chldest manner of Vicar till^^I told 
name, tiben all heartiness. Walk on cliff 
wiJ^/him, told of shipwreck. 

"^mtuday. Rainy and bad, went and sat in 
Tintagei ruins, cliff all black and red and yellow, 
i^4r<| looking thing. 

Clomb over Isle, disappointed, went 
the sea- tunnel -cavern over great blocks. 
W||l8 linbd with shells, pink or puce jellies. 
playin|; about the rocks as in a theatre. 

* “4t one pWc0»’' write* Miss Fox, “where he arrived in the 
vrusiot, he cr«^ ^‘Where it the tea i Show me the sea.* So after 
thd Witnt iittikillliiig tn^ tke d«rk» and fell down and hurt his leg 
Ih^t he hid le nprsed six weeks by a surgeon there» who 
inlfhwiM^d some friends to hun* and thus he got into .a class of* 
society totilly new to him | end when he left they give him a 
s^et of <|j^pductions, so that instead of going to hotels he was 
piss^- on mlm town to town^ a^d abode with little grocers and 
sh^kOcMrs i!<^g hit line of He laya that he cannot have 

beit# ^ improMbh'# the cliss» and thinks die Cornish 
yw the genefaUtyn They all knew about Tennyson* 

and had read his poems* and one miner hid behind a wall that he 
nii|^ see him* Thus he became fiuniUarised with the thoughts 
and fhelings of all classes of society*^ 
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(ith. Slate quarries, oi^e great pillar left 
standing ; ship under the cliff loading ; dived into 
a cavern all polished, with the waves like dark 
marble with veins of pink and white. Follow'll, 
up little stream fallmg thro* the worn slate, 
smoked a pipe at litfte inn, dined, walked once 
more to the old castle darkening in the gloom. 

7M. Camelfbrd, Slaughter Bridge, clear 
brook among alders. Sought for King Arthur’s 
stone, found it at last by a rock under two or 
three sycamores, walked seaward, came down by 
churchyard. Song from ship. 

8M. Walked seaward. Large crimson 
clover ; sea purple and green like a peacodt’s 
neck. ** By bays, the jpeacock’s neck in hue.” 

14/A Read part or CBdipus Colomut. 

\i)th. Finished reading Fathom.^ Set off for 
Polperro,. ripple-mark, queer old narrow-streeted 
place, back at 9. Turf fires on the hills ; jewd* 
nres in the waves from the oar, which Cornish 
people call “ bryming.” 

July 1st. Museum. After dinner went to 
Perranzabuloe. Coast looked gray and grand in 
the fading light. Went into cave, Rembrandt- 
fike light thro’ the opening. 

6M. Went to Land’s End by Logto rock, 
leaden-backed mews wailing on cliff, dne with 
two young ones. Mist Great yellow Bare just 
before sunset. Funerd. Land’s End liid life’s 
End: 

> DonbtleM Smollitt'* nrJkmd CtmU Tmtm. 
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8/^. The Lizard)^ rocks in sea, two southern 
eyes of England.’* Tamarisk hedge in flower. 
Ilound Pentreath beach, large crane’s bill near 
Kynance, down to cove. Glorious grass-green 
monsters of waves. Into caves of Asparagus 
Island. Sat watching wave-rainbows. 

nisi. Down to Lizard Cove. Smoked with 
workmen. Boat to several places. Saw the 
litrther ships under Penzance like beads thread- 
ing the sunny shore. 

\2th. Polpur. Bathed, ran in and out of 
cave, Down to Caerthillian, lovely clear water 
in cove. Lay over Pentreath beach, thunder of 
waves to west. Penaluna’s Cornwall, 

I %ih. Bathed in Polpur Cove. Bewick-like 
look of trunk, cloak and carpet bag, lying on 
rock. Sailed, could not land at Kynance. Saw 
the long green swell heaving on the black cliflF, 
rowed into Pigeonthugo, dismal wailing of 
mews. To St. Ives. 

^ Mrs. Rundle Charles,* who was then Miss 
Rundle, allowed me to publish the following 
account, from her private diary, of my father’s 
visit (during this tour) to her uncle’s house near 
Plymouth. 

We were staying at Upland, a country house belong- 
ing to an uncle <» mine four nules from Plymoum. 
Wnilst there we were walldng on the Hoe at Plymouth 

^ Lightbooiet. 

* Author of Thi Tmmiiji she died in 1896. 
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one day, when to my delight we were tdd that my 
Ather was to drive Mr. TenoTson fitnn Tavistock to 
pay us a virit at Upland. Tm clergyman’s an/e and 
other friends came to tea that afternoon, but Mr. 
Tennyson did not appetf . We went out for a ramble in 
the wood, were caught in a shower and ran home. Mr. 
Tennyson was there, in frw hall, just arrived : my father 
introduced me to him, and he came into the drawing- 
room, and srid to my mother, “You have a party,” 
which he did not seem to like. My father then callM 
me in to make tea for Mr. Tennyson in the dining-room, 
and we had a quiet talk ; a powerful, du^htrul hot, 
land smBe, hearty laugh, extremely near-righted.* He 
Sjrake of travelling ; Dresden, unsatisfrctoriness of 
picture-g^ery seeing ; the first time he was in Paris he 
“went every day for a fortnight to the Louvre, saw 
only one {ncture, * La Maitresse de Titien,’ the second 
time looked only at < Narcissus lying by a stream. Echo 
in the distance and fiaocious little Love.^ ” Mr. Ruskin 
set his own thought igainst the united admiration of 
centuries, but he sj^ke of a “splendid chapt^ on 
Clouds ” in Modern Painters. 

Then he turned to Geolcgy, Weald of Kent, Delta 
of a great river flowing from as far as Newfoundland. 
“ Conceive,” he said, “ what an era of the wcx’ld that must 
have been, grrat lizards, marshes, gigantic ferns I" 
Fancied, standing by a railway at night, the eimine 
must be like some gieat Ichthyosaurus. I replied how 
beautiful Hugh Miller’s descriptions of that time are : 
he thought so too : then spoke of Peach, the Conush 

I He talked then with hit fiiendt of Sir Charlet Napier and of 
hit bittle of Meeanee (1843)^ abont which he half thought of mining 
a poem, and taid that Wetdejr the optician had told him that Sir 
CLvlet Napier and he were the two mott thort-tighted men in 
England. 
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geologist on the Preventive Service, m»ntunit^ a wife 
and seven children on ^100 a year, whilst we in one 
annual dinner, champagne, turtle, etc. spend £2$- 
* He spoke of the Italians as a ereat p^ple (it was 
in 1848, the year of revolutions^) “twice matured.” 
He had read a poena of mine on Italy : sud he felt 
“ great dutlerest in the Italian movement as in all great 
movaa^fs for freedom ” ; that perhaps all looked 
equally- disorderly as they arose ; that the German re- 
Vtdutions (of 1848) were miserable plagiarisms. We 
went! into the dtawing-^-oom, I played Mendelssohn. 
Mr. Tennyson came and talk^ to me about Schiller, — 
^^Sehwiirmerisch, yet Schwarmerei better than mere 
l^ltw Yerstand ; not dramatic : knew by heart Goethe’s 
d^Pld^ite 'Summer breathings.’ Felt the grand intel- 
lectual power of Faust y but threw it aside in disgust at 
the first readir^ ! ” Then he spoke of Milton’s Latin- 
tSiiis, and delicate play with words, and Shakespeare’s 
play ; upon words. At supp^ he spoke of Goethe’s 
T^ssf: he fitit with Tasso, did not care for anything 
else in the play. “ Leonora, discreet, prudential young 
lady, could not of coiurse care for the poor poet — it 
woukl not have been the thing, it would not have done : 
reroembofed only these lines : 

■y. He used to tell with infinite humour the following story, 
illiu^ting the love of a rovr in the hot-blooded South. Edward 
die tmnter, had been living at a hotel in a small town in 
Soudiem lultff but had gone on a tour leaving his room locked up. 
On teinkh he found the place in the uproar of a mushroom re- 
tolation^ the inhabitants drunk with ckUmH and shouting Ubirti and 
/e fmtrU through the streets. * Where is my €hUnf$y said he to the 
vi^ter» *pf my to get at my fbaf* *0/ replied the waiter, 

tm Ukin||( to be let down mm his dream of a golden age,* O cie ckimve! 
O mie<mmera! Ocheroba! Non c’ i pih chiave I Non<^ipih 
Oumera ! ^ Non c* h pih roba ! Non c* h j^u niente ! Tutto h amore 
e liberth f O che otllm revolunione ! 
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* Es l^et an Taloit «ch in dor Sdlle, 
iKch ein ChandEto* in don Strom der Welt.' ” 

Sud he had talked ok last night and heard £rmii Dr. 
Beale, a desman of Tevutock, brother 4 n 4 aw of W. 
H. Smith, that 1 knew Greek, and he said he onlv die* 
lilud pedantry in women. He said, ** Wadsworth was 
gr«^ but too one-dded to be dramatic.” He spoke 
the “ snobbery of English society.” It was getting late, 
so my aunt asked him to stay the night, but he said he 
had break&^ed alone f<x a dozen years ; then he add 
to me, “Ich kann nicht hier schlafen.” I sud, 
’iWarurn?” He sud, “Ich kann nicht rauchen.” 
I translated aloud, he laughed, declared he *‘had 
neyer been played such a trick before, chose the diamiise 
of an obscure northern dialect, and was betrayed to 
every one ” ; then he said, “ ^rman has gr^ fine 
words : eyery langiiage is really untranslateahle. Then 
the carriage came to take him into Plymouth : he adsed 
to take my poems (manuscript) with him, and said, 
“ Good^rnght not Good-bye.” Next maning (Tuesday, 
July 25th) Mr. Tennyson came agun : he raked about 
lower organisms feeling less pain man higher, but would 
not fish : could not comprehend the feoing of aiumals 
irith ganglia, little scattered knots of nerves and *no 
brain ; spoke of wonderful variay of forms of life, 
insdnct of plants, etc., told the story of **a BralUliio 
destroying a microscope because it showed lum 
killing earn <^er in a drop of water ” ; ** sigpmfieant, as 
if we could dettroy facts by refuring to see them.” We 
walked into the garden, sat oi chairs at entrance cS 
avenue; then he laughed about some tronendous 
“ duty^woman,” clergyman’s anfe, now Low, now HQgh 
Chur^ “always eoually vehemoit, little brauis, much 
consaentiousneas ; nusnuid preach^ one tlung in the 
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chuxch, she another in the parish.” He said it was 
i^pht to ** enjoy leisure,” spoke of Miss Mardneau’s 
Astern Lifet did not like her, said he supposed we were 
net Unitamns or Paj^s, aldiough it was the fashion 
ifHth literary ladies. Then he sp<^ of my poems, sdd 
he liked some very much, espedally some lines on the 
gentiaaella : then he kindly made one or two vertxd 
critiduns in one called “The Poet’s Daily Bread.” 
“ Have you printed ? ” he said. “ Do not publish too 
early, you cannot retract.” I ventured to thank him 
fear his poems, in which we delighted. “ I thank you 
for yours,” he sud graciously. We went into the 
kitel^ garden, he talked of flowers and cabbages, picked 
gooseberries, he “ used as a boy to lie for hours under a 



you bright girls than dine with Mr. W.,” he sdd. He 
sent away his fly, then we went into my cousin Helen’s 
garden, and he told us stories of “ an African woman, 
who asked to be breakfasted upon (by white men),” etc. 
etc. Afteiwsrds we ^ove him into Plymouth. “ You 
Would not think me a shy man, but 1 am always shy 
with false or conventional ^ople ; people are sometimes 
afl&ted flrom shyness, and gr<m rimple.” Then we 
talked of Carlyle-: “You would like him for one day,” 
he sud, “ but get rired of him, so vehement and destruc- 
tive ” ; he ^ve by w^ of a ^cimen of his talk in a* 
<h»p tragic voice, “ For God’s ^e away mth g^gs, 
dtousand nullion gigs in the wmrld, away with them ah 
in God’s name, spol^ and aale, the world anil never be 
^ht until they . arO idl swept into the lowest lat^ of 
']^[)ihot..” He ofteti smokes Carlyle;, “Gqi^e 
onoe Qplyle’s hero, now Crcmwell 1^ Epitome of 
human excellence. Carlyle spoke once as if he srished 
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poetB to be our statesm^i; Anw Bams Prime 
Mtnirt er ! ” Then he arid to me, ** you know tte 
Odyssey i 1 like it better as a whole than the ]U»it I 
should have met you before ; whv didn’t you write ? 1 
could teach you Greek in a month, then j^hapa fquerii! 
ing my poem called *The Poet’s Drily Bread’) ydt 
would acmti me vrith bitter scorn.” I laughed. **I 
will send you the Odyssey I have two copies in my 
portmanteau ; I will be ^ve when next 1 m^ you ; I 
vary.” In the course <» conversation he said, “ Some 
parts of The Book of Revelation are finer in English 
rhati in Greek, e.g. * And again thev srid *' Alleluia ” and 
thrir smoke went up for ever and ever,’ * — magnificent 
conception, darkness and fire rolling together, for ever 
and ever." 


LetterSy 1848-9 


To Aubrey de Vere 
{fifter a visit to Scotland in 1848) 


. , . CHtLTaraAM, OtS. 

My dear Aubrey, 

I have just now on my return to 
Cheltenham got two letters from you, for I am 
one, as you mow, who wander to and fro for 


• ^ He would quote the tenth chepter with boondlew •dmlrttioii : 
** And 1 MW inotner mighty engel come down from heaven^ clothed 
,wsth a cloud • • • and he ^ hit right foot upon the tea, and hit 
*1^ foot on the eartlu • » . And the i^l which I saw ttand upon 
the tea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, and sware 
.by him that liveth fbr ever and ever, who created heavra, and the 
thingivthat therein are, and the ear^ and the riiingi that therein 
arci and the sea, and the thingi that are therein, that there ^nld 
be time no longm,* or, as he tnnslated it, ^diat time ihcWI be no 
moie/ 



^earelds of P.O. ^ind correspoodenoos. 
1 iili j^^ed to have occasioned you so much 
trottblil^ about the article, but let it pass, excuses 
hot nuhid it : neither will I mention the 
iPlNy f troubles I have had, for they are dead 
rad bWiedy tho* you bribe with your “great piece 
of hews,** which I take it must mean that you 
are goin^ to be married ! is it so ? if so, joy to 
yhu. 1 am glad that you have thought of me 
at Kilkee by the great deeps. The sea is my 
ddlight tho^ Mr. Chretien in the JUhristian 
Examiner says that I have no power upon him 
and always represent him dead asleep. I have 
seen many fine things in Scotland, and many 
fine things did I miss seeing, rolled up as they 
were tenfold in Scotch mists. Loch Awe too, 
which you call the finest, I saw. It is certainly 
very grand, tho* the pass disappointed me. I 
thought of Wordsworth’s lines there, and, 
approving much, disapproved of much in them. 
What can be worse than to say to old Kilchurn 
Castle, 

“ Take then thy seat, vicegerent unreproved ** ? 

» c 

Surety, master Aubrey, that-Jb pufied and ^se.. 
I «e^ed fi^,Qban to Skyifef ^did voyage, 
^ the wnole di^t with tlm tbct^lion of three 

tri«| tof^fwMde lua» «o write ponirite than poemt 
W wpiiaiHi,' b«t, iMwevei poet be ariibt be, be aevei^c6aUI or 
vWOBM write e line for aioiiey eiibied. 
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hours iij ’the morning, was blue and sunny ; and 
I think I saw more outlihi^ of hills than <wer I 
saw in my life ; and ^exquisitely shaped are those 
Skye mountains. Loch Coruisk, said to be ^ 
wildest scene in the Highlands, I f^led in 
After a fatiguing es^^tion over the rou^t^ 
ground on a wet day we arrived at the banks 
of the loch, and made acquaintance with the 
extremest tiptoes of the hills, all else being thick 
wool -white fog. Dunkeld is lovely, and I 
delighted in Inverary, tho’ there likewise I got 
drenched to the skin, till my very hat wept tears 
of ink. I rejoiced in Killeen, but on the whole 
perhaps I enjoyed no day more than the one I 
spent at Kirk Alloway by the monument of poor 
Burns, and the orchards, and ** banks and braes 
of bonny Doon.” * I made a pilgrimage thither 
out of love for the great peasant ; Aey were 
gathering in the wheat and the spirit of the man 
mingled or seemed to mingle with all I saw. 1 
know you do not care much for him, but I do, 
and hold that there never was immortal poet af 
he be not one. Farewell. Give my best love 
and remembniMes to all yours, and 

Believe me ever yours, 

1 E. PitsGenli^ Kemble, 1873 : *<Soae thinv rem 

eg» A. Tennyion 'Barm* Graand in Dumftie*. When 

he wai one bf DoonaUe^— *I cmi’t tell how it wet. Pit*, bat I 

fell int0 a Pamiott of Tean’^-^Aod A..T. not fives to Uw 
mood at f^alL*— IvAvr/ rf Bimtri tt Fam JhsdA, 

Ri^wfd Bender & Son, London, iffs* P« ss. 
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To Aubrey de Vere 

.[UnJatf//,] 

My dear Aubrey, 

I have just returned , to this place 
whence I think I wrote to you last, and hither 
your letter after travelling Cheltenhamward and 
otherwhere followed me. I assure you I experi- 
4;snced a very lively gratification in finding that 
ipy recent alterations^ had met your approval 
and not your’s only but your mother’s and 
sister’s. I am still not quite satisfied with it, 
and I think that one or two of the ballads might 
be improved or others substituted, but I have 
done with it at present. I gave it up to the 

E rinter in a rage at last and left London, not 
^ aving revised the last proofs, and so I see there 
is a mistake or two, for instance “ marbled 
stairs ” which is vile. Don’t vou think too that 
the Dedication to Harry Lushington looks very 
que^r, dated “January, ’48,” the French row 
taking place in the February following, and such , 
allusions and the subsequ^t ones made in the* 
Epilogue! Well,! supp ose that does not much 
inatter, and 1 ^ as I said vastly gratified with 
your good opinion of the improvements. 

I wrote so fiir — ^now I am in town for a week 

%-r queries. 
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I have not the EdnAurgh with me, and so 
cannot give you the exact passage in the critique ; 
but I know there is mention made therein of 
“The Princess” coming out among the dying 
and the dead. Now I certainly did not mean to 
kill any one, and thwefore I put this new line 
into the old king’s mouth, 

I trust that there is no one hurt to death, 

and in the old tourneys it really did happen now 
and then that there was only a certain amount of 
bruises i(hd bangs and no death. Perhaps the 
Editor, not you, inserted the passage. With 
respect to the “ Elegies,” * I cannot say that I 
have turned my attention to them lately. I 
do not know whether I have done anything new 
in that quarter since you saw them, but I believe 
I am going to print them, and then I need not 
tell you that you will be perfectly welcome to 
a copy, on the condition that when the book is 
published, this avant-courier of it shall be either 
sent back to me, or die the death by fire in 
Curragh Chase. I shall print about twenty-five 
copies, and let them out among friends under 
the same' condition of either return or cremation. 
The review in the Westmimter was not one of 
The Princess,” but of two or three of the old 
Poems. 

I .have sent you a most shabby note in return 
for your long and agreeable one, but pray 

> "loMoMriui.’' 
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forgive me : I have such a heap of correspond- 
ence just no^ half of which will never get 
answered at all. 

Love to your brother and his wife, your 
mf^ei- anA sister. I don’t know, but I feel 
quite Sony that Caroline [Standish] is married. 
She did so well unmarried, and looked so pure 
and maidenly that I feel it quite a pity that she 
should have changed her state. 

Ever yours, dear Aubrey, 

A. Ten^iyson. 

The following four letters refer to what my 
father called “ the highest honour I have yet 
received.” 

(i) From Mrs, Gaskell to fohn Forster 

Manchester, Oct . Sthy 1849. 

I want to ask for yoiir kind Alices. You know 
Tennyson, and you know who Samuel Bamford is, a 
great, gaunt, stalwart Lancashire man, formerly hand- 
loom weaver, autheu’ of Life of u Rudiculy age nearly' 
70, and living in that state which is exac^ decent 
TOverty with hia neat little apple-faced wife. They 
their only child. Bunfbrd is the most hearty 
land It a saying a good deal) admirer of Tennyson I 
khow. I dislike redtetions exceedingly, but he repeats 
some of Tennyaon’a poems in so rapt yet so ^ple 
fe|$dting that any <me is by: in the 
im%ht of the mude aiK the exquidte thoughts, tha t 
0s»e,4Sah t help liking to hear him. He does not care 
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one jot whether peopl« like him or not in . his own 
“intense enjoyment. says when |ie lies awake at 
night, as in his old age he often do^ and gets sadly 
thinking of the days tint are gone when his child wds 
alive, he soothes himself by repeating T.’s poems. I 
adced him the other day if he h^ got thdm of lus own. 
•• No,” he stud rather iboumfully : he Md been long 
looking out for a secon4*hand copy, but somehow they 
had not got into the old book-shops, and 14s. or 18s. 
(which are they?) was too much for a poor num, and 
then he brightened up and sud. Thank God he had 
a good memory, and whenever he got into a house 
where there were Tennyson’s poems he learnt as many 
as he could by heart. He thought he knew better 
than twelve, and b^[an “CEnone,” and then the 
“Sleeping l^uty.” Now I wonder if you catch a 
glimpse of what I want. I thought at first of giving 
him the poems this Xmas, but then I thought you 
would perhaps ask Tennyson if he would give Bamford 
a copy himself ^ which would be glorious for the 

old man. Dear, how he would triumph. 


( 2 ) To John Forster 

Mablbthorpe, Alford, 

Lincolnshirb. 1849. 

My dear Forster, 

I got both your notes almost at ^ 
same time. 1 have been flying about from bousht 
to house for a long time, and yours was delivered 
to 'me at a place called Scremby Hall in this 
coun^ where I was mi4iung a morning call. 
All that account of Sam. Bamford is very in* 
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piling ttideed. r reckon his admiration a^ 
highest honour 1 have yet received. A lady” 
yas so charmed with the relation that I gave 
her thie letter. Of course I will give him a 
copy hut I shall not be in town for a fortnight. 
The first thing I do will be to call at Moxon’s 
and get him one. 1 am here on this desolate 
s^-coast. My friends have fdted me in this 
county so long that I think it high time to 
move, but they will not let me go yet. How 
have you been, my dear boy ? I trust well. 
In the hope of seeing you as soon as possible, * 

1 am, yours as ever, 

A. Tennyson.^ 


( 3 ) From Mrs. Gaskell to yohn Forster 

* Friday, Dtc. 7/A, 1849. 

i have not yet taken my bonnet off after hunting 
up Bamford. First of all we went to Blakeley to his 
Uttle white-washed cottage. His wife was deaning, 
and regretted her “master” was not at home. He 
had g<me into Manchester, where she did not know. 

I ah«n^ ^ into the detuls of the hunting of this day. 

we pounced upon the great gray stalwart man 
c Q j ro ^|t out of a little old-fiuhioned public-house where 
jlPweaBy people put up. When 1 produced my book * 
'* This is enuid.” I said, “ Look at the title- 
|ige,r for I saw he was fiurly caught by something . 

'i ' ^ C ' 

' * ife iacloKd to Ponter for the SxMtitur, March 24th,> “ You 
Ini^t have won the poet*a name’' : reprinted in' the Fttm (tixth 
eS), 1850. 
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he liked in the nuddle of the tiook* and was staoili|lg 
‘Aiding it in the street. ** Well, 1 am a proud nMia 
this day ! ” he exclaimed. Then he turned it up and 
down and read a Int 0t was a very crowded street) 
and his gray face went quite brown-red with pleasure. 
Suddenly he stopped. ** What must I do for mm back 
agdn?” “Oh! you tnust write to him, and thank 
lum.” “I’d rather wade 20 mile than write a lettw 
any day.” “Well, then, suppose you set off this 
Christmas, and walk *and thank Tennyson.” He 
looked up from his book, right in my face, ouite 
indknant. “ Woman ! wdking won’t reach him. 
We^ oif the earth don’t ye see, but he’s there, up 
above. I can no more reach him by walking than if 
he were an eagle or a skylark high above my head.” 
It came fresh, warm, straight from the heart, wthout 
a notion of m^ng a figurative speech, but as if it were 
literal truth, and I were a goose for not being aware 
of it. Then he dipped down agrin into his book, and 
b^;an reading aloud the “Sleeping Beauty,” and in the 
middle stopped to look at the Minting again. And we 
left him in a sort of sleep-walking state, and only trust 
he will not be run over. 


(4) Fr<m Samuel Bamford to Alfred TefmysoH 

Blakeley, Dee. lyh, i849F 

Dear Sir, 

Mrs. Gaskell a few days rinra presMiiiilK 
me your poems, vdth your autograph, in kind ten^ 
and 1 can only say, as to the present, that I am* vd^ 
greatiy obliged; and that you could not have done 
anything that* would have fdeased me better. Accept 
my most rincere thanks. 
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■ ^ I cannot forget them. I cannot put 

thiitt 6rom my thoughts ; the persons and tlw 

stenes they represent haunt me. I have read them all 
c^ TlMvl 6v», and I have not awakened once this 
night Wioat 

1 . , *t^y heart, my life, my love, my bride 

i^mwdlitely recurring to my thoughts. 

, 5^1 your “Qriana” has stwted the tears into my 
into those of my dear wife, many a time. It 
^ a dwp thing. Your “I^ocfcsley HaU" is terribly 
boaopinil ; firofoundly impressive. The departure of 
** Sleeping Palace” is almost my favourite, and 
fbuf “Gardener’s Daughter,” ah ! it brings early scenes 
to my mind. 

Thse story of my early love that haunts me now I’m old. 
And broods within my very heart altho’ ’tiswell-nigh cold. 

■My wife, bless her ! I never feel my sensibilities 
g^ing over, but when I look I find hers are doing 
the same. And it has frecjuently been the case since 
1 was so fmrtunate as' to have your, poems. 

But your English ! why it is almost unlimitedly 
Mcjn^ssive. This language of ours, what can it not 
be*fi^ to say ? What height, what depth filled with 

glonous hues, terrible g^ms, and vivid flashes does 
It not combine and your poi^ exhibit all ? 

^ you well? ^ you happy? I hope’ you ard 
b<4h. Accept my kindest mriies, and believe me to be 

Yours most truly, 

Samvbl Bamford. 

To Miss HoIIwuy (of Spilsby) my father wfote 
arout her cousin Miss Jean InM^w’s poems, ^ 
R/^^mng Chronicle of Incidenti andF^ieUt^s, 



xi\9 JEAN INGELOW'S- POEMS 

• » 

^ My dear Miss Hollway, 

Many thanks for your very 
I have only just returned to town^ and fdllha 
the Rhyming Chromck. Your cousin must bp 
worth knowing : the^e are some very charming 
things in her book, at least it seems so to me, 
tho’ I do not pique myself on being much of a 
critic at first sighti and I reallv have only 
skimmed a few pages. Yet 1 tnink I may 
venture to pronounce that she need not be 
sy^hamed. of publishing them. Certain things 
I saw which 1 count abominations, tho* I myself 
in younger days have been guilty of the same, 
and so was Keats. I would sooner lose a pretty 
thought than enshrine it in such rhymes as 
“ Eudora ” “ before her,” “ vista ” “ sister.’* She 
will get to hate them herself as she grows 
older, and it would be a pity that she should 
let her book go forth with these cockneyisms. 
If the book were not so good I should not care 
for these specks, but the critics will pounce 
upon them, and excite a prejudice. I decldre 
I should like to know her. 

, 1 have such a heap of correspondence to 

answer that I must bid you good-bye. What 
the German lady says is very gratifying. I sfai^ 
perhaps see you again in the autumn. My bdk 
remembrances to each and all of vour circle. 

Ever yours tndy, A. Tennyson. 

, 

P.S. $trajf%e ! that 1 did not see it. 1 turn 
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to the title-page, and find the book is published. 
I fancied it had only been printed. Forgive 
^iiriy ! Well, your cousin will amend, perhaps, 
tj|e errors I have mentioned, in her next edition. 

< On the invitation of Aubrey de Vere, my 
paid his second visit to Ireland ; but he 
his left ho record of his tour. At my request 
liifr. de Vere has kindly written the following 
account: to which he has added some reminis- 
cences of his hearing ** In Memoriam ” read 
in 1850. 

In the year 1848 Alfi^ Tennyson had felt a 
cravi^ to make a lonely sojourn at Bude : ** I hear,” 
he said, *'that there are larger waves there than on any 
other part of the British coast : and must go thither 
and be alone with God.” I persuaded him to come 
alw to Ireland where the waves are fiu* higher and the 
cfifia often rise to 800 feet and in one spot, Slieve 
League, to 2000 : while at the mountain’s landward 
fide are still shown the “prayer-stations” of Saint 
Columbkill. He passed five weeks v^th us at Curragh 
Chase, to us deUehtfiil weeks. The day befim our 
arrival we vifited toe celebrated “ fiUl ” of the Shannon 
at Castleconnel ; over it there hung a full moon, the 
laittest I have ever seen. Hie aspect might well have 
#Pmn weak nerves. It looked as if the “ centrifugal ” 
totoe had ceased, and the vast luminary nught come 
dovm upon the earth in another hour. That night wc 
fiept in my fister’s house, and she had the satisfacHon 
of cpaversuig with the Poet whose works she had fed 
opfince her gjrlhood. 
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The weeks passed by <mly too rapidly. We 
drove our guest to the old Gistles and Abbeys in the 
neighbourhood : he was shocked at the poverty of tht 
peasantry, and the marks of havock wrought through 
the country by the great potato>famine : he read in 
the library ; and worked on a new edition of “ Hie 
Piincess,” smoking at the same time without hindrance 
in our most comrortable bedroom, and protected as hur 
as possible from noise ; he walked where he pleased 
alone, or in compaiw tl^ough woods in which it was 
easy to lose oneself, a cave so deep that Merlin 
might have slept in it to tlus day unawakened. In 
the evenings he had vocal music from Lady de Vere 
and her sister, Caroline Standish, and Sonatas of Mozart 
or Beethoven played by my eldest brother, with a 
power and pathos rare in an amateur. Later, he read 
poetry to us with a voice that doubled its power, 
commonly choo»t^ pathetic pieces ; and on one 
occasion after finislung “ A Smrowful Tale ” by Crabbe, 
glanced round reproachfully and said, “I do not see 
that any of you are weeping ! ” One night we turned 
his poem of “ The Day-Dream " into an acted charade ; 
a beautiful girl whom he used to call “that stately 
mud,” taldng the part of the Sleeping Beauty ; and 
the poet himself that of the Prince who broke the S|^ 
of her slumber. Another night there was a dwee 
which he denounced as a stimd tlung, while a brilliant 
^d amtiung person. Lady G., who was accustomed to 
speak her mind to all alike, scolded him sharply. 
“ How would the world get on if others went ab^ 
4t growling at its amusements in a vmce as deep as a 
lion’s? I request^that you will go uMtsurs, put on an 
evonitf coat, and ask my daughter Boplua to dance.” 
He dm so, tfnd was the gayest of the gay for sevnwl 
hours, turning out moreover an excellent dancer. He 
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wM Itkoti «11 the better for always saying what pam«» 
into his head. One day a ^roung lady who sat next hint 
dinner, sppice of a certdn nuuriage just announced, 
^ pemtiess wc. He nmunaged in his pocket, 
IKfcilni^ed a penhy, and slapped it down loudly close to 
ibeis plate saying, “ There, I give you that, for that is 
the Ood' ywj worslup.” The rirl was a little lightened, 
but jnore amused : they made mends ; and he promised 
to^iOfid her a pocket copy of Milton. Some months 
lft|te she receivM one from England, beautifully bound. 
Ife Was a time of jpoUtical excitement, and Ireland 
On the brink or that silly attempt at rebellion 
put back all her serious interests for a quartes 
of a century. Half Europe was in revolt and the 
pK^diets of the day avet^ that England might any 
day find' herself inv<dved in a general war. Some one 
reraarited that an invasion would be more practicable 
m days of steamships than in those of Nelson 

and Nfptdeon. Tennyson was a Patriot -poet like 
^lakespeare, who gave us the glorious dying speech of 
“ Old John of Qaunt, time-honoured Lancaster,” the 
Patriot-prince. His reply was, “Don’t let them land 
on England’s coast, or we will shatter them to pieces.” 

^We^ took care that our guest should see or hear 
something of Ireland’s quunt humours : I must find 
roc^ fw one story wluch especially amused him, and 
which he ofben ret^d. Returning home recently after 
a fortn^ht’s alawnce, I had visited our old Parish' 
I^est, lather Tim, and found him at dinner with his 
CUt^. It had been a rime of great disturbance : many 
hou^ h^ been attacked by night, nnmiy guns bmne 
off in triumph, and much blood shed. In answer .to 
my enquiries he sud : “ The country has been qtuet 
enci^h, much as usual, except one diagra<!eful outrage, 
silch as 00 one ev«r heud or befiare in Ireland. What 
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would you tlunk, Sir,> tof a girl bang carried ofF by 
nig ht, and no car sent ioe her ? ” It had long been a 
traditicmal usage in Ireland, when parents on unressott^ 
able grounds reristed their daughter’s marriage, for J|ir 
lover and his friends to carry' her off, apparently 
force, but in reality with her connivance. After a few 
days the parents had to accept what they could not 
then avert; but the abduction was a ceremonial in 
which the Sabine Mrid was always treated vdth entire 
respect. “Sir, I ask you,” said Father Tim to his 
curate, laying down his knife and fork, and his old fece 
flushing up, “as long as you are on the mission, did 
lyou ever hear of a girl being carried off, and no car 
sent for her,?” “Never, Sir,” was the answer, “and 
it would not be a common car, but a ride-car.” “Yes,” 
Father Tim rejoined, “and mcarcover a woman would 
be sent for her with the party, to keep her in courage.” 
“ To be sure there would,” the curate replied ; “ am a 
most respectable woman.” For several minutes the 
affirmation and the response were alternated more 
and more loudly and with stronger gesticulations ; “ A 
car would be sent ! ” “ Aye, and a side-car I ” “A 
woman would be sent ! ” “ Aye, and a most resp^able 
woman ! ” The old priest ended, “ I am afraid pid 
Ireland is going to the bad ! Well, thank Heaven it 
did not happen in my parish ; but it happened witMn 
a hundred yards of it I A girl of the Mofonys, one of 
'the old* stock I ” Neither priest finished his poor 
dinner of bacon and cabbage that day. This violation 
of traditimial etiquette led to consequences which 
justified Father Tim’s last words, “ Well, God is good I 
it.4id not happen in my parish 1 ” For more than two 
yea<s tlut f^sh had b^ the prey of right marauders 
who roained\t larg^ plundering or malting the flutners 
pay black-mril. defied alike magistrate, police 
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and country-geatlemen ; for though every one knew 
who diey were, no one dared to give information. Not 
80 that daughter the old stock. The rc^es had 
catried her to the house of an old woman in complicity 
with the enterprise, but who, on recc^izing in the ^1 
a fifth ccMinn of her aunt’s, placed her in W own bed 
and sent the adventvuers without a glass of whisky. 
At die risk of her life the girl went to a magistrate, 
g^ve infmtnation agrinst the gang, and promised to 
swear to it in Court, on one condition. It was that 
one man diould not be proceeded agrinst. The other 
seven, she affirmed, were blackguards, who had not 
sd much as given her time to dress herself anyway 
ridy ’’ ; and who had dragged her without a shoe 
on her fiset through three muddy fields ; but there was 
one man of a better sort who had “behaved mighty 
perished” to her, hoisting her up on his shoulders 
once when they crossed a bog. The “ polished ” man 
WM foi^ven, and probably Mgged pardon of Father 
Tim, and returned to his duties : the other Kven were 
transp<Mted, and probably made their fortunes in the 
Colonies ; and the parish had peace. 

Alfred Tennyson’s desire to see cliffs and waves 
revived, and we sent him to our cousin, Maurice Fitz- 
Gerald, Knight of Kerry, who lived at Valencia where 
they are seen at their l^t. On his way thither he 
slept at Mount Trenchard, the residence of Lord^ 
Monteagle, and 1 led him to the summit of Knock’ 
Fatri^, the ftrthest spot in the South West to which 
IreUud’s Apostle, Patriarch and Patron, advanced. 
There wlule from fiur and near from both rides of the 
Shannon t^ jpecmle flocked round him. Saint Patd^ 
peeached his m-nuned sermon and gave hi8>>benedi<irion 
tx> the Lam^ its mountutn and its plrins,^its pastures, 
ka fiorest^ its rivers and the sands under the rivers. 
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The sun^ was one oi extraordinary but minatMy 
It gave, 1 remember, a darksome glory to the 
vast and desolate expanse Mith all its creeks and inlets 
^m ^e Shannon, lighted the green islands in 
mouth of the Feraus, fired the ruined Gistle of %aiud, 
a stronghold of ue Desmonds, one of a hundred which 
they were said to have posses^. The western clouds 
hung low, a mass of crimson and gold ; wlule, from 
the ledge of a nearer one, down plunged a glittering 
flood empurpled fike wine. The scene was a thoroughly 
Irish one ; and gave a stormy welcome to the Sassenach 
Bard. The next morning he pursued his way |done to 
yalencia.- He soon wrote that he had emoyed it. He 
had found there the highest waves that freland knows, 
clifis that at one spot rise to the height of 600^ feet, 
famariaka and fuchsias that no sea-winds can intimidate, 
and the old “ I^ight of Ke^,” who, at the ue of 
nearly 80, preserved the spirits, the grace and the 
majestic b«uty of days gone by — as chivalrous a repre- 
sentative of Desmond’s great Norman House as it had 
ever put forth in those times when it fought side bv 
side with the greatest Gaelic Hou^, for Irelands 
andent frith, and the immemorial rights of its Pala- 
tinate.* Afterwards Tennyson viritw Killamey ^t 

1 On hit eighty-iecond birthday my father received the follow- 
ing letter : 

Calvirlby Park, Twkbriooi Wblu, 

• jMptit 6M, 1891. 

** Long life to your honour,” rs Iriih peasentt used to ity, and 
so say I, the mati who was working the State qtia^, on the Island 

Valencia, whoi you spent a ^ days there in 1848, Chartist 
»^es in Londcai and Fenian times in Ireland. I remember your 
tellihg us, not widiout some glee, how a Valencian. Fenian stealthily 
doQod your fH^teps up the mountain and conung at last close to 
your ear, whi^ered, ** Ee you from France 
• Your sonorous reading to os after dinner sundry truculent 
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rmuined tl^re onlv a few days » yvt diat i4rit 
bequeathed a memorial. The echoea. .<^-t|U|i biq|||l« wt 
Kmarney on that loveliest of ^es insphi^ dw song 
introduced into the secmid edition of ; «!(,'** Frincess, ’ 
bq^ndin^ 

' The splendour falls oh cisstle 

it is but due to Killamey that kofh the pareHtt of that 
lyftc should be remembered in crninectitm udth that 
me child between them bom” ; and through that song, 
Killamey will be recalled to the memory of many uho 
have seen yet half forgotten it. When they read diose 
stanzas, and yet more when they hear thetti fittingly 
sung, they will see agtin, as in a dream, the reach of 
its violet-coloured waters where they reflect the “Purple 
Mountain,” the “Elfland” of its Black Valley, 
“ Croom-a-doof,” the silver river that winds and flashes 
through wood and rock, connecting the n^tic “ Upper 
Ladce,*” and the beetling rock of the “ Erie’s Nest ” 

puMges in Daniel O'Connell’ii Hittttj «f Irthmd, which happened 
to be lyioR lay table, hat lingered m my eait ever since. Seeing 
among mv few books all that your friend Carlyle had up to ^at 
time published, you told me you thought he had nothing more to 
say. I was often reminded of this whilst reading his subsequent 
Crmwttt and Frtdttitk and L*tttr Ddys, and how near that was 
to the truth. You will hardly have forgotten the old Knight of 
Kerry, the owner of the Islimd, his dignified pretence and hit 
redolence of Grattan and Cuiran and Castlerea^ and the Irish 
Parliament in which he sat for many years. I don’t know whether 
" the rude imperions surge ” which lashes die sounding shore of the 
island ever ^w ^m as I had hoped, some “hoarse rough 
verse,” some (rf'that toar, |i^ch tells us, as “music tells us, of what 
in all eur life me have never known, and never, still know.” 

Yl^th the “troops of friends” this day wiming you long life, 
heartily ]cdhs the ci-devant quarryman and W * . 

Yours truly, Binmu BLacanrais^ 
{Ntm *b* Oct^tndrisM.) 
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with the two lai|;er and sunnier but not lovelier lakes. 
Bef<nKi^ dwih sgam will rise Dinis Island, srith its em- 
bowo^ and their gdklen sands, the mountun 

ggrdena Ghaia haunted oy murmurs of the cascade, 
^ dis|attl^ Sut shrouded by the primeval oak-woods. 

^pun oft that island, majestic at once 
andi ftSOiB»Iftl>l Inisfalleni its gre^-stemmed and solem 
groves^ its. undulating lawns, wluch embosom the ruins 
^ that . Abbey, the shelter ^m century to century of 
Ireland’s AnnaU^ts. Tl^ will mu^ agrin in the yew- 
roofril cloister of Muckiross, and glide once more by its 
caverned and fantastic rocks, and promontories fringed 
W arbutus brakes, with their dark yet shining leaves, 
Sdr scarlet berries and their waxen flowers. Whatever 
is flurest in other lakes they will see here combined, as 
if Nature had amused herself by publislung a volume of 
poetic selections from all her works. As the vision 
fades, their eyes will rest long on the far mountains 
that girdle aU that beauty, mountrins here and there 
dark with those yew-forests through which the wild 
deer of old escaped from the stag-hounds of Mac- 
Guthymore. It is marvellous that so many of the 
cluef characteristics of Killarney should have found 
place in a poem so short. 

We met next in London. Few of the hours I spent 
with AhM surrive with such a pathetic sweetness and 
nearness in my recollection as thore which are associated 
with that time and with “ In Memoriam, which, as he 
told me, he once thought of entitling “ Fragments of 

* an Elegy,” Soon after this he pvi)li8hed the poem. 

w I went to him very late e»A night, and he read 

• raftny of the poems to me or discuss them with me 
till earlvAours of the mormt^. The tears often 
ran dpwu m face as he read, without the slightest 
apparent cwisrioosness of them on his part. The pathos 

8i o 



xSi^S** 


1846-1850 

and grandeur of these poems were to me greatly in- 
crease by the voice which rather intoned than recited 
them, and which, as was obvious, ccaild not posnbly 
have given them utterance in any manner not thus 
muncal. Sometimes towards the close of a stanza his 
voice dropped ; but I avmded the chance of thus lonng 
any part of the meaning by mtting beside him, and 
elancing at the pieces he read. They were written in a 
fong and narrow manuscript book, which assisted him 
to arrange the poems in due order by bringing many of 
^m at once Mfore his eye. As I walked home alone 
in the early mornings, the noises had ceased in each 
** long unlovely street” ; and the deep voice cwhich ha(l 
so long charmed me followed me still, and seemed to 
waft me along as if I had glided onward half^eep 
in a gondola. I have ever regarded “ In Memoriam ” 
as the finest of the Poet’s works. As in the case 
of Dante, a great sorrow had been the harbinger of 
a sot^ greater still : Dante had vowed to celebrate 
Beatrice as no other woman had ever been celebrated ; 
Md he kept that vow. The Northern Poet had also 
in early youth lost his chief ftiend, and after the 
lapse of seventeen years commended him to a fame 
such u neither “ Lycidas ” new “ Adonais ” had 
eifer inherited. Many of Tennyson’s poems are 
** of imaginatioh all compact.” In “ In Memoriam ” 
imaffination drims less, coinpanitivdy, to win more. 
In mis work each successive f^ing and thought ascend 
from me depms of me Poet’s heart, as me fountain’s 
bubbles mount from me gold sands beneam it, and ' 
pass mence mrough me imwnation, in progress to the- 
sympathies of mankind. Natimd description is l^te 
too invested wim its finest function, for^proughout it 
l^aus itself most subtly wim me hunfiui am^ons, 
now adtBng to mdr sorrow, and now assuapng it : and 
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here Poefic Ait fia^ its aptest opportumties, for each 
of ^e pieces, ^iduk it constitutes of a great whde, 
is itself so bii^ that it admits of the lughest, moat 
palpable perfection of shape. Tennyson was a true artist 
because he was not an artist only. He understood 
the relations in which Art stands to Nature and to 
fact. An incident wiH illustrate this remark. It had 


often seemed to me that though “ In Memoriam ” had 
been desired by its author chiefly as a monument 
nused to nis fti^, it was also r^rded by him as a 
work which carried a spiritual teaching with it : it 
taught that the history of a great sorrow is the historv 
pf a soul r and that a soul which passes bravely through 
the dark shadow of the planet of grief must, on emerg- 
ing thence, meet the sunrise at its remoter side. Long 
after the publication of “ In Memoriam ” I reminded 
him of wlut he had let fall on that subject, and added 
that such a scheme of poetic thought if carried out to 
the full, would create, in a lyrical form, a work not 
without much analogy to Dante’s Divina CommeMa, 
the first part of which is all woe, though the latter 
cantos of the second part, the “ Purgattwio,” abound 
in consolation and peace ; while the third part, the 
“ Paradiso,” is the song of triumph and of joy. I re- 
marked that many of the later pieces in the second pSut 
of “ In Memoriam ” were also songs of consolation and 
peace, and suggested that perhaps he might at some 
later time give to the whole work its third part, or 
Paradise. The poet’s answer was this : ** I have wr it t en 
what I have felt and known ; and I still never write 
imything else.” 
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«IN MEMORIAM” 

Break, break, break. 

On thy cold gray stones, O Sea ! 

And I would that my tongue could utter 
The thoughts that arise in me. 

O well for the fisherman*s boy. 

That he shouts with his sister at play ! 

O well for the sailor lad. 

That he sings in his boat on the bay ! 

And the stately ships go on 
To their haven under the hill ; 

But O for the touch of a vanish’d hand. 

And the sound of a voice that is still ! 

Break, break, break. 

At the foot of thy crags, O Sea ! 

But tha tender grace of a day that is dead 
Wai never come back to me. 

Half a mile to the south of Clevedon in 
Somersetshire, on a lonely hill, stands Clevedon 
Chhfch, ^‘obscure and solitary,” overlooking a 
wide expanse of water, where the Severn flows 
into the Bristol Channel. It is dedicated tafSt. 
Andrew, the chancel being the orK^Il^al fisher- 
men^s chapel. 
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i8So HALLAM’S EPITAPH* 

From the graveyard you can hear the music 
of the tide as it washes against the low cliffs not 
a hundred yards away. In the manor aisle pf 
the church, under which is the vault of the 
Hallams, may be read this epitaph to Arthur 
Hallam, written by his father : 

TO 

THE MEMORY OF 

ARTHUR HENRY HALLAM 

ELDEST SON OF HENRY HALLAM ESQUIRE 
AND OF JULIA MARIA HIS WIFE 
DAUGHTER OF SIR ABRAHAM ELTON BARONET 
OF CLEVEDON COURT 

WHO WAS SNATCHED AWAY BY SUDDEN DEATH 
AT VIENNA ON SEPTEMBER 15TH 1833 
IN THE TWENTY-THIRD YEAR OF HIS AGE 
AND NOW IN THIS OBSCURE AND SOLITARY CHURCH 
REPOSE THE MORTAL REMAINS OF 
ONE TOO EARLY LOST FOR PUBLIC FAME 
BUT ALREADY CONSPICUOUS AMONG HIS CONTEMPORARIES 
FOR THE BRIGHTNESS OF HIS GRNXUS 
THE DEPTH OF HIS UNDERSTANDING 
THE NOBLENESS OF HIS DISPOSITION 
THE FERVOUR OF HIS PIETY 
AND THE PURITY OF HIS LIFE 

VALE DULCISSIME 

^ALE DILECTISSIME DESIDERATISSIMI 
, ^ ^ REQUIESCAS IN PACE 

PATER AC MATER HIC POSTHAC REQUIESCAMUS TECUM 
USQUE AD TUBAM 
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In this part of the church there is also another 
tablet to the memory of Henry Hallam, the 
epitaph written by my &ther : who thought the 
simpler the epitaph, the better it would become 
the simple and noble man, whose work speaks 
for him : 



WITH HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN RESTS 


HENRY HALLAM THE HISTORIAN 


It was not until May 1850 that “In Memo-j 
riam” was printed and given to a few friends. 
Shortly afterwards it was published, first of all 
anonymously, but the authorship was soon dis- 
covered. 

The earliest jottings, begun in 1833, of the 
“ Elegies ” as they were then called, were nearly 
lost in a London lodging, for my father was 
always careless about his manuscripts. 

Mr. Coventry Patmore wrote to me about 

this : 

« 

The letter hrpin your father concerning the MS. of 
** In Memotikih^v I gave to the late Sir John Simeon, 
tlunking^at he ou^t to have it, as he had the MS.^ 
itself. This letter asked me to visit the lodging ip 
MonunMon Place, Hampstead Road, which he had 
occupied two or three weeks before, and to try to re- 
cover the MS., which he had left in a closet whence 

* Tlus MS., given tp Sir John Simeon bjr myiktller, has |been 
fenecontty returned to me by Lady Simeon for presentation to the 
Idbnry m Trinity College, Cambridge. 
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was used to keeo some of his provinons. TIm hutdlady 
said that no saai book had left, but 1 imuated on 
looking for it myself, and found it where your ftdier 
ssud it was. 

The le;^,ter alluded to is given below : 

Bonchurch, 

Ftb. aS/A, 1850^ 

My dear CovE^e^RY, 

I went up to my room yesterday to 
get my -book of Elegies ; you know what I 
mean, a long, butcher-ledger-like book. I was 
going to read one or two to an artist here : I 
could not find it. I have some obscure remem- 
brance of having lent it to you. If so, all is 
well, if not, will you go to my old chambers and 
institute a vigorous inquiry ? I was coming up 
to-day on purpose to look after it, but as the 
weather is so furious I have yielded to the wishes 
of my friends here to stop till to-morrow. I 
shall be, I expect, in town to-morrow at 2$ 
M. P. when I shall be glad to see you. *At 
9.10’ p.m. the train in which I come gets into 
London. I shall be in Morningtbn Place about 
10 o’clock I suppose. Perhaps you would in 
your walk Museum-ward calf on Mrs. Lloyd 
and tell her to prepare for me. With best 
reipeaab^rances to Mrs. Patmore, 

Believe me ever yours, 

A. Tennyson. 
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At first the reviews of the volume were not 
on th^ whole ^mpathettc. One critic in a 
legiding journal, for instance, considered that a 
great deal of poetic feeling had been wasted,” 
and “ much shallow art spent on the tenderness 
shown to an Amaryllis of the Chancery Bar.” 
Another referred to the poem as follows : “ These 
toui$;|ii;||| lines evidently come from the full heart 
of l^^^idow of a military man.” However, 
Maurice' and Robertson thought that 
had made a definite step to>yards the 
of the highest religion and philosophy^ 
wiW the progressive science of the day ; and 
tl^^l'he will the one poet who “ through almost 
tA 6 ft^l^les of a death-struggle” had made an 
eif<M:lfve stand against his own doubts and 
difficulties and those of the time, “ on behalf of 
those first principles which underlie all creeds, 
which belong to our earliest childhood, and on 
which the wisest and best have rested through 
all ages ; that all is right ; that darkness shall be 
clear ; that 0 od and Time are the only inter- 
preters ; that Love is King ; that the Immortal 
is in us ; that) which is the keynote of the whole, 

‘ All is well, tho* Faith and Form be sundered* 
ih the night of Fear.* ” * Scientific leaders like 
Herschel, Owen, Sedgwick and Tyndall regarded 

^ Robeftsoa goe« bo fax as to say : ** To my mind and l^a^ the 
» m$st satisfactory things that have been ever said on the^^iiturc .scale 
tre contained in ^ pow/* 

) The best anid^s of *^In Memoriaa^’* is by Miss Chapman 
(Macmillan and 


88 



iij® GLA©8TdSF8 REVIEW 

him as a champion ol Science, and cheeitd him 
with words of genuine a^piiradon for his love of 
Nature, for the eagerness with which he wel- 
comed all the latest. Scientific discoveries, and for 
his trust in truth. Science indeed in his opinion 
was one of the main forces tending to disperse 
the superstition that still darkens the world. A 
review which he thought one of the ab|ISt was 
that by Mr. Gladstone. Frpm this revfi^ I 
quote the following to show that in Gla^iic^'s 
opinion jny father had not over-esdildtted 
Arthur Hallam. 

In 1850 Mr. Tennyson gave to the world under 
title of “ In Memoriam,” perhaps the richest oblarion 
ever offered by the afiection of fiiendship at the touib of 
the departed. The memory of Arthur Henry Hallam, 
who died suddenly in 1833, at the age of twenty-two, 
will doubtless live chiefly in connection with this 
volume. But he is well known to have been one who, 
if the term of his days had been prolonged, would have 
needed no rid fiom a friendly hand, would have built 
his own enduring monument, and wotid have 
queathed to his country a name in all likelihood greater 
than that of his very distinguished Ather. The writer 
of this paper was, more than half a century ago, in a 
condition to say 

1 marked him 

As a far Alp ; and loved to watch the sunrise 

Davqj^n his ample brow.” ‘ 

There perhaps was.no one among thpee who were 
* De ♦'ere’* Mtry Tkd*r^ iv. i. 
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bleased with his friendship, nay, as we see, not even Mr. 
Tennyson,^ who did not feel at once brand closely to 
hiin by commandinp^ adection, and left far behind by 
the rapid, full and nch development of his ever-search- 
ing mind ; by his 

” All-comprehensive tenderness, 
All-subtilising intellect.” 

It w<|dd be easy to show what in the varied forms 
of ,^ttman excellence, he might, had life been granted 
accomplished ; much more difficult to point 
the dn^tf and to say, “ This he never could have done.” 
Enou^ remains from among his early efforts, to ao 
credit whatever mournful witness may now be borne of 
him. But what can be a nobler tribute than this, that 
f<xr seventeen years after his death a poet, fast rising to- 
wai^ the lofty summits of his art, found that young 
fading image the richest source of his inspiration, and 
of thoughts that gave him buoyancy for a flight such as 
he had not hitherto attained.* 

Bishop Wcstcott and Profbssor Henry Sidg- 
wick have written me interesting letters which 
r^spectively^ive the impressions the poem made 
on Cambridge men in 1850, and in i860, and I 
quote them m extenso. 

The Bishop writes : 

When “ In Memoriam ” appeared, I felt (as I feel if 
posnble mote strongly now) that the hope of man lies 
in the lustixic realization of the Gospel. I rejoiced in 
the Introduction, which appeared to me tP.,.be .the 
mature sumnung up after an interval of the duny struns 

> S«e “In Memoriam,” cm., cx, cxi., cxii, cxiii. 

• Gledttone'a Glttmiwgt rf Past Ttars, ^I. H. pp. 136, 137. • 
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of thm^ht in the “ El^;tes.” Now the stress of con- 
troversy is over, I thioS: so still. As I look at my 
original copy of “In Memoriam,” 1 recognise tkft 
what impremed me most was your Other’s splendid futh 
(in the face of the frankest acknowledment of evmy 
difficulty) in the growing purpose of me sum of life, 
and in the noble destiny of the individual man as he 
offers lumself for the fulfilment of hb little part (liv., 
Lzxxi., txxxii. and the closing stanzas). Tins ^th 
has now largely entered into our common life, and it 
seems to me to express a lesson of the Gospel which the 
circumstances of all time encourage us to master. 

Professor Sidgwick writes : 

After thinking over the matter, it has seemed to me 
better to write to you a somewhat different kind of 
letter from that which I originally designed : a letter 
not primarily intended for publication, though I wish 
you to feel at liberty to print any part of it which you 
may find suitable, but primarily intended to serve rather 
as a “ document " on wluch you may base any state- 
ments you may wish to make as to the impression 
product by “In Memoriam.” I have decided fjp 
adopt this course : because I want to write vrith rather 
more frank ^otism than I should otherwise like to 
show. I want to do this, because in describing the 
impression made on me by the poem, I ought to make 
clear the point of view from which I approached it, 
and the attitude of thought which I retunra under its 
influence. In what follows I shall be descritniiff chiefly 
tny .own jgcperiences : but I shall allow myself some- 
times* -to say “we" rather than “I,” meaning by 
“we"* my generation, as known to me, through 
converse with intimate friends. 
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To b^n, then : our views on religious nutters were 
not, at any rate after a year or two of the discussion 
sorted in i860 by Essays and Reviews, really in 
harmony with those which we found suggested by 
“ In Memoriam.” They were more sceptics and less 
Christian, in any strict sense of the word : certainly 
this was the case with myself ; I remember feeling that 
Clough represented my individual habits of thought and 
sentiment more than your father, although as a poet 
he moved me less. And this more sceptical attitude 
has remained mine through life ; while at the same 
time 1 feel that the belieis in God and in immortality 
are vital to human well-being. 

Hence the most important influence of “ In Memo- 
riam” on my thought, apart from its poetic charm 
as an expression of personal emotion, opened in a region, 
if 1 may so say, deeper down than the difference between 
Theism and Christianity: it lay in the unparalleled 
combination of intensity of feeling with comprehensive- 
ness of view and balance of judgment, shown in present- 
ing the deepest needs and perpleidties of humanity. 
And this influence, I find, has increased rather than 
diminished as years have gone on, and as the great 
issues between Agnostic Science and Faith have become 
continually more prominent. In the sixties I should 
say that these deeper issues were somewhat obscured 
by the discusnons on Christian dogma, and Ipspiraticm 
of Scripture, etc. You may remem'ber Browning’s 
reference to ^is period — 

“ The Essays and Reviews debate 
B^ns to tell on the public mind 
And Colenso's words have weight." 

During these years we were absorbed in struggUng 
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for freedom of thought in the trammels of a lustorical 
religimi : and perhaps what we sympathized with most 
in “ In Memonam ” at this time, apart from the personal 
feeling, was the defence of “ honest doubt,” the recondhar 
tion of knowledge and faith in the introductory poem, 
and the hopeful trumpet-ring of the lines on the New 
Year — 

Ring out the thousand wars of old. 

Ring in the thousand years of peace, 

and generally the forward movement of the thought. 

Well, the years pass, the struggle with what Carlyle 
used to call “Hebrew old clothes” is over, Freedom 
fs won, and what does Freedom bring us to ? It brings 
us face to face with atheistic science : the faith in Gra 
and Immortality, which we had been struggling to clear 
from superstition, suddenly seems to be in the air : and 
in seeking for a firm basts for this faith we find our- 
selves in the midst of the “fight with death” which 
“ In Memoriam ” so powerfully presents. 

What “ In Memoriam ” did for us, for me at feast, 
in this struggle was to impress on us the ineffaceable 
and ineradiomle conviction that humanity will not and 
cannot acquiesce in a godless world : the “ man in 
men” will not do this, whatever individual men may 
do, whatever they may temporarily feel themselves 
driven to do, by rollovring methods which they cannot 
abandon to the conclusions to which these methods at 
present seem to lead. 

The force with which it impressed this conviction 
was not due to the mere intensity of its expressicm of 
-the feel ing s which Athdsm outrages and Agnosticism 
ig^cSes: out rather to its exfnession of them along 
with a reverent docility to the lessons of science which 
alsjp belongs to the essence of the thought of our age. 
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I remember bdim struck with a note in Nature^ at 
the time of your father’s death, which dwelt on ^s 
last-mentimied aspect of lus work, and r^arded him 
as pre-eminently the Poet of Sdence. I have always 
felt ^s characteristic important in estimating his efiect 
<m his generation. Wordsworth’s attitude towards 
Nature was one that, so to say, left Science unregarded : 
the Nature for which Wordsworth stirred our feelings 
was Nature as known by simple observation and inter- 
preted by religious and sympathetic intuition. But 
for your father the physical world is always the world 
as known to us throi^h physical science : the scientific 
view of it dominates his thoughts dbout it ; and hi$ 
general acceptance . of this view is real and sincere, 
even when ne utters the intensest feeling of its in- 
adequacy to satisfy our deepest needs. Had it been 
otherwise, had he met the atheistic tendencies of modem 
Science with more confident defiance, more confident 
assertion of an Intuitive Faculty of theological know- 
ledge, overriding the results laboriously reached by 
empirical science, 1 think his antagonism to these 
tendencies would have been far less imprestive. 

I always feel this strongly in reading the memorable 
lipes : 

“If e’er, when futh had tidlen asleep” down to “I 
have felt.” ^ 

At this point, if the stanzas had stopped' here, we 
should hmre shaken our heads and said, ^‘'Feeling must, 
not usurp the function of Reason. Feeling is not 
knewins. It is the duty of a rational being to follow 
truth wherever it leads.” 

But the poet’s instinct knows tlust- he knows that 

^ See p. 110. 
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^ usurpation by Feding of the fiuiction of Renon 
is too bold and co nfiden t j accordingly in the next 
stanza he gives the turn to humility in the protest of 
Feehng which is reouifed (I think) to win the asse&t 
of the ” num in men at this stage of human thotwht. 

These linw I can never read vnthout tears, i ftd 
in them the indestructible and inalienable minimum of 
fiuth which humanity cannot give up it is 

necessary fw life ; and which I know that I, at least 
80 far as the man in me is deeper than the methodical 
thinker, cannot give up. 

If the possibility of a “godless world " is 
Aith thus r^ored is, for the poet, unquestionably 
a form of Christian faith : there seems to him then no 
reason for doubting that the 

Sinless years 

That breathed beneath the Syrian blue, 

and the marvel of the life continued after the bodily 
death, were a manifestation of the “immortal love*’ 
which by faith we embrace as the essence of the Divine 
nature. “ If the dead rise not, Christ is not risen ” : 
but if we may believe that they rise, then it seems to him, 
we may and must believe the main drift of the Gospel 
rtory ; though we may transiently wonder why the 
risen Lord told His disciples only of life, and nothinir 
of “ what it is to die.” * 

From this {^nt of view the note of Christian faith 
struck in the introductory stanzas is in hamMkiy with 
all that follows. And yet I have always felt that in a 
fxrtun sense the eftect of the introduction does not 
quit» represent the effect of the poem. Fdith, in the 

> ^ Browning’* «Epi*de containing the Stnnge Medic*! 
Ei^eenence of Kanhidi.’’ 
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introduction, is too completely triumphant. 1 think 
this, is inevitable, because so far as the thoi^ht-debate 
presented by the poem is summed up, it mt^ be 
sdmmed up on the side of Frith. Frith must give the 
last word : but the last word is not the whole utterance 
of the trath: the whole truth is that assurance and 
doubt must aitei^iate in the moral world in which we 
at present live, somewhat as night and day alternate in 
the ph^cat world. The revealing visions come and 
go ; when they come we feel that we know : but in the 
intervals we must pass through states in which all is 
dark, and in which we can only struggle to hold the 
conviction that 

Power is with us in the night 
Which makes the darkness and the light 
And dwells not in the light alone. 

“ It must be remembered,” writes my &ther, 
**that this is a poem, not an actual biography. 
It is founded on our friendship, on the engagement 
of Arthur Hallam to my sister, on his sudden 
death at Vienna, just before the time fixed for 
their marriage, and on his burial at Clevedon 
Church. The poem concludes with the marriage 
of my youngest sister Cecilia. It was meant to 
be a kind of Divina Commedia^ ending with 
happiness. The sections were written -at many 
different places, and as the phases of our inter- 
course came to my memory and suggested them. 
I did- not write them with any view of weaving 
them into a whole, or for |>ublication;' until I 
found that I had written so many, 't'he di^rent 
moods of sorrow as in a drama are dramaticrily 
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given^ ttiul my conviction that fau*, doubts, and 
suflibing will find answer and relief only through 
Faitk in a God of Love. * I * is not always tqe 
author Speaking of himself, but the voice of the 
human race speaking thro* him. After the 
Death of A. H. H., the divisions of the poem 
are made by First Xmas Eve (SkiCtion xxviii.). 
Second Xnuis (lxxvui.^), Third Xmas Eve (civ. 
and cv. etc.). I myself did not see Clevedon 
till years after the burial of A. H. H. Jan. 
3rd, 1834, and then in later editions of *In 
JMiemoriahi ’ I altered the word ‘ chancel,’ which 
was the word used by Mr. Hallam in his 
Memoir, to ‘dark church.’ As to the locali- 
ties in which the poems were written, some 
were written in Lincolnshire, some in London, 
Essex, Gloucestershire, Wales, anywhere where 
I happened to be.” * 

^ No. Lxxii. refers to the fim tnniversaiy of the death Sept. 
15th, 1855. No. c. to the farewell of the familjr to Somenby in 

1837- 

* In a letter to Mr. Malan written at the tame time as the above 
note, in reply to enquiries as to whether, in ^ In Memoriam,’* 
has copied Sutius, or Ovid’s ** Epicedion,” or the “Sorrow of 
Arcadius Etroscus,” or “ Spring Stanzas to Domitian,” etc. etc. my 
Sither writes : 

N$v. 1883* 

Diaa Sia, 

I am sorry that your letter has gone so long unanswered, 
bat my eyes are so bad, and I have such a large corresptmdeiice 
.that 1 find it impossible to answer everybot^ It is news to me 
that* (he remains of A. H. H. were landed at IXwer. I had always 
believed that the ship which brought them pot in at Bristol. As 
to his being buried in the chancel, Mr. Hallam in a printed memoir 
of Us ion, states that it was so. * * * I can assure you I am 
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** And as for the metre of * In Membriam ’ I 
had no notion till 1880 that Lord Herbert of 
Cherbury had written his occasional verses in 
the s^e inetre. I believed myself the origin-* 
ator of die metre, until after * In Memoriam * 
camb out, when some one told me that Ben 
Jon^Q^ aiad ' 9 |lr Philip Sidney had used it. 
Thdl^ollowing poems were omitted from ‘In 
Memoriam* when I published, because I thought 
them redundant.” * 


The Grave (originally No. lvii.). {Unpublishedf 

I keep no more a lone distress. 

The crowd have come to see thy grave. 
Small thanks or credit shall I have. 

But these shall see it none the less. 


The happy maiden’s tears are free 

And she will weep and give them way ; 
Yet one unschool\l in want will say 
“ The dead are dead and lei them be.” 


ianocent «s far at I tm aware of knowing one line of Statius ; and 
of OvidV **£ptcedion’* I never heard. 1 have searched for it in 
vain in a little three volume edition of Ovid which 1 have herp, 
but that doea not contain this poem ; nor have 1 ever heard of the 
**Somw of Arcadiut Btruscus,** nor of the ** Spring Stanzas to, 
Doimtian.** The memoir of kit son hf Mr. Haliam» to which I* 
idludct was printed merely for private circulation : and whether 
he repeated the statem^t of the chancel burial in published. 

Memoir I do not know. ^ , 

Yours very truly, 

A. TaMineoii, 

I O Sorrow, wilt thou live with me ** was added in i8$i. 
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Another whispers sick with loss : 

** O let the simple slab remain ! 

The * Mercy Jesu ’ in the rain ! 

The * Miserere ’ id the moss ! 

** I love the daisy weeping dew, 

1 hate the trim-rset plots of art ! *’ 

My friend, thou speakest from the heait. 
But look, for these are nature too. 


To^. H. H. (originally No. cviii.). 
{Unpublished) 

Young is the grief I entertain. 

And ever new the tale she tells. 

And ever young the face that dwells 
With reason cloister’d in the brain : 

Yet grief deserves a nobler name : 

She spurs an imitative will ; 

’Tis shame to £ul so far, and still 
My failing shall he less my shame : 

Considering what mine eyes have seen. 

And all the sweetness which thou wast 
In thy beginnings in the past. 

And all the strength thou wouldst have been 

A master mind with master minds. 

An orb repulsive of all hate, 

- * h wifl concentric with all ^te, 

A life four-square to all the winds. 
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The Victor Hdurs (originally No. cxxvii.). 

{Unpublished) 

Are^Pipn ttie ^r-famed Victor Hours 
I^Bbat ride to death the griefs of men ? 
f«MJ»>t ; if I fear’d them, then 
Is^^i^pbd flight the \tinged Powers. 

Bwold, ye cannot bring but good. 

And see, ye dare not touch the truth. 
Nor Sorrow beauteous in her youth. 
Nor Love that holds a constant mood. 

Ye must be wiser than your looks. 

Or wise yourselves, or wisdom-led. 

Else this wild whisper round my head 
Were idler than a flight of rooks. 

Go forward ! crumble down a throne. 
Dissolve a world, condense a star. 
Unsocket all the joints of war. 

And fuse the peoples into one. 


That my father was a student of the Bible, 
those who have read “In Memoriam” know. 
He also eagerly read all notable ^orks withip 
his reach relating to the Bible, and traced with 
deep interest such fundamental truths as underlie 
the great religions of the world. He hoped 
that the Bible ^ would be more and more studied 

O ' 

^ He elio Mid : ^The Bible ought to be r«Sul, were it only for 
the MhLe of the grend BngUsh in which it it written, en education 
in itttif*** 
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by all ranks of people, and expounded simply 
by their teachers ; for he main«|^|^ that 
the religion of a people could c^rer be 
founded on mere mord philosophyw^d that 
it could only come home to them l^the 
simple, noble thoughts and focts o^, f SciH^ture 
like ours.* i ^ 

Soon after his marriage he took to trading 
different systems of philosophy,* yet none par- 
ticularly influenced him. The result I think 
is shown in a more ordered arrangement of 
religious, metaphysical and scientific thought 
throughout the “Idylls” and his later works. 
“In Poems like ‘De Profundis’ and the ‘ Ancient 
Sage,’ ” Jowett said, “ he often brings up meta- 
physical truths fi-om the deepest depths.” But 
as a rule he knew that poetry must touch on 
metaphysical topics rather by allusion than 
systematically. In the following pages I shall 
not give any of his subtler arguments ; but 
only attempt to illustrate from “ In Memoriam,” 
with some of the other poems, and from His 
conversation, the general everyday attitude of 
his mind toward the highest problems that 
^nfront us. In dealing with these none was 
readier in the discovery of fallacies, none was 
more resolute in proclaiming what seemed to 

him realities. 

’ • 

^ Not* LU., uaomr. last ttansu bot one. 

* ^smoBa, Berkeley, Kant, Scklegel, Fichte, Hegel, Fmer, 
wjxe among the books added to hb litvary. 

lOI 



“IN MEMORIAM” 


tSgo 


His creed, li« always said, he would not 
formula^,, for^, people* would not understand him 
if he <i^; hut ne considered that his poems 
express^ principles at the foundation of his 
faith(> 

tie 4iought, with Arthur Hallam, that “ the 
essential flings of religion subsist in the utmost 
diverUty of forms,” that “ different language 
does not always imply different opinions, nor 
different opinions any difference in real faith.” 
“It is impossible,” he said, “to imagine that 
the Almighty will ask you, when you come- 
before Him in the next life, what your particular 
form of creed was ; but the question will rather 
be, * Have you been true to yourself, and given 
in My Name a cup of cold water to one of 
these little ones ? ’ ” 

“This is a terrible age of unfaith,” he would 
say. “I hate utter unfaith, I cannot endure 
that men should sacrifice everything at the cold 
altar of what with their imperfect' knowledge 
they choose to call truth and reason. One 
can easily lose all belief, through giving up 
the conunual thought and care for spiritual 
things.” 

Again, “ I tell you the nation without faith 
is doom^l mere intellectual life — however 
advanced or however perfected — will not fill the 


void.” 



again, “ In this vale of Time the hills of 
piten shut put fhe mountains of Eternity.” 





.1^0 REVERENT IMPATIENCE 

My Ather’s fnend, the Bishop of Ripon, 
writes : 

With those who art impatient of trulh 

he had no sympathy whatever ; but he had a sympathy 
with those who were i|npatient the forhial statement 
of truth, only because he felt that all fomoal. Statements 
of truth must of necessity fall below the ^^tness and 
the graideur of the truth itself. There is a r^Vornt 
impatience forms, and there is an irreverent im- 
patience of them. An irreverent impatience of fcnmal 
dogma means impatience of all spiritual truth ; but a 
.reverent ilhpatience of formal dogma may be but the 
expresrion of the feeling that the truth must be larger, 
purer, nobler than any mere human expression or 
definition of it. With this latter attitude of mind he 
had sympathy, and he expressed that sympathy in song : 
he could understand those who seemed 

To have reach’d a purer air. 

Whose faith has centre everywhere. 

Nor cares to fix itself to form. 

He urged men to “ cling to frith, beyond the finpu 
of frith.”° But while he did this he also rect^m*^ 
clearly the importance and the value of definitions of 
mith, and his counsel to the very man who prided him- 
self upoh his emandpation from forms was : 

Leave thou thy rister when she {Mwys, 

Her early Heav«n, her happy views; 

N(xr thou with shadow’d hint confuse 
A life that leads melodious days. 


* C£ voL iv. cl»p. xi. ttt pui^n^ 
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Ifef is pure as thine, 

imi huids snpiuicker unto stood : 


jp^^ftuids snPiuicker unto good 
i, saoped be i^e flesh and blood 
lildb ^ ^|IA(b a truth divine 1 ^ 


He war»IK^»e proud of his emancipation 

from loitetd lllit in a world of so many con- 

fuuons he might meet with ruin, Ev’n for want of 
sudb * And we are not surprised, knowing 

hoyr inudtous are 'the evil influences which gather 
rmmd us : 


Hold thou the good ; define it well,^ 

For fear Divine Philosophy 
Should push beyond her mark, and be 
Procuress to the lords of Hell. 


And thus he had sympathy with those who feel that 
fiiith is larger and nobler than fcnm, and at the same 
time he had tei^erness and appreciation for those who 
find their frith helped by form. To him, as to so 
many, truth is so infinitely great that all we can do 
mth our poor human utterances is to try and clothe it 
in such language as will make it clear to ourselves, and 
cl^ to those to whom God sends us with a message, 
but meanwhile, above us and our thoughts — above our 

> Jowett wrote about my fiaber’t “defence of honest doubt” as 
compared with this passage : “ Can we find any reconciliation of 
these varying utterances of the same mind i 1 think that we may. 
For we may argue that truth kept back is the potest source^ of 
doubt and suspicitm : that fiuth cannot survive unthout enquiry, 
and that the doubt which is raised may be the^step upward to a 
bilker faiA. And to we arrive at the conclusion'jhat truth it good, 
and to be received thankfully and fearlessly by i^l who are caysable 
of receiving it. But tm the other hsnd it is not always to be 
iluparted in its entirety to those wBb cannot understand it, and 
wboat minds vronld be pumied and oveswhtdmcd by it.” 
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bidcen lights — God iai His PBs iOMS, 

God in His infiiute nature is glP^iUer dutniiR 

Assuredly Religion waf^' no nebuloi^ abstrac- 
tion for him. He consistendy eil^asized his 
own belief in what he called die Ejo’nal Truths ; 
in an Omnipotent, Omnipresent and All-loving 
God, Who has revealed Himself through the 
human attribute of the highest self-sacrificing 
love ; in the freedom of the human will ; and in 
the immortality of the soul. But he asserted 
diat " Nothing worthy proving can be proven,” 
and that even as to the great laws which are the 
basis of Science, “We have but faith, we cannot 
know.” He dreaded the dogmatism of sects and 
rash definitions of God. “ I dare hardly name 
His Name” he would say, and aucordingly he 
named Him in “ The Ancient Sage ’ the 
“ Nameless.” “ But take away belief in the 
self-conscious personality of God,” he said, “ and 
you take away the backbone of the world.” 
“ On God and God- like men we build our 
trust.” A week before his death I was sitting 
by him, and he talked long of the Personality 
and of 'the Love of God, “That God, Whose 
eyes consider the poor,” “ Who catereth even 
for the spirfow.” “ I should,” he said, “ in- 
finitely rather feel myself the most miserable 
wretch on tlje face of the earth with a God 
above, than the hig^^ type of man standing 
alpne.” He would allow that God is unknow- 
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afal« ** his wii0^|pi|lorid-w^ and all-in-all/* 
and that therefore' there was some force in the 
objectioii made by some people to the word 
“ Pcrsohdlity,” es being “ anthropomorphic,” 
and that ^fterh'aps ** Self - consciousness ” or 
“Mind” might be clearer to them: but at the 
same ^nie he insisted that, although “ man is 
like a thing of nought” in “ the boundless plan,” 
our highest view of God must be more or less 
anthropomorphic : and that “ Personality,’* as 
£ax as our intelligence goes, is the widest defini- 
tion and includes “ Mind,” “ Self-conscious- 
ness,” ^ “ Will,” “ Love ” and other attributes of 
the Real, the Supreme, “ the High and Lofty 
One that inhabiteth Eternity Whose name is 
Holy.” 

Jowett asked him to write an anthem about 
God for Balliol Chapel and he wrote “ The 
Human Cry ” : 

We feel we are nothing — for all is Thou and 
in Thee ; 

* We feel we are something — that also has 
come from Thee ; 

We know we are nothing-— but Thou wilt 
help us to be. 

Hallowed be Thy nam^Hallelujah ! 

When his last book was in proof, we spoke 

. ^ A. T. ttdoln it ridicoloiu to believe in e God end d^ny hi* 
eontcfoumeM, md was amused at some one who said of him ^at he 
had rariified Hegeltantsm.^*— ^Jowett* MS. Note. 
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together of the ultimate <|^ession of hia oani 
calm hiith at the end of his : 

That Love which is ipd was 
My Father and my Brother end,my Go4>* 


Everywhere throughout the Universe he saw 
the glory and greatness of God, and the science 
of Nature was particularly dear to him. Every 
new fact which came within his range was 
carefully weighed. As he exulted in the wilder 
aspects of* Nature (see for instance sect, xv.) and 
revelled in the thunderstorm ; so he felt a joy in 
her orderliness ; he felt a rest in her stead&st- 
ness, patient progress and hopefulness ; the same 
seasons ever returned ; the same stars wheeled in 
their courses ; the flowers • and trees blossomed 
and the birds sang yearly in their appointed 
months ; and he had a triumphant appreciation 
of her ever-new revelations of beauty. One of 
the “ In Memoriam ” poems, written at Bar- 
mouth,* gives pre-eminently his sense of the 
joyous peace in Nature, and he would quote it 


• ' To enqairies ts » the meaning of the word# ** Immortal 
Love” in the Introduction to “In Memoriam,” he explained that 
he had uted “Love ” in the same sente as St. John (i John, chap, 
iv.). “The Word ” also in No. xxxvi. was “The Word ” as used 
by St. John, the Revelation of the Eternal Thought of the 
Universe. 

* •Picking up a daisy as we walked, and looking close to its 
crimsdn*tipt leaves %e said : “Does not this look like a thinking 
Artificer, one who wishes to ornament ? MS* Note, E* F* O. 

He notes this in his own hand . 
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in this context along with his Spring and Bird 
songs : 

Sweet after showers, ambrosial air. 

That rollest from the gorgeous gloom 
Of evening over brake and bloom 
And niea^ow, slowly breathing bare 

The round of space, and rapt below 
Thro’ all the dewy-tassell’d wood. 

And shadowing down the homed flood 
In ripples, fan my brows and blow 

The fever horn my cheek, and sigh 
The full new life that feeds thy breath 
Throughout my frame, till Doubt and Death, 
111 brethren, let the fancy fly 

From belt to belt of crimson seas 
On leagues of odour streaming far. 

To where in ponder orient star 
A hundred spirits whisper “ Peace.” ^ 

But he was occasionally much troubled with 
the intellectual problem of the apparent profusion 
and waste of lire and by the vast amount of sin 
and sufieiing throughout the world, for these 
seemed to militate against the idea of the Omni- 
potent and All-loving Father. 

No doubt in ^uch moments he might possibly 

* See alto Noe. ucxxvin., uatxntn cxv., cxvi., cxxl, cxxii. 
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have been heard to say what 1 myself have lieard 
him say : “ An Onmipotent Creator Who could 
make such a painful world is to me 4 ometmes 
as hard to believe in as to believe in blind matter 
behind everything. The lavish profusion too 
in the natural world appals me, from the growths 
of the tropical forest to the capacity of man to 
multiply, the torrent of babies.” 

“ I can almost understand some of the Gnostic 
heresies, which only after all put the difficulty 
one step further back ” : 

O me ! for why is all around us here 
As if some lesser god had made the world. 

But had not force to shape it as he would, 

Till the High God behold it from beyond 
And enter it, and make it beautiful ? ‘ 

After one of these moods in the summer of 
1892 he exclaimed: “Yet God is love, trans- 
cendent, all -pervading ! We do not get this 
faith from Nature or the world. If we look at 
Nature alone, full of perfection and imperfection, 
she tells us that God is disease, murder and 
rapine. . We get this faith from ourselves, from 
what is highest within us, which recognizes that 
there is not one fruitless pang, just as there is 
not one lost good.” 

• • 

^ He would soiiledinet put forwtrd the did theoiy thtt **The 
world'is part of an infinite plan, incomplete because it is a part. 
We cannot therefore read the riddle/* 
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'l^at which we dare invoke to bless ; 

Our dearest faith ; our ghastliest doubt ; 

He, They, One, All ; within, without ; 

The Power in darkness whom we guess ; 

1 found Him not in world or sun. 

Or eagle’s wing, or insect’s eye ; 

Nor inro’ the questions men may try. 

The petty cobwebs we have spun : 

If e’er when faith had fall’n asleep, 

I heard a voice “ believe no more ” 

And heard an ever-breaking shore 
That tumbled in the Godless deep ; 

A warmth within the heart would melt 
The freezing reason’s colder part, 

And like a man in wrath the heart 
Stood up and answer’d “ I have felt.” 

No, like a child in doubt and fear ; 

But that blind clamour made me wise ; 
Then was I as a child that cries. 

But, crying, knows his father near ; 

And what I am beheld again 

What is, and no man understands ; 

And out of darkness came the hands 
That reach thro’ nature, moulding men. 

He had b«8f|^ireading the eighth chapter of 
Romans, and said that he thought that St. 

no 
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Paul folly recognized in the sorrows of Nabre 
and in the miseries of the world a stumbling-* 
block to the divine idea of God» but that 
they are the preludes necessary as things are to 
the higher good.* “ For myself,” he said, 
“the world is the shadow of God,” and then 
he referred to Jowett’s conunentary on this 
chapter : 

As we turn from ourselves to the world around us, 
the prospect on which we cast our eyes seems to reflect 
the tone and colour of our own minds, and to share 
our joy and sorrow. To the religious mind it seems 
also to reflect our sins. We cannot indeed speak of 
the misery of the brute creation, of whose constitution 
we know so little ; nor do we pretend to discover in 
the loveliest spots of earth indications of a fallen world. 
But when we look at the vices and diseases of mankind, 
at the life of labour in which animals are our partners, 
at the aspect in modern times of our large towns, as in 
ancient, of a world given to idolatry, we see enough to 
explain the Apostle^s meaning, and to understand how 
he could say that “ The whole creation groaneth and 
^travdleth till now.” He is not speaking, of course, of 
the conscious feeling of degradation, but of the world, 
ss it seemed to the eye of fliith ; not as it appeared 
tb itself,. but as we may imagine it to appear in the 
.%ht of God when compared mth the divine idea. 

• . . But the Spirit helps us, and God has chosen 
us according to His purpose, and in all things God is 
Working with us for good.* 

1 Cf. St. John zvi. zi, tt. 

Jowett, Efittlt t 0 tt* R0mmu. 
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&ther invariably believed that hunulity^ 
is the only true attitude of the human soul, and 
therefore spoke with the greatest reserve of what 
he called “ these unfathomable mysteries,” as 
befitting one who did not dogmatise, but who 
knew that the Finite can by no means grasp the 
Infinite : “ Dark is the world to thee,* thyself is 
the reason why ” ; and yet, he had a profound 
trust that when all is seen face to face, all will 
be seen as the best. “ Fear not thou the hidden 
purpose of that Power which alone is great.” 
“ Who knows whether Revelation be not itself a 
veil to hide the Glory of that Love which we 
could not look upon, without marring the sight 
and our onward progress ? ” 

This faith was to him the breath of life, and 
never, I feel, really failed him, or life itself would 
have failed. 

Free-will and its relation to the meaning of 
human life and to circumstance was latterly one of 
his most common subjects of conversation. Free- 
will was undoubtedly, he said, the “main miracle, 
a^arently an act of self-limitation by the In-' 
finite, and yet a revelation by Himself of 
Himself.” “Take away the sense of individual 

^ ^Almost the finest summing up of Relision is * to do justice, 
to love mercy, end to welk humbly with God/ ** — A. T. 

He often ouoted Newton’^s seying that we ere like children 
picking up pebUes on the shore of the Infinite Oceen. , . 

* The reel mysteries to him were Time, life, end finite- 
infinite space : end so he talks of the soul being born end 
bemsh'd into mystery**’ 
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responsibility and men sink into pessimism and 
madness.” He wrote at the end of the poem 
“ Despair ” : “ In my boyhood I came across 
the Calvinist Creed, and assuredly however un- 
fathomable the mystery, if one cannot believe in 
the freedom of the human will as of the Divine, 
life is hardly worth having.” The lines that he 
oftenest repeated about Free-will were,* 

This main miracle that thou art thou 
With power on thine own act and on the world. 

Then he would enlarge upon man’s consequent 
moral obligations, upon the Law which claims 
a free obedience, and upon the pursuit of moral 
perfection (in imitation of the Divine) to which 
man is called. 

ov yitp iyoyye ovSip ovtcd pot ipcipyi^ 6pp Tovrop 
ri elvat oliv re poKtora KdK6p re teal 

“ For I hold nothing so clear as this, that I must 
be as good and noble as a man can be.” 

I cannot refrain from setting down the drift 
of his talk to a young man who was going to the 
University. — “ If a man is merely to be a bundle 
df sensations, he had better not exist at all. ^ He 
should embark on his career in the spirit of 
selfless and adventurous heroism ; should ckvelop 
his true self by not shirking responsibflity, 
by • casting asi^e all maudlin and introspective 
morbidities, and by using his powers cheerfully 
in ^accordance with the obvious dictates of his 
't. II 1 13 
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moral consciousness, and so, as far as possible, in 
harmony with what he feels to be the Absolute 
Eight. 

Self*reverence, self-knowledge, selfcontrol. 
These three alone lead life to sovereign power. 
Yet not for power (power of herself 
Would come uncalled for) but to live by law^ 
Acting the law we live by without fear ; 

And, because right is right, to follow right 
Were wisdom in the scorn of consequence. 

It is motive, it is the great purpose which 
consecrates life.* The real test of a man is not 
what he knows, but what he is in himself and 
in his relation to others. For instance, can he 
battle against his own bad inherited instincts, or 
brave public opinion in the cause of truth ? 
The love of God is the true basis of duty, truth, 
reverence, loyalty, love, virtue and work. I 
believe in these although I feel the emptiness 
and hollowness of much of life. ‘ Be ye perfect 
as your Father in heaven is perfect.’ ” Then he' 
added characteristically : “ But don’t be a prig. 
Most young men with anything in them make 
fools of themselves at some time or other.” 

One of the last passages I heard him recite 
a^;^^ Free-will was : 

' St. Pturt expression “The temple of Ac Holy Ghoit*' ht 
thought htd hed a powerful effect on Ae Christian appreciation 
of Ae meaning of life. 
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But ill for him who, bettering not with time. 
Corrupts the strength of Heaven-descended Will, 
And ever wedter grows thro’ acted crime. 

Or seeming-genial venial hiult. 

Recurring and suggesting still ! 

He seems as one whose footsteps halt. 

Toiling in immeasurable sand. 

And o’er a weary svdtry land. 

Far beneath a blazing vault, 

Sown in a wrinkle of the monstrous hill, 

The city ;parkles like a grain of salt. 

And he wrote for me as to man’s will being 
free but only within certain limits : “ Man’s 
Free-will is but a bird in a cage ; he can stop at 
the lower perch, or he can mount to a higher. 
Then that which is and knows will enlarge his 
cage, give him a higher and a higher perch, and 
at last break off the top of his cage, and let him out 
to be one with the Free-will of the Universe.” 
Then he said earnestly : “ If the absorption into 
the divine in the after-life be the creed of som^, 
let them at all events allow us many existences of 
individuality before this absorption ; since this 
short-lived individuality seems to be but too 
short a preparation for so mighty a union.” * 

Death’s truer name 
Is “ Onward,” no discordance in the roll 
And march of that Eternal Harmony 
Whereto the worlds beat time. 

1 “ In Memoriim," No. xLvn. 
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In the same way, “O living will that shalt 
endure ” he explained as that which we know as 
Eree-will, the higher and enduring part of man. 
He held that there was an intimate connexion 
between the human and the divine, and that each 
individual will had a spiritual and eternal signifi- 
cance with relation to other individual wills as 
well as to the Supreme and Eternal Will. 

Throughout his life he had a constant feeling 
of a spiritual harmony existing between ourselves 
and me outward visible Universe, aijd of the 
actual Immanence of God in the infinitesimal 
atom as in the vastest system.^ “ If God,” he 
would say, “ were to withdraw Himself for one 
single instant from this Universe, everything 
would vanish into nothingness.” When speaking 
on that subject he said to me : “My most 
passionate desire is to have a clearer and fuller 
vision of God. The soul seems to me one with 
God, how I cannot tell. I can sympathize with 
God in my poor little way.” In some phases 
of thought and feeling his idealism tended more ^ 
decidedly to mysticism. He wrote ; “ A kind 
of waking trance I have frequently had, quite 
up from boyhood, when I have been all alone*. 
This has generally come upon me thro’ repeating- 

^ He would point out the difficulties of materialising and would 
propound to ut» when we were boys» the old puzade : Look at the* 
mystery of a grain of sand ; you can divide it fi>r ever and for ever. 
You cannot conceive anytl^ng material of which you jcannot 
conceive the half.** He disliked the Atomic theory : and was 
taken by the theory of mk$rigiiuU itmtrti rf fhra, 
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my own name two or three times to nwself 
silently, till all at once, as it were out of the 
intensity of the consciousness of individuality, 
the individuality itself seemed to dissolve and 
fade away into boundless being, and this not a 
confused state, but the clearest of the clearest, 
the surest of the surest, the weirdest of the 
weirdest, utterly beyond words, where death was 
an almost laughable impossibility, the loss of 
personality (if so it were) seeming no extinction 
but the only true life.”* “This might,” he 
said, “ bd the state which St. Paul describes, 
‘ Whether in the body I cannot tell, or whether 
out of the body I cannot tell.’ ” 

He continued : “ I am ashamed of my feeble 
description. Have I not said the state is utterly 
beyond words ? But in a moment, when I 
come back to my normal state of ‘ sanity,’ I am 
ready to fight for min liebes Ich, and hold that 
it will last for aeons of *ons.” 

In the same way he said that there might be 
a more intimate communion than we could 
dream of between the living and the dead, at all 
events for a time. 

May all love. 

His love, unseen but felt, o’ershadow Thee, 

Till God’s love set Thee at his side again ! 

.\Qf. **Thc Ancient Stgc,” and the snuller partial anticipation 
in ** In Memoriam^V xcv. it. 9. 

^Yet it appeared that he diidnguiihed himtelf from external 
things.** — ^Jowett^ MS. Note. 
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And — 

The Ghost in Man, the Ghost that once was 
Man, 

But cannot wholly free itself from Man, 

Are calling to each other thro’ a dawn 
Stranger than earth has ever seen ; the veil 
Is rending, and the Voices of the day 
Are heard across the Voices of the dark. 

I need not enlarge upon his faith in the 
Immortality of the Soul as he has dwelt upon 
that so fully in his poems.^ “I can hardly 
understand,” he said, “ how any great, imagina- 
tive man, who has deeply lived, suffered, 
thought and wrought, can doubt of the Soul’s 
continuous progress in the after-life.” His 
poem of “ Wages ” he liked to quote on this 
subject. 

He more than once said what he has ex- 
pressed in “ Vastness ” : “ Hast Thou made all 
this for naught ! Is all this trouble of life 
worth undergoing if we only end in our own'- 
corpse-coffins at last ? If you allow a God, and 
God allows this strong instinct and universal 
yearning for another life, surely that is in a 
measure a presumption of its truth. We 
cannot give up the mighty hopes that make us 
men.” 

^ He Mid to Bishop Li^tlbot : ** The cardinal point of Christi- 
anity is the Life after JDeaUi** (a Tim* chap. i.). 
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My own dim life should teach me this. 
That life shall live for evermore. 

Else earth is darkness at the core. 

And dust and ashes all that is. 

What then were God to such as I ? 

I have heard him even say that he “ would 
rather know that he was to be lost eternally 
than not know that the whole human race was 
to live eternally ” ; and when he speaks of 
“ jointly trusting the larger hope ” he means by 
“the larger hope” that the whole human race 
would through, perhaps, ages of suffering, be at 
length purified and saved, even those who now 
“ better not with time ” ; so that at the end of 
“ The Vision of Sin ” we read 

God made Himself an awful rose of dawn. 

One day towards the end of his life he bade 
me look into the Revised Version and see how 
the Revisers had translated the passage “ Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire.” His 
disappointment was keen when he found that 
the translators had not altered “ everlasting ” 
into “ aeonian ” * or some such word : for he 
never would believe that Christ could preach 
“ everlasting punishment.” 

“ Fecemi la divina potestate 
La somn^a sapienza, e ’1 primo amore,” 


1 “Etern*!” in R.V. 
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were words which he was fi||| of quoting in 
this relation, as if they weriB> '^" ki^ of un- 
conscious confession by Dante fh^ ILove must 
conquer at the last. 

Letters were jxot unfr<^uently addressed to 
him asking what his opinions were about 
Evolution, about Prayer, and about Christ. 

Of Evolution he said : “ That makes no 
difference to me, even if the Darwinians did 
not, as they do, exaggerate Darwinism. To 
God all is present. He sees present, past, and 
future as one.” 

To your question now 

Which touches on the workman and his work. 

“ Let there be light and there was light ” : ’tis so ; 
For was and is and will be are but is : 

And all creation is one act at once, 

The birth of light ; but we that are not all, 

As parts, can see but parts, now this, now that. 
And live perforce from thought to thought, and 
make 

One act a phantom of succession : thus 
Our wes^ness somehow shapes the shadow. 
Time. 

, In the poem “ By an Evolutionist,” written 
in j888 when he was dangerously ill, he defined 
hil^jj^osition ; he conceived that the further 
scknce progressed, the more the Unity of 
Nature, and the purpose hidded behind /the 
cosmic process of matter in motion and changing 
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forms of life» 1l|^d be apparent. Some one 
asked hina Wbdt^'^r it was not hard to account 
for genius by Evolution. He put aside the 
question, for he believed that genius was th*e 
greatest mystery to itself.* 

To Tyndall he once said, “No evolutionist 
is able to explain the mind of Man or how any 
possible physiological change of tissue can pro- 
duce conscious thought.”* Yet he was inclined 
to think that the theory of Evolution caused 
the world to regard more clearly the “Life of 
Nature as ’a lower stage in the manifestation of 
a principle which is more fully manifested in 
the spiritual life of man, with the idea that 
in this process of Evolution the lower is to be* 
regarded as a means to the higher.” * 

^ “ People,” he once said, “ do not consider that every human 
being is a vanful of human beings, of those who have gone before 
him, and of those who form part of his life,” 

* Cf. TyndalPs Scientific Materialism: *‘But the pMsa|e from 
the physics of the brain to the correyonding facts of consciousness 
is unthinkable, granted that a dennite thought and a definite 
molecular action in the brain occur simultaneously ; we do imt 
assess the intellectual organ, nor apparently any rudiment of the 
organ, which would enable us to pass, by a process of reasoning, 
from the one to the other. They appear together, but we do not 
know why.” 

* In a letter from the present Master of Balliol to me. 

And in “ In Memoriam ” he had written thus : 

They say. 

The solid earth whereon we tread 

In tracts of fluent heat began. 

And grew to seeming-ii|ndom forms, 

The seeming prey of cyclic storms. 

Till at the last arose the man ; 
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In “ Maud ” he spoke of the making of man : 

As nine months go to the shaping an infant ripe 
. for his birth. 

So many a million of ages have gone to the 
making of man : 

He now is first, but is he the last ? 

The answer he would give to this query 
was : ** No, mankind is as yet on one of the 
lowest rungs of the ladder,^ although every man 
has and has had from everlasting his true and 
perfect being in the Divine Consciousness.” 

About prayer he said ; “ The reason why men 
find it hard to regard prayer in the same light 
in which it was formerly regarded is, that we 
seem to know more of the unchangeableness 


Who throve and branch’d from clime to clime 
The herald of a higher race. 

And of himself in lugher place. 

If 80 he type this work of time 

Within himself, from more to more ; 

Or, crown’d with attributes of woe 
Like glories, move his course, and show 
That life is not an idle ore. 

But iron dug from central gloom. 

And heated hot with burning fears. 

And dipt in baths of hissing tears. 

And batter’d with the shocks of doom 

To shape and use. Arise and fly 
The reeling Faun, the sensual feast ; 

Move upward, working out the beast. 

And let the ape and tiger die. ^ 

' ** The herald of a higher race.” 
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of Law : but I believe that God reveals Himself 
in each individual soul. Prayer is, to ta ke a 
mundane simile, like opening a sluice between 
the great ocean and our little channels wheh 
the great sea gathers itself together and flows 
in at full tide.” 

“ Prayer on our part is the highest aspiration 
of the soul.” 

A breath that fleets beyond this iron world 
And touches Him who made it. 

And 

Speak to Him thou for He hears, and Spirit with 
Spirit can meet — 

Closer is He than breathing, and nearer than 
hands and feet. 

And 

More things are wrought by prayer 
Than this world dreams of. 

He said that “ O Thou Infinite, Amen,” was 
the form of prayer which he himself used in 
the time of trouble and sorrow : and that it 
was better to suffer than to lose the power of 
' suflfering. 

When questions were written to him about 
Christ, he would say to me: “Answer for me 
that I have given my belief in ‘ In Memoriam.’ ” * 


^ ^ In Memoriinit’* xxxvi. 
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As the Master of Balliol wrote : 

The “In Memoriam” records most of his inner 
nature. It was the higher and prevailing temper of his 
mind. He used to regard it as having sud what he 
had to say on religion. 

The main testimony to Christianity he found 
not in miracles but in that eternal witness, the 
revelation of what might be called “ The Mind 
of God,” in the Christian morality, and its 
correlation with the divine in man. 

He had a measureless admiration for the 
Sermon on the Mount ; and for the Parables — 
“perfection, beyond compare,” he called them. 

I heard a talk on these between him and 
Browning, and Browning fully agreed with my 
father in his admiration. Moreover my father 
expressed his conviction that “ Christianity with 
its divine Morality but without the central 
figure of Christ, the Son of Man, would become 
cold,^ and that it is fatal for religion to lose its 
warmth ” ; that “ The Son of Man ” was the 
niost tremendous title possible ; that the forms* 
of Christian religion would alter ; but that the 
spirit of Christ would still grow from more tp 
more “ in the roll of the ages.” 

Till each man find his own in all men’s good. 

And all men work in noble brotherhood. 

^ ** He did ni^reach Hit opinions ; He pleached Himteif.” — 
Renan’s VU d* jitut. ** The ^ spirituid character of Christ;” my 
fiither wonld say, “ it more wonSkrful than the greatest miracle.’^ 
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“ This is one of my meanings,” he said, “ of 

Ring in the Christ that is to be : 

when Christianity without bigotry will triumph, 
when the controversies of creeds shall have 
vanished, and 

Shall bear false witness, each of each, no more. 
But find their limits by that larger light. 

And overstep them, moving easily 
Thro’ after-ages in the Love of Truth, 

The truth of Love.” ^ 

“ The most pathetic utterance in all history,” 
he said, “ is that of Christ on the Cross, ‘ It is 
finished,* after that passionate cry, ‘My God, 
My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ? ’ ” 
Nevertheless he also recognized the note of 
triumph in “It is finish’d.”* “I am always 
amazed when I read the New Testament at the 
splendour of Christ’s purity and holiness and at 
His infinite pity.”* He disliked discussion on 
.the Nature of Christ, “seeing that such dis- 
cussion was mostly unprofitable, for none 
knoweth the Son but' the Father.” “ He went 
about doing good ” he would say : and one of 
•the traditional and unwritten sayings of Christ 

* “ Akb«r'« Dre«m.” 

* See 215# Dtttb »f (Etunt, tmi •tier Pmms, p. So. Wettcott 
wrftA : " I always dwk that the tense {yaarj Ataya narks the crisis 
as past.” 

* What he called "the man>w4man’’ in Christ, the union of 
tenderness and strength. 
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which oftcncst came home to him was, “He 
that is near Me is near the fire,” the baptism of 
the fire of inspiration. For in “ In Memoriam ” 
th6 soul, after grappling with anguish and dark- 
ness, doubt and death, emerges with the inspira- 
tion of a strong and steadfast faith in the Love 
of God for man, and in the oneness of man with 
God, and of man with man in Him — 

That God, which ever lives and loves, 

One God, one law, one element. 

And one far-off divine event, * 

To which the whole creation moves. 

I cannot end this chapter on “ In Memoriam ” 
more fitly than by quoting Henry Hallam’s 
letter on receiving in 1850 what he calls “ the 
precious book.” 

I know not how to express what I have felt. My 
first sentiment was surprise, for, though I now find that 
you had mentioned the intention to my daughter, Julia, 
she had never told me of the poems. I do not speai^ 
as another would to pruse and admire : few of them 
indeed I have as yet l^n capable of reading, the grief 
they express is too much akin to that they revive. It 
U l^er than any monument which could be rused to 
the memory of my beloved son, it is a more lively and 
endurinff testimony to his mat virtues and talents that 
the wond should know me fiiendship which e»sted '. 
between you, that posterity should assodate his name 
with that of Alfred Tennyson. 
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CHAPTER V 

MARRIAGE (1850-51) 

Like perfect music unto noble words. 

My father and mother had met in the spring 
of 1850 at Shiplake on the Thames ; where they 
had both stayed with the Drummond Rawnsleys, 
Mrs. Rawnsley being my mother’s cousin. 

If “ In Memoriam ” were published, Moxon 
had promised a small yearly royalty on this and 
on the other poems, and so my father had de- 
cided that he could now honourably offer my 
mother a home. 

Accordingly after ten years of separation their 
engagement was renewed. 

Early in those ten years my grandmother had 
suggested dividing her jointure with them, so 
.that they might marry, but this, of course, they 
could not allow. Moxon now advanced 
so my Uncle Charles told a friend, — at all events 
*£300 yfcre in my father’s bank in his name ; 
and Vith this 'and their united small incomes, 
and all household furnitun given them by my 
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mother’s father, they decided that they could brave 
life together and that the marriage should take 
place at Shiplake on the 1 3th of June, the month 
which saw the publication of In Memoriam.” 

Of the Vicarage with its terraced garden, and 
of the fine old church Miss Mitford gives the 
following picturesque description : 

A few miles fiirther, and a turn to the right conducts 
us to one of the grand old village churches, which give 
so much of character to English landscape. A large 
and beautiful pile it is. The tower, half clothed with 
ivy, stands with its charming vicarage and its pretty 
vicarage-garden on a high eminence, overhanging one 
of the finest bends of the great river. A woody lane 
leads from the church to the bottom of the chalk-cliff, 
one side of which stands out from the road below, like 
a promontory, surmounted by the laurel hedges and 
flowery cedar of Lebanon. This is Shiplake church, 
famed far and near for its munificent oak carving, and 
the rick painted glass of its windows, collected, long 
before such adornments were fashionable, by the fine 
taste of the late vicar, and therefore filled mth the very 
choicest specimens of mediaeval art, chiefly obtained 
from the remains of the celebrated Abbey of St. Bertin 
near St. Omer, sacked during the first French Revolu- 
tion. In this church Alfred Tennyson was married. 

The vyedding was of the quietest (even the 
cake and Presses arriving too late), which made 
my fiither say, to the amusement of those whcr* 
were present, that it was ** the nicest wedding ” 
he had ever been at. In after-life he said > 
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“The peace of God came into my life before 
the altar when I wedded her.” 

The marriage party consisted of the bride's 
father,* Henry Sellytood, Edmund and Cecilia 
Lushington, Charles Weld, husband of Anne, 
one of the Sellwood sisters, and Mr. Greville 
Phillimore. The child bridesmaids were Mary 
and Margaret Rawndey, and Jenny Elmhirst. 

My uncle Charles and Louisa Tennyson 
Turner could not join the party, and my uncle 
wrote accordingly : 

Oh what a queer world it is! I hope however it 
has done a brace of amiable and remarkable people 
some genuine good, whirligig as it is — this time at 
least. Well! The thing is to come olF on the 13th, 
daddy says. Good wishes in crowds from me I 
despatch on dove’s wing to you. I am going to keep 
pigeons, would they were carrier pigeons I then would 
I trouble them under their wings with missives of 
congratulation to arrive more swiftly than the railroad. 

Coo I coo ! coo ! Your afiectionate brother, 

Charles. . 

My hither made and repeated the following 
poem, ,as my mother and he drove from Ship- 

, * He was a stately, courteous gentleman, kindly, cultivated, 

nnafiwted, and above all a good Mend. His family bad come in 
old days from Somersetshire into Berkshire. He bhotelf was a 
solicitor at Horncastle. Greatly to bis honour he taken op 
"<hia jpofession when his family was on the road to nun. In t8iz 
he had married Sarih Franklin, sitter of the ** heroic tutor” Sir 
John Franklin, but she had died in 1816, aged aS, leaving three 
daqghters, Emily, Anne, and Louisa. 
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lake to Pangbourne ; enclosing it to Drummond 
Rawnsley through Mrs. Rawnsley. 


My dear Kate, 

You managed it all very well yesterday. 

Many thanks. „ 

*' Ever yours, A. T. 


P.S. Dubbie’s ^ fees must be come at as he can 
best manage. The clerk and shirts are owing. 

The poem would be more perfect without the 
third stanza, but I do not think you would like to 
miss it. 


To the Vicar of Shiplake, {JJnpublished) 

Vicar of this pleasant spot 

Where it was my chance to marry. 
Happy, happy be your lot 

In the Vicarage by the quarry. 

You were he that knit the knot ! 


Sweetly, smoothly flow your life. 

Never tithe unpaid perolcx you. 

Parish feud, or party strife. 

All things please you, nothing vex you. 
You have given me such a wife I 

Live and prosper ! Day by day 
Watch your standard roses blowing. 
And your three young things at play. 

And your ^ple terrace growing 
Green 1^ griper every May I 

^ i&ort for Drummed. 
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Sweetly flow your life with Kate’s, 

Glancing oflF from all things evil. 

Smooth as Thames below your gates, 
Thames along the silent level. 

Streaming thro’ his osier’d aits ! 

And let me say here — although, as a son, I 
cannot allow myself full utterance about her 
whom I loved as perfect mother and “very 
woman of very woman,” — “ such a wife ” and 
true helppiate she proved herself. It was she 
who became my father’s adviser in literary 
matters ; “ I am proud of her intellect,” he 
wrote. With her he always discussed what he 
was working at ; she transcribed his poems : to 
her and to no one else he referred for a final 
criticism before publishing. She, with her 
“ tender, spiritual nature,” * and instinctive no- 
bility of thought, was always by his side, a 
ready, cheerful, courageous, wise, and sym- 
pathetic cotuisellor. It was she who shielded 
his sensitive spirit from the annoyances and 
trials of life, answering (for example) the 
innumerable letters addressed to him from all 
parts of the world. By her quiet sense of 
• humour, by her selfless devotion, by “ her faith 
as clear as the heights of the June-blue heaven,” 
■she helped him also fo the utmost in the hours 
*bf his depression and of his sorrow ; and to her 
he wrote two of the most beautiful of his shorter 

* My itdier** <w w J*. 
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lyrics, “ Pear, near and true,” and the dedicatory 
lines which prefaced his last volume. The Death 
ofCEnone. 

The day after the wedding they went to 
Wc8t<di“Super-Mare, on their way to Clevedon. 
“ It seemed a kind of consecration to go there.” 
They saw Arthur Hallam’s resting-place, and 
were received by Sir Abraham Elton in the 
beautiful old Manor House, Clevedon Court ; 
and thence they went to Lynton. In that 
country, more solitary then than i\ow, they 
enjoyed long rambles through the woods and 
over the heather and rode to the Valley of 
Rocks and Exmoor, in spite of “ the weeping 
Devonshire climate.” 

Glastonbury, one of the reputed “ island 
valleys of Avilion,” followed : where they 
lunched in what had been the Refectory of the 
old Hospital for Pilgrims, built by an Abbot, 
John de Selwode, of the same name and race as 
my mother. This Abbot alone, as they were 
told, is buried beside the tomb of King Arthur,, 
in the chancel of that famous Abbey, — once the 
woiider of the world, now but a few ruins in a 
nndnn. My father was greatly interested by 
me legend that Joseph of Arimathea came there ' 
in 63 ^n. and founded the first Christian colony 
in England : 

From our old books 1 know 
That Joseph came of old to Glastonbury, 
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And there the heathen prince, Arviragus, 

Gave him an isle of marsh whereon to huild ; 
And there he built with wattles from the marsh 
A little lonely church in days of yore. 

Clifton was the next halting-place ; thence 
they went to Bath, and on to Cheltenham to 
visit his mother. Many honeymoon houses 
were offered ; among others Brancepeth by his 
cousins, Fryston by R. M. Milnes, Tent Lodge, 
Coniston, by Mrs. James Marshall, a sister of 
my father’s college friend, Stephen Spring Rice. 
They selected Tent Lodge, and set off for 
Patterdale and Ullswater, then to “the little 
villa on Coniston water.” On their arrival my 
father writes to Mrs. Russell : 

Dearest Aunt, 

Have you yet received the bound copy 
of “ In Memoriam ” which I purposed for you i 
If not, will you or Emma drop me a line to this 
place, and I will take care that you have* it 
immediately ? We have been making a little 
tour about these lakes, and have spent the last 
few days with my friends the Speddings at 
Bassenthwaite Water. We only arrived here 
last night. Mr. Marshall’s park looked as lovely 
as the Garden of Eden, as we descended the hill 
to* this place.^ We have a very beautiful view 
fro^ our drawing-room windows, crag, mountain, 
woods and lake, which look especisdly fine as 
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the sun is dropping behind the hills. I wish 
fou could see it. The Marshalls themselves are 
not here hut- expected daily. We found the seat 
of a Marshal on almost every lake we came to, 
fijr it seems there are several brothers who have 
8l^<f^<|ler . bought or been left estates in this 
and they are all, report says, as wealthy 
as .ii&r#sus. 1 send you this little note just to 
tell you where we are, and how much your 
bol^ty has enabled us to enjoy ourselves among 
the mountains. We have been too on the whole 
foliiinate in weather, tho* this climate has a bad 
name. I do not know whether you are at 
Cheltenham or Burwarton, but wherever you 
are, dearest aunt, God bless and preserve you 
from all ill. My wife desires her kindest love 
to you. . . . Good-bye. 

Ever yours affectionately, 

A. Tennyson. 


The drives and walks over the mountains, 
the boating on the lake among the water-lilies 
and by the islands where the herons built, he 
rowing, she peering, are noted in their diary. 

Here for the first time my mother saw* 
gtrlyle, who was staying with the Marshalls, 
l^e meeting was characteristic ; he slowly 
(Ipimned her from head to fix>t, then gave her a 
hi^Mty shake of the hand. Ifext day he called 
l^go ; and, hearing her cough, “ with 
his jiiil^able kindness** stole round, while the 
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others were talking, and shut the window which 
was open behind her.^ 

One evening Mr. Venables and Mr, de Vere 
called. They talked for about an hour with Ay 
fother — my mother having already re^d to, 
rest. At last, after puffing at his pipe ft>r sosie 
moments in silence, my father spoke ”liiftH|iat 
thinking aloud ” : “I have known many women 
who were excellent^ one in one way, another in 
another way, but this woman is the noblest 
woman I have ever known.”* As Aubrey de 
Vere writes to me : “ No friend who had then 
heard him could have felt any further anxiety 
as to his domestic happiness.” 

The Marshalls offered my father and mother 
Tent Lodge as a permanent home, and the Ash- 
burtons a house near Croydon, but these kind 
offers they thought it best to decline and went 
for a time to Park House, to find a residrace of 
their own. 

On November 19th my father was appoidted 
Poet Laureate, owing chiefly to Prince Albert’s 
admiration for “ In Memonam.” Wordsworth 
had been now dead some months ; and my father, 
‘as he has assured me, had not -any expectation 
of the Laureateship, or any thought upon the 

* Another itoiy of hu concern for othen my &ther wonid tell. 

** Having heard that Heniy Tajrlor wa* ill, Carlyle rushed off fimn 
London to Sheen with a oottle of medicine, which had done Mrs. 
Carhrle good, withdbt in the least knowiim what was ailinf Henry 
Tav^, or for what the medicine was useful.” 

* MS., Aniney de Vere. 

*15 



.MARRIAGE 


subject : it seemed to him therefore a very curious 
(Coincidence, that the night before the offer 
niched him he dreamt that Prince Albert came 
aiia' id^ed him on the cheek, and that he said 
in his dream, “Very kind, but very German.” 

’ the morning this letter about the 
liU^^teship was brought to his bedroom r « 


Windsor Castle, Nov, 5/A, 1850. 

liilv the death of the late lamented Wm. Wordsworth 
tm.lpfiice of Poet Laureate to the Queen .became at 
littj^jesty’s disposal. 

ancient duties of this Office, which consisted in 
lati^tory Odes to the Sovereign, have been long, 
ai4«jK>u are probably, aware, in abeyance, and have 
never been called for during the Reign of Her present 
MijMSty. The Queen however has been anxious that 
should be maintained ; first on account of its 
.i^f|^uity,'and second^ because -it establishes a connec- 
tidU^ tl^ough Her Household, between Her Majesty 
and the poets of this country as a body. 

To Uutke however the continuance of this Office in 
hasmony with public opinion, the Queen fe^ls that it 
is i^scelshry that it should be limited to a name bearing 
siti^dUtincdon in the literary world as to do credit to 
th# i^mntment, and it was imder this feeling, that* 
Majesty in the first instance offered the appoint- 


: to Mr. Rogers^ who stated to Her Msuesty, in 
1 ^ r^y, that the only reasem which compwed him 
to decffin Tidr Majesty’s gradous intention, 
#1^ fhat h^ rendered hiin.,unfit to teedve 

It is the sum dedre that the name of the 
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poet appcnitfed should adorn the Office, that I have 
received the commands of the Queen to ofier this poet 
to you, as a mark of Her Majesty’s appredadon of jwmt;. 
literary ffistinction. ^ * 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

C. B. Phipps. 

He took the whole day to consider and at the 
last wrote two letters, one accepting, one refusing, 
and determined to make up his mind after a con- 
sultation with his friends at dinner. He would 
joke and say, “ In the end I accepted the honour, 
because during dinner Venables told me, tha^ 
if I became Poet Laureate, I should dwayt 
when I dined out be offered the liver-wing of 
a fowl.” 

After accepting the Laureateship hd wpitea to 
the Rev. T. H. Rawnsley : 

Mv DEAR Rawnsley^ 

You do ill to seem as though you 
blamed me for neglect and forgetfulness of you 
and yours ; you know it is not so, and can never 
be so, but I confess that in the matter of letter* 
'c^ritin^ 1 am in arrear to everybody. I have 
dozens of letters to write this afternoon, and f 
cannot help wishing that I could hire the electric 
telegraph once a month, and 89 work off 
feorM with the ^ires at whatevd^e^pense. This 
old-world, slow pen and ink op^tion is bdiind 
the age. ... I thank you for your eongratula* 
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tions touching the Laureateshijp. I was advised 
by my friends not to decline it * * *. I have 
no passion for courts, but a great love of privacy. 

.* . . It is, I believe, scarce ^loo a year, and my 
friend R. M. Milnes tells me that the price of 
the patent and court dress will swallow up all 
the first year’s income. I have mislaid your 
letter, and so cannot tell whether you asked me 
any questions. Let me ask you one. I have 
been looking out for an unfurnished house, with 
good rooms, for j^6o a year or thereabouts : do 
you know of any such near you? If you do, 
.ptftese communicate with me and I will come 
and see it. I expect an heir to nothing about 
next March or April. I suppose I must lay 
by the Laureate’s hire for him as Southey did. 
Pray give my kindest love to Mrs. R. and 
my best remembrances to all friends, particularly 
G. Coltman, and 

Believe me yours affectionately, 

A. Tennyson. 

The innmediate result of becoming Poet 
Laureate was that poems and letters poured in, 
fund my father writes : ** I get such shoals <5f 
poems that 1 am almost crazed with them 
the two hundred million poets of Great Britain 
diduge me daily with poems : truly the Laureatcr 
i^p is no sinec^e. if any goodsoul wwild^jusl 
way of a diwmion send me a tome of prose ! ” 
In answer ao an appeal from Moxon for a fresh 
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volume of new poems, he said, “ We are correct- 
ing all the volumes for new editions.” * 

My parents’ first venture in the choice of a^ 
home was not encouraging. The house that 
they took was at Warninglid in Sussex, pleasant 
and sunny, with large airy rooms from which 
there was a Copley-Fielding-like view of the 
South Downs. “The full song of the birds 
delighted us as we drove up to the door,” 
and the home seemed at first in every way 
suitable. But one night soon after their arrivd 
a tremenddUs storm blew down part of the wall 
in their bedroom, and through the gap the 
wind raved and the water rushed. Then they 
learnt that their dining-room and bedroom had 
been a Roman Catholic Chapel, that a baby 
was buried somewhere on the premises, and 
later that one of a notorious gang of thieves and 
murderers known as “The Cuckfield Gang” 
had lived in their very lodge. 

Besides they discovered that no postman 
came near the house, that the nearest doctor 
and butcher lived at Horsham, seven miles off ; 
and that there was not even a carrier who passed 


and 


In the Kufuh for i8$i were pnblithed : 

W)it( tinie I wasted youthful lioiirt» 

Come not when 1 am ddul. 


Thif last poenit ^Edwin Morris^’* ^The Eadci’’ and the 
Dedicitloti **To the Queen/’ were included in the rarw/p tetrenth 
edit^ 185I0 
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anywhere within hail. Altogether everytning 
was so uncanny and so uncomfortable, that they 
took fi speedy departure, my father drawing my 
mother in a Bath chair over a very rough road 
to Cuckfield. 

Finally, by the kind aid of Mrs. Henry 
Taylor, they took up their abode at Chapel 
House, Montpelier Row, Twickenham ; a house 
which overlooked the parks of General Peel and 
of the Due d’Aumale. It was entered through 
a square hall, and on the fine old staircase stood 
the carved figure of a mitred bishop “as if to 
bless the passers by.” 

On the 2 1 St February their diary says : “We 
read Alton Locke, drove about in search of a 
Court dress for Lev^e, could not find one and 
had to give up Lev^e on the 26th. Rogers, 
hearing of this, offer’d his own dress, which 
had been also worn by Wordsworth and had 
been promised to the Wordsworth family as an 
heirloom. The coat did well enough, but about 
•ther parts of the dress there was some anxietj 
felt for the Lev^e on March 6th, as they had 
not been tried on.” 

He was meditating his first Laureate poem, 
“To the Queen,” and was especially thinking 
of a stanza in which “ the empire of Words- 
^worth should . be , asserted : for he was a re- 
presentative Poet Laureate, suc^ a poet as kin^ 
8tloi:^d h<pOur, and sMih en one as woi4d do 
honotur to kings making the period of a reign 
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famous by the utterance of memorable words 
concerning that period.” Spedding wrote to 
my father : “ Those potentates stand highest 
in the estimation of succeeding ages^ not who 
have been best praised in their own time, but 
who have in their own time done honour and 
given aid and encouragement to that which 
remains great and memorable in all time.” 

Later in March he stayed at Sir Alexander 
Duff Gordon’s ; and whilst there, at an evening 
party given by Lord John Russell, was intro- 
duced to 6unsen and to the Duke of Argyll. 
The Duke in after days and to the end of my 
father’s life was one of his most valued friends. 

On April 5th he received from Mr. Macready 
a letter of thanks for the sonnet addressed to 
him on leaving the stage. 

Farewell, Macready, since to-night we part ; 
Full-handed thunders often have confessed 
Thy power, well used to move the public 
breast. 

We thank thee with our voice, and from the 
^ heart. 

Farewell, Macready, since this night we part. 

Go, take thine honours home ; rank with 
the best, 

Garrick and statelier Kemble, and the rest, 
Wirt? made a nartion purer thro’ their art. 

Thine is it that our drajMa did not die^ 

Nor flicker down to brainless puitomime, 

141 



MARRIAGE 1851 


A^^ thbie gilt gauds men-children swarm to 

$$e. 

M^^ready ; moral, grave, sublime ; 
Oii^^akeipeare’s bland and universal eye 
Dwells pleased, thro' twice a hundred years, on 
thee. 


From fF. C. Macready 

Sherborne, Dorset, April 4^/1, 1851. 

Mv DEAR Mr. Tennyson, 

If I had obeyed the impulse of my feelin|;s, I 
^ould have written to you long rince, when our fnend 
Forster first commumcated to me the kindness you had 
shown me in honouring my name with the glory of 
your verse. This was some days before the publication 
of your lines, and he may have told you that the 
emotion they excited in me was a manifestation of my 

? 'ateful appreciation beyond what words can render you. 

ou have indeed embalmed my perishable name, which 
will not so soon be lost in the long night, as “ carens 
vate sacro,” and I may truly assure you, of no testimony 
have I felt more proud, and on none have I reflected 
with more grateful pleasure, than on that which bears 
your name. 

I renuun, dear Mr. Tennyson, 

Always and rincerely yours, 

W. C. Macready. 

On the 20th of April my parents* first child^ 
a boy, was born, and, owing to my mother's 
jiving fidlen down a step, died in the birth. 
At idra tlirie my fisther wrote : 
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« It was Easter Sunday and at his birtE I 
heard the great roll of the organ, of the uplifted 
psahn (in the Chapel adjoining the house). 

Dead as he was I felt proud of him. Ton^ay 
when I write this down, the remembrance of 
it rather overcomes me ; but I am glad that 
I have seen him, dear little nameless one that 
hast lived tho’ thou hast never breathed, I, thy 
father, love thee and weep over thee, tho' thou 
hast no place in the Universe. Who knows ? 
It may be that thou hast. . . . God’s Will be 
done.” 

In the sununer they met the Carlyles again. 
About tihis time he described my father to Sir 
J. Siniieon as “sitting on a dung- heap among 
innumerable dead dogs.” Carlyle meant that 
he was apt to brood over old-world subjects for 
his poems. Once maiw years after, when we 
called upon him, my father teazed him about 
this utterance, and Carlyle replied, “ Eh ! that 
was not a very luminous description of you.” 

^ This was the year of the first great Exhibi- 
tion, and what seems to have most delighted 
my father was the building itself and the great 
glass feuntain. 

. On July 15th they left for Boulogne on their 
way to Italy. “ The Daisy ” gives the Joum^ 
^tter than any prose or mine can give it. 
Jbwett writes, “He always had a living vision 
of I^dy, Greece and the Mediterranean.” He 
was proud of the metre of “ The Daisy *' which 
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fw-off echo of the Horatian Akaic.* 
the many metres he invented, thk he 
jranked among his best, together with some of 
the anapaestic movements in ‘*Maud,** and the 
long-rolling rhythm of his “Ode to Virgil.” 
On their journey he took with him his usual 
travelling companions, Shakespeare, Milton, 
Homer, Virgil, Horace, Pindar, Theocritus, and 
^^tbly the Dwma Commedia and Goethe’s 

Italy was in such a disturbed state that they 
did not go to Rome as they had intended. The 
fever was prevalent in Venice, so this had also 
to be given up. They stayed three weeks at 
the Baths of Lucca in the house of one Giorgio 
Basantino, opposite a wood where they would 
sit watching the green lizards at play. There 
were delightful evening drives over the moun- 
tains ; and they rejoiced in “ the glorious violet 
colouring of the Apennines, and the picturesquc- 
ness of the peasants beating out their flax or 
spinning with their distafii^ at their cottage 
doors.” Thence they journeyed to Florence 
to stay with my uncle Frederick at the Villa 
Torrigiani, which had been for many years his 
home. On September 24th they left Florence^ 
returning by way of the “snowy SplUgen” to 


^ He wet pleated with the slightly di^erent effect 
stantially) the tame metre in the invitation **To die Rev.* F. D* 
Maoric^^ gained by the dactyl which in thote veraet begins eacli 
feunh line (tee p. 164). 
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Paris. Here the Brownings called oA 

hotel. Mr. Browning, already my f^her^s 
friend, was affectionate as ever. Mre. Browning 
was “fragile-looking, with great spirit eyes,” 
and met my nlother “as if she had been her 
own sister.” SavilA Morton came too, and the 
diary says : “ His wild laugh sounded through 
the corridors. The Brownings gave us, before 
parting, two beautiful Paris nosegays (the flowers 
arranged in a sort of Grecian pattern) and both 
alike.” On their return home to Chapel House, 
my father quotes Catullus as he enters the door : 

“ O, quid solttds est beatius curis ! 

Cum mens onus reponit, ac peregrine 
Lahore fessi venimus larem ad nostrum, 
Derideratoque acquiescimus lecto. 

Hoc est, quod unum est pro laboribus tantis I ” 

Soon after he wrote the following letter to 
his old friends Mr. and Mrs. Brookfield, who 
were on their way to Madeira : 

Mr DEAR William and Jane, 

1 have only just got back to England 
ahd heard of you in calling on Mrs. Taylor at 
Mortlake. Grieved I was to hear so ill an 
account, that you are forced to leave England 
snd that I may not see you again for a long 
yet 1 do. not know why I should write 
except to tell you that my sympathies go with 
yott and to wish that you, William, may soon 
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be %(^tter and tfa^ God's, blessing may be with 
you bn the winter seas, and in the £ur island 
which I have so often longed to see. If my 
wife could stand the sea nothing would have 
plea^d^iae better than to have accompanied you 
tMther, but I hear that one friend at least has 
preceded you, and is there now, Stephen Spring 
Rice. That we may soon see you back in 
renewed health is the wish and prayer of 
Yours affectionately, 

A. Tennyson. 

r 

Spedding was consulted as to some “ National 
Songs for Englishmen” published in the Ex- 
aminer in 1 8 5a, “ since 

Easy patrons of their kin 
Have left the last free race with naked coasts.” 

He replies : 

I will send to Coventry Patmore for the Rifles, 
thinking that the more noise we make in that way the 
better, and the more we practise the less likely am 
we to be called to perform. I answered your 

summons to the Thatched House and found a room 
full of people not one of whom 1 knew ; all suffidently 
zealous, and at the same time rational, and (so far as 
the {areliminaries went) of one mind. I suppose they 
know one another, w some know some ; and as there 
seemed to be no w^t of volunteers fo^ the Coihmitt^ 
and ^bKiopiimttee bb ami^ deUolt^ I thou^it 1 
di^ht, sliilibnt abatidcmiH|^ my coutttly in her extttmdty, 
kavt that part of the tnidness to and jmn some 
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dub when it is oi^ized. I think I could hit « 
FKmchman at loo yards, if he did not frighten me. 

Forster sTOf for yesterday to look at the new 
p^, wluch I. highly approve, and by no 
^ow of the objection suggested agamst the stanza.* 
Amenca is our daughter but the men of America are 
o^ sons. Forstw waftts a name for the poet, which I 
think very d^ble ; ind no great matter what name is 
Aosen so It be short pronounceable, Alfred, Arthur. 
Merlin, Tyit^ Edward Ball, Britannicus, Honved 
Hylax, anything. Amyntor would sound well, is not 
hackneyed, and is good Greek for defender or protector. 

Yow n^ though dated the and did not arrive 
yesterday till 1 had gone out. 


National Songs (1852) 

“Britons, guard your own,” and 
Hands all round” were written, my father 
^ong with many others regarded France under 
Napoleon as a serious menace to the peace of 
Europe. Although a passionate patriot, and a 
^ue lover of England, he was not blind to heV 
faults,^ and was unprejudiced and cosmopolitan 
|n seeing the best side of other nations ; and in 
wter ye^s after the Franco-German war, he was 
Pllw with admiration at the dignified way in 
which France was gradually gathering herself 
together. He rejoiced whenever England and 
France were in .agreement, and worked together 
“anupatously for the good of the world. 

’I AboMt America (p. i$o). 
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Britons y . guard your own 

This version was given to my mother many 
years afterwards, so that she might publish it 
with her musical setting, 

Ri8e, Britons, rise, if manhood be not dead ; 

Thic ’world’ig last tempest darkens overhead : 

^11 i6'ee dom vanish’d — 

The true men banish’d — 
triumplis I maybe we shall stand alone ! 

Britons, guard your own. 

Call home your ships across Biscayan tides. 

To blow the battle from their oaken sides. 

Why waste they yonder 
Their idle thunder ? 

Why stay they there to guard a foreign throne ? 

Seamen, guard your own. 

We %cre the best of marksmen long ago. 

We won battles with our strength, the bow. 
Now practise, yeomen, 
lUlte mose bowmen, 

TiU;.yotte liy ^ their true shafts have flown. 

Yeomen, guard your own. . 

Should they lend here and but one hour prevail 
Them mtist nb man go back to bear the tale ; 

No man to bear it. 

Swear it ! We swear it ! 

Although we frught the banded world alone. 

We sweaf m guard our own. 

ms 
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Hands all rmnd ! * 

First drink a healtH, this solemn night, 

A health to England, every guest ; 

That man’s the best cosmopolite. 

Who loves his native country best. 

May Freedom’s oak for ever live 
With stronger life from day to day ; 

That man’s the true Conservative 
Who lops the moulder’d branch away. 

Hands all round I 
God the tyrant’s hope confound I 
To this great cause of Freeaoila drink, my friends. 
And the great name of England found and round. 

A health to Europe’s honest then ! 

Heaven guard them from her tyrants’ jails I 
From wrong’d Poerio’s noisome^ dcai, 

From iron’d limbs and tortured nails I 
We curse the crimes of southern kings. 

The Russian whips and Austrian rods, 

We, likewise, have our evil things ; 

Too much we make our Ledgers Gods, 

Yet hands all round 1 
God the tyrant’s cause confound 1 
To Europe’s better health we drink, my friends. 
And the great name of England round and found' 

^ Beb.9tli, iSjx. |muit$endfou whatLuidorMfimaiidtetliu 

motniiig : «• • H«na. all round ! ’ i* incomparibly the belt ^convivial) 
iff the language, though Dryden’i ‘Dnnking Song* ii fine.** 

• JoHif Foaaraa to Mai. Tawnraou. 
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What health to France, if France be she, 

Whom martial prowess only charms ? 

Yet tell her — Better to be free 

Than vanquish all the world in arms. 

Her frantic city’s flashing heats 
But fire to blast the hopes of men. 

Why change the titles of your streets ? 

You fools, you’ll want them all again. 

Yet hands all round ! 

God the tyrant’s cause confound ! 

To France, the wiser France, we drink, my 
friends. 

And the great name of England round and round. 

Gigantic daughter of the West, 

We drink to thee across the flood. 

We know thee most, we love thee best. 

For art thou not of British blood i 
Should war’s ndad blast again be blown. 

Permit hot thou the tyrant powers 
To fight thy mother here alone. 

But let thy broadsides roar with ours. 

Hands all round I 

God the tyrant’s cause confound ! 

To our great kinsmen of the West, my friends,' 
And the great name of England round and round. 

O rise, our strong Atlantic sons. 

When war against our freedom springs ! 

O i^eak to Europe thro’ your guns ! 

They can be understood by kings. 
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You must not mix our Queen with those 
That wish to keep their people fools ; 

Our freedom’s foemen are her foes, 

She comprehends the race she rules. 

Hands all round 1 

God the ty^t’s cause confound ! 

To our great kinsnien of the West, my friends. 
And the great cause of freedom round and 
round.* 


J “ The third of Fcbruwy, 1852,” is not printed here because it 
was included i« the PMms (ed. 1872). Other contributions appeared 
in the Examiner, but my father did not think them good enough to 
be reprinted. 
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CHELTENHAM AND WHITBY ^1852) 
My father's letter-diary ^ 


Cheltenham, Jan. 18/A, 1852. 

Alan Ker has taken four copies of my Ode 
** My Lords ” to send to papers here and there. 
Mother was delighted beyond measure to see 
me, making me remorseful that I had not been 
here before. Alan and Mary seem well and 
hbpeful : they say it is only a fortnight’s steam> 
to Jamaica (where he is appointed a judge), and 
they will not take a large outfit because at any 
time they can have things from England. 
Dobson says we could live here much better 
and cheaper than at Twickenham. I find the 
air much fi'esher. 


^ This he habituelly wrote to my mother when ibsen^ from 
home* 
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{Apparency answering a query as to 
Cwnt D'Orsay) * 

Jan. 185a. 

Count 0 ’Omv is a friend of mine, co- 

f odfather to Diciiens’ child with me. He is 
.ouis Napoleon’s Intimate friend and secretary, 
and moreover I a!i|i told a man who has wept 
over my poems. ' See how strangely thin^ 
are connected. Just put the things together. 
Wonderful arc these times, and no one knows 
what may arise from the smallest things. I the 
poet of England with the secretary of Louis 
Napoleon whom I have abused. 

Cheltenham, Jan. tTtmt. 

A note from Charles Weld this morning. 
He sent my poem to the Timesy but the Times 
ignores it. Alan Ker says it is not their custom 
to put in poems except they are allowed to 
subscribe the author’s name. I have told him 
to try the Morning Chronicle: he seems for 
Fraser y tho’ it is so long before Fraser comes 
out that my poem will be half superannuated 

Mjr ftther said that before this he had dined with Count 
D Orsaf and other fnends at John Forster’s. The Count was a 
.Slorion^ handsome fellow, generallf dressed in dght-itdng blue 
Coat, with gilt buttons. So carried away by D’Onay’s s^en^r 
Wtt Forster that he wu heard shoudng out above the hubbub of 
wtces. to his servant Henry ; “ Good heavens, sir, butter for the 
Count’s flounders ! ” 
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me the musket. I see that here and there 
people are rdUly beginfiing to be awake to their 
d^Miger * ^ i In this horrible age of blab I 
can scarce :|ra8t aright. 

y^n. 2yd. 

I have beeh <out every (&y dining. The 
readers of the Bieaminer will iib doubt guess the 
authorship from knowing Forster’s friendship 
fo|r rite. The military letters in the Times are 
very interesting. The hills here have fine lights 
on them as seen from my windows. John 
Rashdall wants us to go and spend three weeks 
with him at Malvern. 


York, yufy 'jth^ 1852 . 

Slept at Spedding’s where I found they 
expected me. Started this morning 1 1 a.m. 
Hay fever atrocious with irritation of railway, 
nearly drove me crazed, but could not complain, 
the other only occupant of the carriage having a 
curiously split shoe for his better ease, and his 
eyes and teeth in a glare at me with pain of 

g out the whole way, and finally helped out by 
is servant^ going to drink Harrogate Waters: 
Came here to the Black Swan, ordered dinner, . 
went <mt and bought weed, having left mine at 
j^peddin|fa with gloves (ay me !). Enquired of. 
tehiMSOcmiM state of pa^es here, ** Never wa^ 
aD^lipkSiig so satisfiictory, all purity of Elecdon, 
no row, no dnmkenness, Mr. Vincent will come 
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in without any bother.” While he was y«t 
speaking arose a row, intiumerable mob raging^ 
housekeepers all down the street rushed out 
window -shutters to prevent windows being 
broken. My dinner waiting for me, I having 
to plunge thro’ nlob to get at it, essayed the 
fringes of the i^wd, very dense nucleus of 
enormous brawl 4>inewhere within. Presently 
the glazed hats of policemen, like sunshine 
striking here and there at the breaking up of a 
storm, showed me an issue of hope. 1 plunged 
through in the wake of the blue coats and got 
home. To-morrow to Whitby. Vincent after 
all not returned. When I got to Waterloo the 
roses had snapt off short and lay at the bottom 
of the carriage. The porter opened the door, 
picked up one, snufred at it with vast satis- 
^ction, and never so much as ** by your leave.” 


5 North Terrace, West Cliff, Whitby, 
July ith^ 1852 * 

I am set down here for a week at least in 
lodgings. It is rather a fine place, a river 
'running into the sea between precipices, on one 
side new buildings and a very handsome royal 
hotel belonging to Hudson the railway king, 
on the other at the very top a gaunt old Abbey, 
‘and older pariah Church hanging over the town 
unid hundreds of white gravestones that looked 
to my something like clothes laid out to 
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dry. Moreover there is the crackiness of an 
election going on and lots of pink and blue flags, 
and anane northland boatmen of Danish breed, 
who meet and bang each other for the lov^ of 
liberty; foolish fellows. In the liiidst of the row 
yesterday came a funeral followed by weeping 
mourns^, a great hearse, plumes nodding and 
mourning coach, and the gaunt old Abbey 
looked down with its hollow eyes on the life and 
death, the drunkenness and the political fury, 
rather ironically as it seemed to me, only that 
it was too old to have much feeling left about 
anything. No bathing men were to be had, 
so I e’en walked into the sea by myself and had 
a very decent bathe. ^Hay fever was much 
better yesterday and is' bad again this morning. 
I could not write yesterday for I came in after 
the post had started by a very pretty rail which 
curves like a common road between great wolds, 
the Esk, which is the stream that debouches 
here, running below. Then we really went 
down a considerable hill with a rope. The same, 
thing I think occurs at Li^ge, but this seemed 
to tile much steeper. I am told there are very 
fine views in the neighbourhood, though 'most' 
probably I shall not get out far enough to see 
is pestilent hot. 

Whitby, July lyh, . 

; |s want to go to Redcliffe Scar which . old 
WuaaiiwOfth once told me o^ or perhaps to 
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Bolton Abbey. I think it a great pity that your 
“Sweet and low” hadn’t the start of all these 
musical jottings. . I have had two very goi^d 
days’ coasting, I mean walking along on and 
under the clIlK. Very singular they are with 
great bivalve shells sticking out of them. They 
are made of a great dark slate-coloured shale 
(is it to be called ?} that comes showering down 
ever and anon from a great height ; and on the 
hard flat rock which makes the beach on one 
side of the town (for on the other side are sands), 
you see beautiful little ammonites which you 
stoop to pick up but find them part of the solid 
rock. You know these are the snakes which 
St. Hilda drove over the cliff and falling they 
lost their heads, and she changed them into 
stone. I found a strange fish on the shore with 
rainbows about its wild staring eyes, enclosed in 
a sort of sack with long tentacula beautifully 
coloured, quite dead, but when I took it up by the 
tail it spotted all the sand underneath with great 
.drops of ink, so I suppose it was a kind of cuttle- 
fish. I found too a pale pink orchis on the sea 
bank and a pink vetch, a low sort of shrub with 
here 'and there a thorn. I am reading lots of 
novels. The worst is they do not last lonMr tlum 
the day. I am such a fierce reader I think 1 have 
had pretty well my quantum suff. : V^iables’ 
’anecdotes are .very interesting indeed, One 
cannot hdlp wishing that such a man as Gladstone 
niay come to sit on the top branch of the tree. 
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Whitby, yulj i^th. 

* I 'have ordered a carriage and am going to 
see Lord Normanby’s park near here, tho* I. am 
half afraid of it, a carriage so excites my hay 
fever, i met an old smuggler on the coast 
yesterday who had been in Lord N.*s service 
(not as smuggler of course !), and he took me 
for Lord Normanby at first, a likeness 1 have 
been told of more tnan once before. I got into 
conversation with him and I am going to call 
for him to-day and he is to show me the caves 
and holes in the coast where they used to land 
their kegs. I am going from here to-morrow, 
I think J shall go by the Scarboro’ packet but I 
am not certain. I shall most likely pop down on 
Charles' at Grasby, but if I go to Scarboro* I 
hardly think I shall go out of my way again to 
Leeds. I sh&ll like much to see the Brownings 
again, Mrs. B. particularly. I suppose when 
I come back the Lushingtons will want me 
tcf spend some days at Park House. I have 
seen no houses here to be sold, but then I 
have not looked out for them. A tailor, who 
sewed me on some buttons, told me Whitby was 
rCnoiarkable for longevity, the healthiest place 
in England except some place (he said) near 
Cheltenham, he had forgotten the name. I dare 
say he meant Malvern. 
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Grasby, Jtdy ^znd. 

I came by the packet boat to Scarbprbugh 
where I stopt the night and came on here 
yesterday. The train only stopt at Moortown, 
and I was obliged to walk through the fields to 
Grasby, when I admired the deep long-stemmed 
Lincolnshire wheat which I had not seen for 
many a day. 

i find Charles and Louisa very well, only 
Charles rather low as it seems to me. It is a 
nice little place they have and the country really 
looks pretty at this time of year. I shall stop a 
few days. 


Grasby, Jttly vjth. 

Pray take drives every day. The school- 
children have a feast here to-morrow for which 
1 am going to ^tay. They run in sacks and do all 
manner of queer things. Our parson-party went 
off well. Agnes 1 suppose will be triumphant 
(o-morrow. 1 think wnen I leave here I shall 
go round by Grimsby to see the new docks and 
perhaps get a bathe at Cleethorpes. 

• We went over to drink tea the other afternoon 
.with Mr. Maclean, the Vicar of Caistor, where 
I made fun for the children, and saw a young 
cuckoo which a boy had found in a sparrow’s 
nest, a rather r^re circumstance so late in July ; 
but the boy had had him for three weeks and 
fed him with worms. He was a good deal 
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duskier than the adult cuckoo, and with a white 
band on his head and very voracious, would 
l^ave'S’jy alio wed anything. 


Hull, July 3ii/. 

I am going out of the way to see Crowland 
Abbey and maybe shall stop a day or so there. 
I write this in vast haste at the Mason Arms, 
Louth. Daddy ^ drove me over last night to 
Grimsby to see the new dock, truly a great 
work. 

c 

When he reached home, Monckton Milnes 
asked him to dinner. He wrote : 

My dear Milnes, 

I have never dined in town (except 
once with Hallam en famille when I met him 
by chance in Lear the painter’s rooms looking 
at his picture of the Syracusan Quarries,^ and 
once or twice with my brother-in-law en famille 
also) since I dined with you. Heaven knows 
how long ago, and met Doyle and others, f 
have given up dining out and am about to retire 
into utter solitude in some country house, but 
if you feel aggrieved at sending one invitation 
after another to me, unaccepted, I will come. 
You have not mentioned your hour 6 ? 7 ? 8 ? 
let me know. Do not bother^ yourself about 

^ Henry Sellwood. 

^ Now in the drawing-room at Farringford. 
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giving me a bed, I can get one (and my own 
way too in the matter of smoke) better at 
Spedding’s. Really I am very unwell and, thp’ 
hay fever sometimes lets me alone for a whole 
day together, yet it sometimes makes me quite 
unfit to sit at table. Send me a line to say 
what your hour is and what Maurice’s hour is 
and I will see if I can come in time for 
Maurice. 

Ever yours, 

A. Tennyson. 


To James Spedding 

Dear J. S. 

Can you let me have your attic next 
Saturday night and Sunday ? I am going to 
dine with Milnes on Sunday, he has offered me a 
bed but I am more at mine ease in mine inn 
(smoking-room I should say) with you. 

« « # # 

Go and see (and having seen, if you can 
interest yourself in) Thomas Woolner’s design 
for the W. W.* Westminster monument. I am 
told it is good and I promised to say a good 
•word for him. 

Ever yours, A. Tennyson. 


• ^ Wordsworth, now in the drawing-room at Farringford. 
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CHAPTER VII 

TWICKENHAM (1852-53) 

In Februaiy, 1852, a report reacheH my father 
that Tom Moore was dying. A frieSid writes : ’ 
“ This darling old poet is only just alive, mind 
and body. X. goes over frequently to see him 
and read him your poems, which ne cries over 
and delights in.” 

Early in the year my father and mother paid 
a visit to one of his old College friends, Mr. 
Rashdall the clergyman of Malvern, and met 
the Carlyles and Sydney Dobell.^ Rashdall was 
a man so beloved by his parishioners, and so 
simple and direct in his language from the, 
pulpit, that he had emptied the Dissenting 
Chapels for miles round. He would often hold 
his Church services in the r^lds. A flowery 
r^ord of Spring follows in my^other’s journal, 
al)put the beauty of the dafFpdils, wood anemones, 

^ Mr. Briton Rividre writes to me : “I asked my brother-in-law, * 
Sydney Bfobelly to describe your father to mef and he said : * If he 
were minted out to you as the man who had written the J/$a^ you 
would answer, ** 1 can well believe it.” * ” 
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primroses, and violets ; the pear trees throughout 
the country in bloom “ like springing and filing 
fountains.” While they were mere my father 
read Dr. Wordsworth’s Apocalypse to my mother. 
On their return to Twickenham, he visited the 
Exhibition, and was delighted with Millais’ 
Ophelia” and “The Huguenot,” but liked 
“ The Huguenot ” much the best. They came 
to know the Peels at Marble Hill, and Archibald 
Peel (the General’s son) pointed out the avenue 
in which .Sir Walter Scott placed the interview 
between Jeanie Deans and Queen Caroline. 
Happy days were spent in the little Twickenham 
garden, my father reading aloud passages of any 
book which struck him. Layard’s Isineveh and 
Herschel’s Astronomy were read at this time. 
Numerous friends called from London : Sped- 
ding, Venables, Patmore, Edmund and Franklin 
Lushington, Temple, Palgrave, Jowett, the 
Welds and others. He writes, “lots of callers, 
I expect I shall be inundated.” The Diary 
•continues, “Hallam born on the nth of 
August.” 


^0 John Forster 

August ii/A, 1852. 

Mv DEAR John Forster, 

I did not tell you of my marriage 
which you took rather in dudgeon. Now I 
will tell you of the birth of a little son this 
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day, I have seen beautiful things in my life, 
but I never saw anything more beautiful than 
thfc mother’s face as she lay by the young child 
an hour or two after, or heard anything sweeter 
than the little lamblike bleat of the young one. 

I had fancied that children after birth had been 
all shriek and roar ; but he gave out a little 
note of satisfaction every now and then, as he 
lay by his mother, which was the most pathetic 
Sthpd in its helplessness I ever listened to. You 
aia I ; talk almost like a bachelor, yet unused to 
things : but you — I don’t hear good reports 
of you. You should have been better by this. 
Get better quickly if you would have me be as 
I always am 

Yours most truly, A. Tennyson. 

My dear John Forster, 

I have only time for one word of 
bulletin. Everything, I believe, is going on 
wbll, tho’ the mother suffers from an almost, 
total want of sleep, and the little monster does 
anything but what Hamlet says Osric did in 
his nursery -days. I found him lying alone on 
the third day of his life, and, while I was look- , 
ing at hini, I saw him looking at me with such 
apparently earnest, wide-open eyes, I felt as . 
awe-struck as if 1 had seen a ^spirit. I hope* 
you are mending. 

God bless you, A. Tennyson. " 
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BIRTH OF A SON ' 


To Mrs, Browning 

Chapel House, Twickenham, 

August iithy i8i-. 

My dear Mrs. Browning, 

I wrote to you once before this morn- 
ing. I now write again to tell you what I am 
sure your woman’s and poet’s heart will rejoice 
in, that my wife was delivered of a fine boy at 
9.30 a.m. this day, and that both she and the child 
are doing, well. I never saw any face so radiant 
with all high and sweet expression as hers when 
I saw her some time after. 

Ever yours truly, A. Tennyson. 

Mrs. Browning’s reply was the first congratu- 
latory letter. 


58 Welbeck Street, 

Wednesday night, 

August 12th, 1852. 

My dear Mr. Tennyson, 

Thank you and congratulate you indeed ffom 
my heart. May God bless you all three. 

Robert swd, when I was writing the note of enquiry 
which has gone to the post, Tell him we will hope still 
for a joyful meeting, ’ but I had not courage at that 
moment of crisis to mention a word of “joy.’ 

Now I may, thank God. Will you say to dear 
Mrs. Tennyson when she is able to think of anything 
so 'far off as a friend, how deeply I sympathise in her 
happiness, with the memory of all that ecstasy as I felt 
it'myself, still thrilling through me? 
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And there are barbarians in the world who dare to 
call the new little cre^ttures not jM^tty, ugly even ! ! 

Will you. after a day or twb send me a "line of 
bulletin ” ? See how X encroach upon your kindness ! 

Most truly yours, 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning. 

P.;^. by Robert Browning. 

I orn’t^l^lp saying too, how happy I am in your 
happiness ai^d in the assurance that it is greater than even 
youfitan quite know yet. God bless, dear Tennyson, 
you and all yours. n n 


Saturday. 

My dear Mrs. Browning, 

Here is one word of bulletin as you 

desired. 

All is doing as wpll as can be. 

To this one word, let me add another, that is 
how very grateful your little note and Browning’s 
epilogue made me. I began to read it to my 
wife but could not get on with it, so I put it 
away by her bedside, and she shall read it as. 
soon as she reads anything. 

Ever yours and your husband's, 

A. Tennyson^. 

“ From the first,” my mother writes, " Alfred 
watched Hallam with interest some of his 
aci^uaintapces would have smiled to see him 
maqg up and down stairs and dandling the baby 
in his arm;^” The poem "Out of the I>ecp” 
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was begun then and finished long afterwards. 
The christening was at Twickenham, the god- 
fathers being Henry Hallam and F. D. Maurice. 

From Henry Hallam 

Wilton Crescent, August %^th, 1854. 

My dear Alfred Tennyson, 

I returned from a three weeks’ tour in France 
late last night. Of your paternal dignity, lately 
accrued, I had had no information. This is my excuse 
for delay in acknowledging your letters of the i6th 
and in expressing at once my sincere congratulations on 
the event, and my most willing acceptance of the office 
which you desire me to undertake. That the names 
of Hallam and Tennyson should be united in the 
person of this infant will be to me a gratifying reflection 
for the reminder of my days. You have dready 
made those names indissoluble. I beg you to give my 
kind r^ards to Mrs. A. Tennyson. My daughter is 
at her own house at Hayes in Kent ; I shall soon go 
down. 

Yours most truly, H. Hallam. 


From Rev. F. D. Maurice 

Bodinoton Rectory, nr. Shrewsbury, 
August 20th, 1852. 

My dear Sir, , 

I am almost ashamed to confess the pleasure 
which your note *of this morning caused mdt It does 
not look like the proper feeling of responubility of the 
office with which the kindness of Mrs. Tennyson and 
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you invest ipie, such delight, 

and I iins afriud you will jpi^‘ y«^ difFets^y and 
inuch m<we truly pF my Chthdamty n^hen you mar of 
it. But I have so very much to thank you for, espedally 
of late years since I have known your poetry better and I 
hope I have been somewhat more in a condition to 
learn from it, that I cannot say how thankful 1 feel to 
you (or v^ddng that 1 should stand in any nearer and 
more per^ial relation to you. I beg you to express 
to Mrs. Tennyson how very much I ^lue this proof of 
her confidence and how much 1 hope I may not prove 
utterly unworthy of it. 

Very truly yours, F. D. Maurice. 

From Mrs. Browning 

58 Welbeck Street, Sept . 1852. 

My pBAR Mrs. Tennyson, 

^t is del^htful always to have kind words 
most del^htful to have them from you. 

We had resolved on leaving England on the fifth, 
but you offer us an irresistible motive for staying, in 
spite of fc^s at^d^^^d. ^ you will see us on Tuesday, 

and we shall coiitte'’ln time for the ceremony : we would* 
not miss the christening for the world. 

And 1 must tell you, a baby has screamed in this 
house ever since we^ have been in England, much to’ 
my sympathy . . . only, as the child grows fatter and 
fitter d have come to condder the screaming to be a 
s^n ,of prosperity. Still, it is very pdnfiil to hear a 
y(^||^aig cimd : when he cried I wat . always near crying^ 

is that these little creatures will 
makh 'lill^i^^ado about nothing sometimes, and we are 
#rong. in *ma(ht^ thdr.ills too laige l^ough dur 
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imagination. I hopo ip find your darting ureU and 
serene oi^fTueadayi at# yourself stronger dum you 
seem to b|i now. f 
Let me be (why not?) 

Airectionatefy yours always, 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning. 


Frm (sharks Dickens 

Dover, ist Oct , 1852. 

My dear Tennyson, 

I have received your note here only to-day. 
It would have given me the heartiest pleasure to have 
welcomed a young Tennyson to this breathing world 
wherein he is much wanted, on so good an occasion as 
his christening, but that I have engaged to go to 
Boulogne on Sunday for a fortnight. 1 shall drink his 
health on the fifth. 

As your letter bears no address and as I <|i^ot 'call 
your address to mind, I send this to Moxon’s' care. 

Ever yours, Charles Dickens. 


From Frederick Tennyson 

Villa Torrioiani, 1852. 

Haying duly received the bulletins announcing an 
aVituiflnal shoot of the old Laurel in the shape of 
Hallam Tennyson (is this his only name ?) I write not 
only to msh you joy of your new acquisition but to 
have m<M« particulars from you on that all engrOsdng 
sul^^t. Is he to turd out a dove or an eagle ? ' Has tf 
a hawldng eye and* the aquiline supremacy a^llW! CasftiFs 
in his nose or is there a classical ty^ J^lad, a 
Belvederino udth strong ideality? Will thetpencils of 
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the rays of the ancestral Intellectualities converge into a 
focus in the concavity of his cranium and be reflected 
therefrom in redoubled warmth and light, or will they 
neutralize one another and become common sense, a 
very good tlung ? You will probably be better enabled 
to answer these questions some ten years hence than 
now, but it is astonishing how early children begin to 
exhibit distinctive qualities. In my three little girls I 
fancy I detect strong marks of Individualities. 

Your affectionate brother, F. T. 


There was some question as to the name, 
whether it should be Arthur or Hallam. My 
father called out in a clear voice, that rang 
through the church, “ Hallam,” which pleased 
Henry Hallam, though jokingly he said in 
London : “ They would not name him Alfred 
lest he should turn out a fool, and so they named 
him ‘iSallam.’ ” Thinking that in future it 
would be an interesting link with a former age,^ 
his parents took him with them to old Samuel 
Rogers, and Rogers, bowing tp my mother, said 
in his courtly ' and diplomatic way, “ Mrs. 
Tennyson, I made one great mistake in my life, 
I never married.” 

In November was the burial of the Duke of 
Wellington. The Ode was published on the 
mo^^^g of the funeral.’ 

my &ther told mCt had had his hand on Dr. Johnsoa’s 
was too shy to knock and had r«n away without lebing 

Wio" tferitten in the Green Room,** Chapel iF^ouse, 




i8$* THE WELLINGTON ODE 

My father wrote: Nov. i 8 M. “Have seen 
the procession at the Duke of Wellington’s 
funeral : very fine ; hope to see the interior of 
St. Paul’s before I leave.” To Edward Fitz- 
Gerald he observed: “At the funeral 1 was 
struck with the look of sober manhood in the 
British soldier.” “ In the midst of the solemn 
silence,” said my father, “ Magdalene Brookfield 
whispered to her mother when she saw the 
Duke’s boots carried by his charger, ‘Mama, 
when I am dead shall I be that ? ’ meaning the 
boots.” 

It is interesting to note that while the Ode 
was being abused in all directions by the Press 
my father wrote thus to his publishers : “ If you 
lose by the Ode, I will not consent to accept the 
whole sum of £200^ which you offered jtne. I 
consider it quite a sufficient loss if you do not 
gain by it.” 

Henry Taylor wrote : 


Mortlake, Nov. lyth, 1852. 

I have read your ode (“Death of the Duke of 
Wellington”), and I believe that many thousands at 
present, and that many hundreds of thousands in future 
times, will feel about it as I do, or vnth a yet s||rQiiger 
and deeper feeling ; and I am sure that every ontf |^1 
feel alxnit it according to his capadty of feeling 
great'and true. It lias a greatness worthy o^ it^Jfiifc 
and an absolute simplicity smd truth, mth alJ^'ihtl^kHf^c 
passion of your nature moving beneath. 
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And here is my father’s reply : 

Sbaford House, Sbaford, 
Nev . lydy 1852. 

Thanks, thanks ! I have just returned from 
Reading and found your letter. In the all but 
universal depreciation of my ode by the Press, 
the prompt and hearty appreciation of it by a 
man as true as the Duke l^imself is doubly 
grateful. ' 

Ever, my dear Taylor, yours, 

A. Tennyson. 

This autumn the Twickenham meadows 
were so much flooded that my father and 
mother moved to Seaford, Brighton and Farn- 
ham. At the last place Charles Kingsley came 
to see them, fresh and vivacious as ever. 

At the beginning of next year (1853) my 
father was asked whether he would allow himself 
to be nominated as Rector of the University of 
Edinburgh. He replied : 

To Appleby Stephensony M,D. 

London, March isu 1853. 

%% 

Your letter of the twenty -fourth of 
H^bruai^ has reached me only«this morning.- * 1 
yourself and those other gentlemen, 
ph^m ydu speak of as being willing to give their 
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vote for me fte President of your University, will 
forgive me when I say that however gratefully 
sensible of the ho|iour intended me, I must beg 
leave with many thanks to decline it. I could 
neither undertake to coihe to Edinboro’ nor to 
deliver an inaugural Address at the time specified. 
You will doubtless find another and worthier 
than myself to fill this office. 

I am, Sir, your obliged and obedient servant, 

A. Tennyson. 

My father then went off house-hunting and 
wrote fi-om Farnham to my mother : 


Farnham. 

“ I saw Elstead Lodge yesterday, dry soil but 
uite flat, with view of distant hills, and one hill 
ery near : splendid lawn but house looking 
orth. The park here is delicious and the little 
ouse to be sold has a large garden. ... As for 
lie house, you would find the rooms too lovvj. 
if I buy, there is plenty of room for building 
wo good additional rooms. I saw the lawyer 
*ere and he has given me the. refusal. It is quite 
etired, just under the Bishop’s palace. What 
n air after Twickenham ! I walked over tOrHale 
nd looked into the old premises.” ' . 

- Iji the summer my father and mot]»er toqk 

* Where my gmndlkther, Henry Sellwood, lived with Uif moUber 
fter leaving Horncaitle. 
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a ttour to York,^ Whitby, Redcar, Kichmond 
and Gfasby. He left her at Richmond to retiirn 
to Grasby, and went with Pal^raye to Glasgow. 
From Glasgow the change was very pl^sant 
when the travellers found themselves at Carstairs, 
the home of my father’s old college friend, 
Robert Monteith, and at the Sellars’ on the 
Sound of Mull. 

Mrs. Sellar has written for me the following 
account of the visit to Ardtornish : 

We were living in the summer of 1853 at Ardtor- 
nish, on the Sound of Mull, the scene of the opening 
canto of the “ Lord of the Isles,” when my husband 
heard from his friend, Mr. Palgrave, that he and Mr. 
Tennyson were travelling in Scotland on their way to 
Skye, and would, if convenient, stop with us for two or 
three days. A cousin of nune. Miss Cross, one of the 
most chiming and brilliant women I have ever known, 
was sta^ng with us at the time, and to her, as well as 
to us, me mov^ht of “ Tennyson,” the man we counted 
half divine, being our guest, was the realisation of a 
.^d 1 don’t thmk anything has happened in 
afro^Ufe that has left a more lasting or delightful 
impresnon. 

Your father arrived on a Saturday (in August) and 
stayed till the following Wednesday afternoon? No 

1 My Aaher wrote from Tail’s Hotel, July a9th, 1853 : “A 
Romia epitaph in the Moaeum at York touched me : 

~>. M. Simpliciae Florentine 
Anime innocentinirtMt 
Qne vixit menses decern. 

'eucius Simplex Pater Fecit. 

Leg. VI. V.” 
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one could have been more easy, ^ple and deliffhtful, 
ai^, as we had then no neighlMur, once he had hued 
us, there was lio Airther sodal trial awsuting him ! and 
he blossomed out in the most genial manner, makmg 
us all feel as if he w^ an old friend. He went to 
church at Morven wiQi us next day, a poor little 
church on a windy hill, overlooking the Sound of Mull 
— ^haviM for its “ minister ” the well-known Dr. John 
Madeod, called, from his great height, the High Priest 
of Morven — and its oiie distinction, a beautiful Iona 
cross brought from the island of Inch Colme centuries 
^o. Mr. Tennyson was much struck by Dr. Madeod 
(“such a w^-formed head,” he exdaimed), and asked 
us if we did not have our clergyman to dinner ? We 
did not, as a rule, the distance was too great, but we 
felt sure he would be ddighted to meet Mr. T^nyson, 
and accordingly he came and they sat up into the 
night ; the one recountit^ the legends and tales of the 
country, and his hdr-breadth escapes by flood and field 
— and the other, to the delight of his audience, some- 
times reading his own poems or recalling his own 
experiences. The weather was fine, and the next day 
we started soon after breakfast for a long walk on the 
moors, ending at a waterfall that fell over a diflT, 
hpllowed out, under which we were able to cree|%';ai^ 
we sat srith the water fidling before us like a silver veil. 
Mr. Tennyson srid it was a great pity we had not 
brought food with us, and so need not have hurried 
home, and then, almost immediately, he chanted : 

“ We had smoke, but we had na vfine 
And we had nothing whereon to dine, 

But there jpas Denmstoun’s daughter. 

And Crosslrin sang a soi« of mine 
Behind the failing water. 
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AU the way flying home he was makii^ the most 
absurd ndnsense-oallad-verses, generally in Scotc^ but 
so rapidly, and so inconsecutive were they, that it was 
lihp^ble to remember much of them, even at the 
time, and ttOV only two viirses remain in niy memory. 

They found her buried in the moor. 

Shut Out frohi every hope, 

And hw bonny little noseling 
Was as brown as Windsor soap ! 

There came a cobbler to the toun. 

And he was ane o’ the clippers. 

And he took the skin of net brown bodie 
And made it into slippers. 

In the evening he read to us, and no one who heard 
him covild ever forget his reading of the “ Ode on the 
Death of the Duke of Wellington^’ ; to this day, I never 
read it without hearing his voice. “In Memoriam” 
was on the table and he said, “ I shan’t read this,’’ it 
happened to be open at “ Calm is the Morn,” and on 
my remarking that it was an especial favourite of mine, 
he turned round quickly and demanded “ ? ” 

Jbithtr a st^gering question for one not apt at giving 
a for the faith in her I With trembling lips* I 

t^kd lhat for one thing the words followed the sense 
i^iO marvellous a manner, and with this feeble reply 
he was kind enough to seem content. The next day 
we drove and walked up the Glen, and I can see him 
as distinctly as if it were yesterday dtting by the clear 
brown ^ver bende a beaurifiil avenue of lime tree^ 
plant<^ by a counn of Flora Maokmdd’s, atul repeadng 
Ye banks and braes o’ bonny Ddon,” saying, no more 
dimple or beautiful love song had ever been Witten. 
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He also repeated d fropos of a t)raQ^ he was leaniiur 
agunst, bxalung : 

“ I leant my fa^k against an aik 
And thocht H W^ a trusty tree, 

But sy^ it bant, and then it 
And sae did My false love wi* me.” 

Both these poems were, naturally, well known to us, 
it seemed as if We he^ them for the first time, so 
wonderfully did his vcace bring out the melody, the 
meaning and above all the pathos. He had given up 
the idea of g 9 ing to Skye, and this gained for us another 
day’s idsit, which he enjbodied in the following verse: 

If he did not see Loch Coruisk, 

He ought to be forgiven, 

For though he miss’d a day in Skye 
He spent a day in Heaven ! 

To my husband he repeated several verses of, then, 
unpublished poems, but begged him never to repeat 
them, enforcing this later, in a letter from Farringford — 
“Don’t quote any lines you may remember of mine. 
F. P. has been doing so, and they have travelled dp<fr4 
td Pau, and might as well have gone to pot, for L have 
before this, seen lines of mine printed vnth a litide 
alteration in verse books of others, not, I daresay, die- 
hdnestly; — an author may not know when a verse 
buz^ In his head, whether it is a bee from his own 
liive of h®*” 

He ej^e much of you, a baby then neasly^a year 
• old. ;Our eldest child, who died when he was eighteen 
in Australia s^ere hl*had gone for his health, was then 
abont «x months old. Your father took very Jdndly 
notice of Mm, but one day said to me, “ Do you know 
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J am thinking ? *’ ** That your own baby is much 

finer ? ” **,That is exactfy what I was thinking ! ” 

* Me left us to go to l^inburgh, the “ Gray Metro- 
p<Jia of Ae North,” for it was on that visit that he 
wrote “ The P^sy.”' He atid Mr. Palgrave left us by 
boat, a longt row fifteen miles to Oban j and on my 
hust^d 8a)di% to the old Gaelic boatman, ** Robert, you 
are titltii^ oyer one of the greatest men in England,” he 
repli^ TT»at bladc-a-v:se Nfc. Tinsmith that came 
1^. Pancake! well, well!” And so ended this 
eagerly, fobked forward to, heardly enjoyed, and to us 
eV«r niemprable visit I 

Of those assembled then in that hapjpy Highland 
home, young and old have all passed away. Mr. 
Palgrave lived to see, and contribute to, his friend’s 
" Memoirs,” “ and I alone sit lingering here ” 

** Remembering all the golden hours 
Now silent, and so many dead, 

And him the last ! ” 


Farringford^ 

H^er my ftither paid a visit to Bonchurch. 
Tbetc bo rbehcd. of Farringford as a place that 
might ppis^My^ be suitable for his home,, as it 

.V ,, • • 

* ‘iTol J|^b»a|d ud/tfOn fcis Travels in Greece” was printed 
^ this ^mr fhe collected poems. 

^^Tho Farringford is old. I have in my possession deeds 

of the fothtSipth century relating to the Farringford estate, one of 
^ witnesses beii^( frequently Walter de Ferringford. Priof’s 
Manor, attached to Farringford, belongedwto the Abbey of Lyra in 
NormandT. Many of the fields retain the old names of that dme, 
the PmlM^Field, Maiden’s Croft (dedicated to the Virgin 
the Cnte* ttiU, AtHraham’s Mead, etc. 

178 



i 8 s 3 parringford 

was beautiful and far from the haunts of medi^ 
« If society were what it is not,” wrote Lady 
Taylor to Aubrey de Vere, ‘‘it might be wm 
to give up something for it.” Society being 
what it is, he detetmined to quit Twickenham 
and to, live a country life of earnest work, only 
seeing his many friends from time to time. When 
my mother and he went down to look at Farring- 
ford, they’ crossed Ae Solent in a rowing boat 
on a still ifovember evening, and “One dark 
heron flew over the sea, backed by a daffodil 
sky.” 

Next day, as they gazed from the drawing- 
room window out through the distant wreath of 
trees towards a sea of Mediterranean blue, with 
rosy capes beyond, the down on the left rising 
above the foreground of undulating park, golden- 
leaved elms and chestnuts, and red-stemmed pines, 
they agreed that they must if possible have that 
view to live with. 

Nbv. 14/A, 1853. My father writes : “I wrote 
®n Friday to accept* the house [Farringford], 1 al^ 
wrote to-day to Moxon to advance one thousand 
pounds, four hundred pounds he owes me, the 
odd 'six hundred to be paid if he will in March 
.when I get my moneys in. Why I did it ? 
Because by buying safe debentures iff the £ast 
J^ihCQlnshire Line for two thousand five hundred 
pouh^ with that and five hundred* a year I 

* To lease the house with the option of bujin^iai, 

’ The sum which since i8$o he had made from his tkiws. 
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tiNiiJtjk we ought to get on. . . . Venables and 
<^s^jtnan agree in the propriety of the invest- 
nteirt. Seymour has sent no papers yet. 1 don’t 
Ipbw what is to be done with Laurence: it 
would be in the highest degree inconvenient for 
me to botMe back from the Isle of Wight to sit 
for him. , Fitz would, I have no doubt, let him 
ImaNt his old sketch of me.” 

Acoordiiigly on November the 24th, having 
tflifieil the house on trial, they left Twickenham, 
imd on the 25th entered into possession of 
Farringford, which was to be a home to them 
for f4>ity years, and where some of my father’s 
best-^known works were written. Mrs. Thackeray 
Ritchie describes the place in her pleasant 
Records^ as she saw it when it had become their 
own. 


For the first time I stayed in the Island, and with 
the people who were dwelling there, and walked with 
Tennyson alone High Down, treading the turf, listening 
to* lus talk, while the gidls came sideways, flashing* 
their wMte breasts i^unst the edge of the clif& and the 
Poet’s cloak fl^ped time to the gusts of the west .wind. 
The house at Farringford itself seemed like a charmed 
{^ace, vnth green walls without, and speaking walls 
mtli^ There hung Dante with his solemn nose and 
w^tk ; Italy gleamed over the doorways ; foiends’ 
lined the passages, books filled the shelves, and a 
gpbw of crimson was everywhere ;athe oriel dmwlng- 
rdbth w^ow was foil of green and golden leaves, of 
llie sb||^ Infds and of the distant sea. 
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My father and mother settled to a couiiti^ 
life at once, looking after their little far m, and 
tending the poor and sick of the village. In 
the afternoons they swept up leaves, mowed the 
grass, gravelled the walks, and he built what he 
called “a bower of rushes” in the kitchen 
garden. The primroses and snowdrops and other 
flowers were a constant delight, and he began a 
flower dictionary. He also bought spy-glasses 
through which he might watch the ways and 
movements of the birds in the ilexes, cedar and 
fir trees. ‘Geology too he took up, and trudged 
out with the local geologist. Keeping, on many 
a long expedition. 

He wrote to Charles Kingsley about Hypatia : 

*8S3- 

My dear Kingsley, 

I hope your wife got my books which 
mine ordered Moxon to send. In the conclusion 
of the “ Princess ” the compositors have made a 
slight mistake. 

Gray halls alone among their massive groves. 

They have printed “ their ” “ the ” which 
. somewhat weakens the line. 

Hypatia never came ; but I cannot afford to 
be without it. Part of the conclusion seems to 
me» particularly valuable. I mean the talk of 
the’. Christianized Jew to the clasfic boy. 
Hypatia’s mistreatment by the Alexahdrtans I 
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fouod almost too horrible. It is very powerful 
and tragic ; but I objected to the word “naked.” 
Pelagia^ nakedness has nothing which revolts 
one . . k but I really was hurt at having 
Hyj^ki strijpt, tho* I see that it adds to the 
tragie; and me picture as well as the moral is 
a fine one. 

Will you lay your hand on my Adam Smith 
aadr send it per post ? I enclose you six Queen’s 
beads for that purpose. 

Believe me, dear Kingsley, 

Ever yours, A. Tennyson. 



CHAPTER VIII 

FARRINGFORD (1853-1855) ; 

Throughout the following chapters I have, 
with my miother’s leave, made free use of her 
private journal. Most of it however has been 
necessarily compressed ; and the numerous anec- 
dotes about our childhood have been eliminated; 

Here however I may perhaps be allowed to 
note my father’s attitude toward children. This 
has best been given in his baby-songs, “Sweet 
and Low,” “ What does little birdie say ? ” 
“ Minnie and Winnie,” “ Dainty Little Maiden,” 
and his dedicatory poem to “Ally.” I will 
.however endeavour to set down briefly what 
I myself have known of some of his ways with 
children, and to begin with, what I have heard 
•of his love for them in days before my own. 

When he was a young man, living at 
Somersby, I have been told by those 01 the 
famil y younger than himself that “Alfred was 
their delight.” They would sit upon his knee, 
or ‘ cling about his feet, while he told them 
stories of his own invention that enthralled them, 
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long,8tQfif^S, of and of ttfav^s 

r^jg^ 2 ! 5 -;dY|ir^.wi. pjirts .pf'!the world. 

jiiAke' hirkiself a , Colo^us of 
they should brave a 
‘‘ l!thip|»;j!?i ft ;^ts open hano, or escape it if 

4iv)W^ under thp archway of 


tetahtte 


mm 


^i^e8;he wovi.ld siy : “There is something 
; wide-eyed wonder 

^e MM a\^i^deur in it which as children 


et r^ce. 


to me to be prophets of 


'To his own children he was devoted. From 
tho £ir«t hf .would, when my mother and he 


Wltie 'UOhe, carry me in my bassinet into the 
dr^tag^oom that he <might watch my baby- 

f ei^uret ; 4hd one of the very early things which 
.remember is that he helped the Master of 
Balhol to toss my brother and myself in a shawl. 
Later, he made us, though still very young, as 
much as possible his little companions. My 
n^other was not strong enough to walk as far 
as we did, and so my father would harness* 
my brother > and myself to her garden carriage, 
and hhins^ behind ; and in this 

fashion we raced up hill and down dale. When 
the days were warm enough, perhaps we sat 
together on a bank in one of our home-fields. 


apd he would read to us, or in cold wearier 
WOPld play football with us'^ boys in an old 
(^aJU^-piti or build castles of flint on the top of 
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BeaCTn GlifiJ” and wc <dl then cannonaded 
distance, or he would to jdioot 

with bow and arrow. Sbjhc ;w« ; 
flower-hunting, and on our retutn Ibo^e^ if the 
flower was unknown, he would say, **;0rinf me 
my Baxter’s Flpw^g to look it 0^ 

for us. 

If it was rainy or stonny^ and we were kept 
indoors, he often built citlm^lbr us with bricks, 
or played battledore and shuttlllsoek ; or some- 
times he read Grimm’s Fkirp Stmei or repeated 
ballads to Os. I remember mt emphatic recita- 
tion in those far-off years of 

“ Malbrouck s’en va-t’en guerre, 

Miron ton, mironton, mirontaine,” 

and of “ Si le roi m’avait donn^ 

Paris sa grand’ ville,” 

and of “ Ye Mariners of England,” 

and of “ The Burial of Sir John Moore.” 

On feast days he would blow bubbles and then 
grow ‘much excited over the “gorgeous colours 
and landscapes, and the planets breaking oflF 
from their suns, and the single star becoming a 
double star,” which he saw in these bubbles ; or 
ifjij were evening he would help us to act 
scenes from some Well-known play. He enjoyed 
superintending our boy-charades, and if a pro- 

185 



>853 

logt^ had to be written would make Iho laost 
amdcinffi <^ it. 

. V In me anbamn we had frequent brushing up 
ofdidivies hrom the lawns, and he would employ 
us : in >li0^ing to make new glades through the 
shcnB« or in re-shingling old ^ paths. It was a 
red-letter day when an Italian organ-grinder 
eana^^ as he did more years than one, and was 
aaked :tO' warm himself by our bonfire of leaves 
and wood, while my father and he told stories 
irf Savoy, Piedmont and Lombardy. My father 
wu always interested in the imaginative views 
which we children took of our surroundings. 
Of these I may give one instance : how Lionel 
had been brought from his bed at night, wrapt 
in a blanket, to see the great comet, and suddenly 
awaking and looking out at the starry night, 
asked, Am I dead ? ** 

The chief anxiety of my parents, I remember, 
was that we , should be strictly truthful, and my 
father’s words, spoken long ago, still dwell with 
me, ** A truthful man generally has all virtues.’’ 
He was very .particular about our being courteous 
to^the The severest punishment he ever 

gave llt^'i^t^gh that was, it must be confessed, 
slight, for som6 want of respect to one of 
our servants. 

The* first Latin I learnt fiom him was 
Horace’s 'O fms and the first Gs'eek 

idie ^heginning of the tUad. before this he liked 
to mako us Ie4m and repeat ballads, and simple 
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poems ^out Nature, but he would never teach us 
his own poems, or allow us to get them by heart. 

In the summer as children we generally 
passed through London to Lincolnshire, and he 
would take us for a treat to Westminster Abbey, 
the Zoological Gardens, the Tower of London, 
the Elgin Marbles at the British Museum, or 
the National Gallery. In the last he much 
delighted and would point us out the various 
excellences of the different niasters ; he always 
led the way first of all to the “Raising of 
Lazarus” by Sebastian del Piombo and to Titian’s 
“ Bacchus and Ariadne.” 

A favourite saying was, “Make the lives of 
children as beautiful and as happy as possible.” 
In the later years of his life his grandchil^en 
loved a romp with him, and enjoyed their drives 
when he would fight them with newspapers or 
play ** pat-a-cake ” with them. To the end he 
liked a “frolic with young things,” and when 
on one of his last walks he met the village 
school-children, he pointed his stick at them, 
barking like a dog to make them laugh. In 
1889, after he had turned eighty, he wrote the 
hillaby in “ Romney’s Remorse,” partly for his 
ittle grandson Lionel : 

Father and mother will watch you grow. 

And gather the roses whenever they blow. 

And find the white heather wherever you go, 

My sweet. 
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ITliese anecdotes about him and his children, 
read -them over, seem trivial enough, yet I 
i^^^rve them, as testifying in their way to the 
* 4 l(t«rnal youth of the poet.” 


f The year 1854 opened with the booming of 
tiuimon from Portsmouth, where the artillery 
were practising for the Crimean war. On 
March i6th Lionel was born. My father when 
he heard of the birth was looking through the 
study window at the planet Mars “ as he glowed 
like a ruddy shield on the Lion’s breast,”* and 
so determined to give the name Lionel. 

After Lionel’s birth he writes to Mrs. 
Cameron and to John Forster : 

March 22 nd^ 1854 . 

My dear Mrs. Cameron, 

In my first batch of letters, sent off in all 
directions, when the new babe was born, I omitted 
tp write to you, j^ot willingly, but ofjiecessity, 
not knowipgH^YOur “Terrace,” and my wife^ who 
did kno^j^ ndv being to be spoken to. . . . But 
I hope this fiRy» t^he sixth from her confine- 
ment, v?ill, ere it wde (a very brilliant one over 
cape apd sea), see her well, except for weakness.* 
I luve been mesmerizing her, which, she says, 
has done her a great de^l of good. If she cpuld 

. t? 

^ setieMilly ptsses ntpidty 'thzottgh Leo, but was this year 

Sbr a iime dHae stanonary there. 
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but get a.slecpful night, I have no doubt it 
would be all right by the morrow. As for ^ 
little fellow, he is as jolly as can be, and harc^ 
cries at all yet. Little Hallam watches hin^ 
awe-struck, cannot make him out, and occasion- 
ally wails over him. I daresay that these are 
phenomena which you have often tenderly 
watched in your own £imily. You have not 
written, which I would far rather impute to the 
fact of my not having written than to the 
possibility of your being unwell. Pray Heaven 
the last be ’not the case with you ; neither has 
Mary Marshall answered, which makes me 
anxious about her. God bless you, dear Julia 
Cameron, and 

Believe me affectionately yours, 

A. Tennyson. 

Farringford House, Isle of Wight, 
March 29M, 1854. 

My , Forster, 

1 understand from Archibald Peel that 
you afe aggrieved at my not writing to you : 
that is wrong, morbid I think. I almost never 
write except in answer. Why, if you wished 
to know 01 me, did you not write to me and you 
would have heard ? Pray don't be distrustful. 
I love you all the same, tho’ I should not write 
for .K>o years. 

Now it happens* that a letter was half written 
to yOu partly to condole with you on the loss of 
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deaf goed genial Talfonrd, partly to announce 
thr birth oi^^another son of mine. 1 had dozens 
{^letters to indite at that time to femsde cousins, 
e^.» and 1 put this by to finish another day, and 
I cannot find it, or I would send it to prove that 
you are not forgotten, but you must be more 
trustful of me, or how can we get on-? You 
must at any rate try the effect of a small note 
addrest t6 me before you find fault with me. 

A reason for my not writing much is the bad 
b<indition of my right eye which quite suddenly 
csnhe on as I was reading or trying to read small 
Pei^ian text. You know perhaps how very 
minute in some of those Eastern tongues are the 
differences of letters : a little dot n)ore or less : 
in a moment, after a three hours’ hanging over ‘ 
this scratchy text, my right eye became filled 
with great masses of floating blackness, and the 
other eye similarly affected tho’ not so badly. 

I am in a great fear about them, and think of 
coming up to town about them, „fpr^ (whatever 
you may conjecture) I have not been*^ in town 
for many iU^^hs, not ever since I came here — 
did not ev!|m pass thro’ town on my way here 
but went^ hy Kingstop. ' ' 

I bese^eh your, and all my foiends’ most 
phi^ldble interpretation of whatever I do or may 
^ said to do.^ 

Our post only allows us ^om ii o’clock to 
I o’elock to receive and answer letter^' widph is 
titink) another reason why I write so |ew^ 
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I have been correcting my brother Frederick’s 
proofe.^ I dare say you may have seen notice of 
their approaching publication. He is a true 
poe^ though his book (I think) ought to have 
been a shorter one. 

Farewell, my dear fellow, God bless you and 
keep ymii 

Yours affectionately and unchangingly, 

A. Tennyson. 


My wife’s kind regards to you : she has been 
in a great* state of suffering and sleeplessness 
for nine days, but at last I set her right by mes- 
merizing, — the effect was really wonderful. 


In April the diary says that he drew my 
mother out in her garden chair to see the 
“wealth of daffodils” and the ruby sheaths of 
the lime leaves. At this time Edward Fitz- 
Gerald stayed at Farringford for a fortnight;* 
he sketched and my father carved in wood. 
One daV^yi'tgGerald brought home bunches of 
horn«J''p^pies and yellow irises over which like 
a boy he was ecstatic. In the evenings he 
pji^fed Mozart, or translated Persian Odes for 
fother, *who, as has been said in the letter 
•to Forster, had hurt his eyes by porin|f over a 
small - printed Persian Grammar : until this 
with Hafiz and other Persian books had to bb 


I 


K«. 


* f^Genld never visited any of his friends except 

Fanny ; ke shut himself up in solitude at Woodbridge. 
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away, for he had seen ** the Persiah 
le^ri atalking like giants round the wafis of 
his noom.” My father observed that his best 
working days were “ in the early spring, when 
Natiu'e begins to awaken from her winter 
doep.” 

To this date belongs the following letter to a 
friend : 

You will not often see anything so sweet as 
little, not ^ite two years old boy, who is 
t<^dling up and down the room, ahd saying, 
date,’* and “ dada,” meaning “ give ** in 
a very respectable Italian lingo, pointing to 
^erything that strikes his fancy. Singularly 
enough the very day when I despatched my 
note to you another boy was born at 9 cKm., a 
lusty young fellow, who strikes the eld^ one 
with aw;6, sometimes into sympathetic tears, 
sopiedmes into a kind of mimic bleating, when 
ho iiears the younger one’s inartiqjdAte cooings. 

l^rst we had Was born dead (a gr^ 'grief to 
us), l^ly the finest boy of^ the three rand I 
l>ri>k^ Shy h<3ari with going to lodL^t 
hMw'^'lie layhlike . 4 »li|^ ws^or,,' ,.i^yin^ 
light* huied, with khiuids. 
edehched* ^d a ^own oa hiji brow. * . « If my 
l|ite«|. born,!^^ die to-ni^edj do not thiim 
dbat i sht^d SKmer 80 ^ much as I dhi^lbdidngpn 
fellow 'who^'-liad, 

%lMI*//My^%ilc^"whofvhad>had a -noiow^diirflble 
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lasting near the whole of one Easter 
iSimday, never saw him. Well for her. 

Yours, A. Tennyson. ^ 

In May my father stayed in London and 
in August visited Glastonbury, Wells and the 
Cheddar Cliffs. 


My father's letter-diary 

May 18/^,. 18541 60 Lincol»*s Inn Fields. I 

on’Moxon to arrange the “Illustrated 
Edition of Poems,” and we went round to the 
artist Creswick, a capital broad genial fellow ; 
Mulready, an old man, was full of vivacity and 
showed me lots of his drawings and one or two 
of his pictures. Then on to Horsley who was 
likewise very amiable and said that I was the 
painter’s poet, etc., then on to Millais, who has 
agreed to come down in a month’s time and teke 
little. Hal lam as an illustration of Dora.” Sir 
El l^^dS^er^ did not call upon and Holmdh 
Httei^as out of town. 

to Forster’s, and am going now to dkte 
and then going 

Grove called and will be ready to 
shew m <3iWtsd Palace. On Friday I dine 

cn Saturday with Forster. 

; I'went to the Crystal Palace 

with Weld: certainly a marvellous 
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^UK:e, but yet all in confusiont 4 4o not think 
that it will be worth while to go up on the l oth 
for . the opening, as it will be by no means so 
striking an affair as the last opening, 1851. , I 
was much plea8«i$».f||^l the Pompeian house and 
with the Iguanod^li^^d Ichthyosaurs. I dined 
with Frank Lui^ihgton at the Oxford and 
Cambiidge Club afterwards ; Horatio dined 
with us. Tom Taylor came to Spedding’s in 
the evening and gave me a book of Breton 
ballads, exceedingly beautiful, many of them. 

^ %yd. I called on Hdilam yesterday, he 

very well. 

August 


I came to Glastonbury after parting from 
Grant,^ then to Yeovil in a fly, 17 miles, which 
rather jarred against my paternity when I 
thought that little Hallam and Lionel had to be 
educated. 1 went to the Abbey. As soon as I 
got there, there rose an awful thun^S^storm, and 
rtook sheltpr over Arimathaean J^eph^^ bones 
in the crypt of his chapel for they say (Credat 
JuiilHsu#). he lies there. Only one arch rem4iQ& 
Wahced over to Wells. To Wookey Hme- 
thi)i;^orning, a cave ; it was not quite what I 
waited to see, tho’ very grim. Am at the Swan 
Hotel, shall go over to Cheddar to-morrow. 

H Aitivcd at Cheddar toniay^and have just s^n 

Gi»M whowM fint lie*d of tUe Univen^tyof 
Uhivoriity of BdinbMig^< 
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a stalactite « cavern, a thing I had never seen 
before. 

August lyth, Corfc Castle, Christchurch, 
very well worth seeing : Bournemouth fashinn- 
able, not at all a palace to-.^y;a house in. We 
found an old Waterioo S(^i^|i^ tm the coast. 

When my father had returned to Farrmgfbrd, 
he and my mother “saw a great deal of the 
Simeons, Aubrey de Vere and Baron de Schroeter 
from Swainston, and lengthy were the discussions 
on Roman' Catholiiisna.” My father was much 
impressed by the deeply felt religious enthusiasm 
of the Baron, who was like an old ascetic monk, 
and anxious to convert my parents. 

Of Sir John Simeon’s first visits his daughter, 
Mrs. Richard Ward, writes : 

On the day of Lionel’s christenine my father paid 
his first visit to Farringfcard, and found the family party 
just returning from church. During these early yean^ 
It was one fi^my father’s greatest pleasures to ride or 
drive oysr from Swsunston in the sumiw afternoons. 
He . and the Tennysons would go long expeditions 
through the lanes and over the downs : then bs^ 
dvot^h the soft evening rir to dinner and to tfe long 
eveiu^ of talk and of reading, which knit ‘^thatfou* 
compamonship ” and made it “ such a friendship aa^isd 
mastered time.” 

It was then that my frther worked at 
“Maud,” mornind and evening, sitting ip his 
hard high -backed wooden chair in nis little 
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room at the top of the house. His “ sacred 
pipes,” as he called' them, were half an hour 
after breakfast, and half an hour after dinner, 
v^hen ho one was allowed to be with him, for 
theh his best thoughts came to him. As he 
made the different poems he would repeat or 
read them. The constant reading of the new 
potiihs aloud was the surest way of helping 
t|im to find out any defects there might be. 
0taring his “sacrec^^alf- hours” and his other 
working hours and even on the Downs, he would 
murfhur his new passages or new lines as they 
came to him, a habit which had always been 
hisaince boyhood, and which caused the Somersby 
cook to say “ What is master Awlfred always a 
praying for ? ” 

Aubrey de Vere writes of this year : 

In 1854 I went from Swainston, the residence of 
Sir John Simeon, my friend, and the friend no less of 
Alfi:^ Tennyson, in whose elegiac linw«-kis memory 
is 'embalmed for ever, to Farringford, where Use poet* 
then made abode with his wife and two children. * The 
eldest was about two years old ; the other an infajot in 
amis ; imd 1 was so much stnick by his eyes, the most 
contej^plative which I luid ever seen, that I exclumed, 
*‘'V^en that child grows to be a man he must be a 
Carthusian monk ! ” “ Nothing of the sort,” was the 

a^wer I received ; “ but a happy husband, and a 
%PPy fethejr, in a happy home.” ^ The home I sifood 
itt^iras a happy home; andtlie fotemght 1 spent ip ft 
iWiB ^ne X can never The recollection o£ it is 
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all the more delightful because it carries wth it little 
sense of variety, “ So like, so v^ like was day to (ky.” 
The year had reached its zenith : the sky was almost 
alv^ys blue, and the lovely gleam of sea was a somewhat 
darker blue, while the healthful breezes of Freshwater 
prevented even the noontide from feeling sultry. The 
earlier part of the day I spent chiefly in reading and 
writing ; in the afternoon we sometimes read aloud in 
the open air, or rather we listened to the Poet’s reading, 
with such distractions alone as were caused by a bird- 
note louder than the rest or a> distant sea -gleam more 
bright. On one occasion our TOok, which we agreed 
in greatly admiring, was Coventry Patmore’s Angel in 
the House, then recent. Alfred and I had many a 
breezy walk along the Downs and as far as The 
Needles, sometimes with (Ustant views of the coast 
flushed by sunset, sometimes with a nearer one of the 
moonbeams “ marbling ” the wet sea-sands, as the wave re- 
coiled, which last always reminded me of Landor’s lines, 

“ And the long moonbeam on the hard wet sands 
Lay like a jasper column half uprear’d.” 

Tennyson was engaged on his new poem “ Maud.” 
Its origin and composition were, as he described thein, 
singular. He had accidentally lighted upon a poem of 
his own wluch begins, “O that ’twere possible,” and 
which had long before been published in a selected 
volume got up by Lord Northampton for the Md of 
a fflck clera|yman» It had struck him, in conse(|uence, 
I think, of a suggestion made by Sir John Simron, 
that, to render the poem fully intdligible, a preceding 
one* was necessary. wrote it j the second poem 
too ^rquired a predecesstM* { and thus the whole wMk 
was’wntten, as it were, huekwdi'ds. The readers of 
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sibldom in the love^m^eidties of 

th(^?|^dem the birds tdc»4Vvd[iement part. The birds 
iti^ ^'^^h ilall*«;arden ” are worldly twds, Aurtious 
for-i^ yon^ Lord millionaire Brother : 

Where is Maud, Maud, Maud, 

. One is come to woo her ? 

• ’Tllft “b^ds in our wood” are as aident partizans 
oC; I remarked to the Poet on this cir- 

'' but his answer was as vague as the “ mowt 
i^^ti ” of the “ Northern Farmer.” 

summer my father wrote of Freshwater 
to ft -wiend : “Ours is by far in my opinion 
the most noteworthy part of the island, with 
an air oh the Downs * worth,’ as somebody said, 
* sixpence a pint.’ ” 

Through the autumn and winter evenings 
he translated aloud to my mother the sixth 
Mneid of Virgil and Homer’s description of 
Hades, and they read Dante’s Inferno together. 
WheweU’s Plurality of Worlds he also carefully 
studied. “ It is to me anything,” he writes, “ but, 
a satisfactory book. It is inconceivable that the 
Virhole Universe was merely created for us who 
live in this third-rate planet of a third-rate sun.*’’ 

The excitbment about the Crimean War was 
intense. On Octobeir ^ ioth the papers were full 
of the particulars of the battle of the Alma.^ 

^ My fiiUiw wiott the 4nt Itmw of a song entitled “The Alma 
•fttver,** which my mother ftaibihed fold sejl'to music : 

. Frenchiap*^,* hapd in thine ! 

Our flaj^ nave waved together ! 
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The joiamal says : Lop^pg from the 
and seeing the white dill, and the clear ^ 
their violet gray fading seemed to us te^er 
and sad ; perhaps the landscape seemed so ^ 
because of the sorrowful news of the death^pH 
in the Crimea and of the death of our neighbour 
Colonel Hood in the trenches.” 

In November an unknown friend sent an 
account of the charge of the Heavy Brigade at 
Balaclava on October 25th, — how the Scots 
Greys and the Inniskillencrs flung themselves 
against the solid Russian column. The writer 
says : “ Our ears were frenzied by the Mono- 
tonous incessant cannonade going on for days 
together.” 

On November 22nd Millais’ long promised 
visit was paid. He was “beguiled into sweep- 
ing up leaves and burning them.^ He made 
sketches of Hallam and his mother,^ Hallam 
appearing in the illustration to ‘ Dora. ’ ^ There 
were talks with Millais “ as to the limits of 

— ... I ^ • 

* Let us drink to the health of thine and mine 

At the battle of Alma River. 

Our flags together furl’d, 

Henceforward no other strife — 

Than which of us most shall help the world. 

Which lead the noblest life. 

Then pledge we our glorious dead. 

Swear to be one for ever. 

And God’s best blraing on each dear head 
That testify the Aim* River. 

1 Perhaps this suggested his fine early picture upon the subject. 
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in pdnti n^nM LMv ^ther hated the 
realism inj^l||P^ and literature, notably 
by the Freffih schools. With regard 
^English ^l^^ures he said to Millais 
ais point o( view, ** if you have human 
Sfc^ a wall, the wall ought to be 
ly painted, and in harmony with the 
iliig the picture, but must not be 
IMve by the bricks being too minutely 
diu'wn, since it is tl^ human beings that ought 
td ;|^ave the real interest for us in a dramatic 
^ga^pibture.” 

^^pReh Millais left, my parents read' together 
Souvesnre^s account of the Bretons. The fact 
that th<^ most popular songs are religious and 
that) when the cholera was among them, they 
would not listen to the doctors until they put 
th^^^dvice in sOhg, set to national airs, struck 
mvfwsdier. On &ec. and he wrote “The 
Cha^e of the Light iirigade ” * in a few minutes, 
aflet tending dte descri|)tion in the Times in 
wlbictk ^ dccurred the phrase “ some one had 
blundered,** and this was the origin of the metre 
of his poem. Christi:^ Eve is kept by. his 
“ blowing bubbles for Jithe children, and making 
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THE BROWNINGS 


Dear Sir, 

You! were among the V( 



tws, Dtc. 17/A, 18, 
It to whom m’ 



w|S to be sent;^ and I ^pposed tfcit you had _ 

some six weeks ago. I^ossibly Blackwood did,xiii!j|>I^M3n<r 
your address and ther^ore sent it to your puM^er. 




m the 
out. 


If anything strike you as inconsecul 
reasoning you i^iU do me a favour by point! 

One eminent authority has given it as 1 ^ opinion 
that there is a non sequitur in the passige froili'Prop. I. 
to Prop. II. To me this seems odd. I esteem it a high 
honour to have now made your acquaintance and a 
great privilege to be allowed to subscribe nwself ^ ^ 
Very truly yours, F. Ferr]^. 


Frederick Tennyson wrote from Florence : 

Mv dear E. AND A., D«. 30/A, 1854. 

Browning comes in occasionally, but poor 
Mrs. B. never stirs out during the winter. Undcy the 
rose, they are both preparing new poems, Browning a 
batch of Lyrics which are to be ■ the real thing, JMrs, B. 
a kind of Metrical Romance. Though I have the 
highest esteem for Browning, and believe him to be a 
man of infinite learning, jest and bonhommie, and 
moreofver a sterling heart that reverbs no hollowness, 
I verily believe his school of poetry to be the most 
gr&tesque conceivable. Widi the exception of the 
« Blot on the ’Scutcheon,” tough wMch you may 
possibly grope your way the aid of an Anadne, 

the rest appear t» me to bq plun^ puzzles, trackless 
labyrinths, unapjaNaachaWe^liebtt^ Yet he has a 
very •Catholic ta^te Wp^fry, doing justice to wcry- 
thii^,good in all poeO part or present, at^ he i« 4 »e 
who has a proibuna admiration or Alfred. I hear from 
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.B||||mye that A. has fi|ik poem on the stocks ; a few 
<^^e bc»t stMizas next letter I should prize 

imd^ BrowtJI^ would be delighted to see a 
it. I simpose the poem on the **Ch^e 
of Hundred" Ml riie signed A; T., 

is Alfred. Browning sent me the paper but 

I Qoul^ ii^ him no information on the subject. 

f^^Your affectionate brother, F. Tennyson. 

Oa }m, 10th, 1855, father had “finished, 
and read out, several lyrics of * Maud.* ’’ The 
weather in January and February was arctic 
and the waves froze on the beach. 

TE%c news of the loss of Sir John Franklin, 
my inpther’s uncle, in the Arctic Regions 
was al- this time “a great shock.” ^ It is 
interesting to note that Dr. Kane, who was on 
the second Grinnell Expedition in search of Sir 
John, honoured my father by naming a natural 
rodt column 480 feet high, on a pedestal 280 
feet high, to the nbrth of latitude 79 degrees, 
“Tennyson’s Monument.” 

• My father wrote to him : 

DbAr Sir, 

Your bobk has not yet reached me hwe 
in this remote placC|)t>ut, as I learn with much 
regret that the stdtef^ your health obliges you 
to leave England yMrsoon, I will not wait to 
see it before 1 wfi^ilo, re<que»t you will do me 

_l My moii^r thought th«t her unefc's last words to her were : 
M losiplemember, Eimly, my mm belief that there j* 

pMjei the Pele.” 
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the fiivour of allowing me «i[|£^portunity to thaoif 
you in person for what I a|| told are your 
expressions towards myself in your book, and'l^ 
the .honour you have done me by giving 
name to that noble pillar. My wife and I hope 
that you will feel equal to coming so hu: out of 
your way to your ship as to pay us a visit here, 
and that a little rest will soon restore you to your 
former health, f 

Believe me, dear Sir, 

Yours very truly, A. Tennyson. 

Nov . 1856. 

Farringford, Freshwater, I.W. 

P.S. If there be a Miss Cross in your house, 
and if it be the Miss Cross whom I knew in 
Scotland, will you give her my best regards ? 

Dear Dr. Kane, 

Only yesterday, and then too late for 
me to return you thanks by that day's post, 
arrived your present. The book is really magni- 
ficent*. I do not think that I ever met with one 
which gives such vivid pictures of Arctic scenery. 
Nay I am quite sure 1 never did ; indeed I 
feel that I owe you more thanks for it, and 
for your warm-hearted h**cription, and your 
memorial of me in the wilderness than 1 could 
well* enclose in as piany words. So I will say 
nothjng about it, oWy beg you to ^ept 
volume of my poems containing the nAe which 
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(as C. Weld writes) .^mc inio your mind when 
you stood first beuore the great greenstone 
minaret. . 

Believe me, dear Dr. Kane, 

Yours ever, A. Tennyson. 


In l^< 5 bruary my father “translated aloud three 
lllylls of Theocriti^, Hylas^ The Island of Cos, 
md The Syracusan Women.'' In March “Woolner 
made a medallion of him (the best likeness that 
had yet been made).” 

On March 22nd my father received this letter 
from Ruskin : 


' Denmark Hill, Camberwell, 
211/ 1855. 

Dear Mr. Tennyson, 


I venture to write to you, because as I was 
talking about you vnth Mr. Woolner yesterday, he 
gave me more pleasure than I can express by telling 
me that you wished to see my “ Turners.” 

By several untoward chances I have been too long 
lundered from telling you face to face how much I owe 
you. So you see at last I sriae the wheel of fortune by its 
Kearest ^ke, b^ging you with the heartiest entreaty°l 
can, to tell me^Een you are likely to be in London and 
to fix a day if possible that I may keep it wholly for you, 
and: j^ompare my ‘‘ TWners” to look their rosiest and 
b^. they are as enchanted opals, but they 

ttidst turdy alfine fm you. 

- Aaty ' fm ' me if you give me notice two 

or dkr^ di| y < ^ |fRltfe,' but please come soon, for I have 
much to ito w^ou and am eager to say it, above ’’all to 
Hiliyou hi^lilu* a thousand thifigs I am gratefu% and 
f^^eetfidly youw, j 
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In April my father walked to Bonchurch, and 
wrote to my mother: I stop another day 

here, I may have, a chance of seeing double stars 
thro’ a telescope of Dr. Mann’s, a very clevef 
interesting doctor with whom I spent two hours 
this morning. He showed me things thro* his 
microscope.” ♦ 

He was home Igain on April 25th, and 
“copied out ‘Maud’ for the press, and read 
‘ The Lady of the Lake,’ having just finished 
Goethe’s ‘ Helena.’ ” 

On June 6th he writes : “ I have strangely 
enough accepted the Oxford Doctorship. Friends 
told me I ought to accept it, so I did.” Temple^ 
had suggested my father for that degreAt My 
parents stayed at Balliol ; and my father said, as 
he sat in the Balliol gardens, “ The shouts of the 
Undergraduates fi'om the theatre are like the 
shouts of the Roman crowd, ‘Christiani ad 
Leones ! ’ ” He was very nervous before going, 
but entered the theatre quite calmly with Sir 
Jx>hn Burgoyne, the stately-looking Montalem* 
belt, «and Sir de Lacy Evans. He sat on the 
steps nearly under Lord Derby, then there was 
one great shout for “ In Memoriam,’'* one for 
‘‘ Alma ” and one for “ Inkermann.*’ The foa 
of upturned faces^was very stri^M« juid my 
father had a “tremendous ovatill^^ he 

received his degree. The new dd^^, ordinarily 
borrows a doctor’s habes from a taiS^' and just 

) Now ArchUshop of Csnterbiuy. 
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wcftcs Shcldonlftii Theatre for the 

ceremoa^pc^ Bpit my &ther after luncheon asked 
th^ Masto^ c^ ^Balliol whether it would be 
agtinst nde and propriety if he might have a 
s^ke, as it Hwas hit fiincy to do so, ainoi^: the 
trees when clad in nis red doctorial'^bes. 
The Master said that he might do so, and he 
snaked in the then walled<rin Master’s garden, 
now open to the college. “ In the evening at 
Magdalen he had long talks with Mr. Gladstone 
and Montalembert.” Next day Arthur Butler 
and Max Miiller took my father and mother 
4bout Oxford, and to the Bodleian, to see the 
Illuminated Missals, and Dr. Wellesley showed 
them the RafFaelle sketches. At night they had 
tea with Professor Johnson and Professor Adams, 
and looked at the Nebulae in Cassiopeia through 
the big telescope, the Ring Nebula in Lyra and 
also some double stars. 

On July yth they reached home, and the. last 
touch was put to “Maud,” before giving it to 
the publisher. Up to the time of my father’* 
death, when Ms friends asked him to read aloud 
from his own poetry, he generally chose “ Maud,” 
the pn the Dime of Wellington,” or 

*^puinevere.” ^ , 

/ Ti^idatinns i^H^nch of “Ring out, wild 
Ijpi’l Pmd <5Mwna in the Moated Grange,” 
him'from Franide. ^ 

ptihted out “whjft a poor language 
French is for translating English poetry, althbugh 
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it is the best Isuiguage for deUmtic Mi/attces of 
meaning. How absurd ‘Ring out* wild bells’ 
sounds in the tramktion ‘n<mneZy Clochess} 
Soai|^,’ and what a ridiculous rendering of ‘ |||; 
cfliwiii not, she said’ is ‘Tomne vient pas’ 
J^gust 6th. “The Balaclava Charge” with 
the following short preface was forwarded to 
John Forster to be printed on a fly-leaf for the 
Crimean Soldiers. 


jfugust Sthy 1855. 

Having heard that the brave soldiers before 
Sebastopol, whom I am proud to call my 
countrymen, have a liking for my ballad on the 
charge of the Light Brigade at Balaclava^ I have 
ordered a thousand copies of it to be printed for 

^ About this time he wrote a letter to the Breton poet Hippolyte 
Lucas : 

Une Lettre inidite Alfred Tennyson i Hippolyte Lucas 

Chbr Monsieur, 

Ce m*est v^ritablement une douce chose que d’avoir 
tiOUVd une Hme po^tique qui puisse fraterniser avec la mienne dt 
lliutre c6td de la grande mer. Les pontes, comme vous le ditei fort 
bien, sont ou plutdt devraient ^tre reli^ ensemble par une chafne 
dlectrique, car ilt ne doivent pas parler seulement pour leurs 
compatriotes. J’ai lu vos vers plusieurs fois, et ils m’ont causd plus 
de plaisir k chaque nouvelle lecture. Je suit particulidrement 
de leur ressemblance avec mon propre^ podme. 

St jamais je fais un voyage en j’aurai Thonneurot ft 

plitiir de vous fiure une visite* province est rkhe. ,ei| 

l^;en4^ podtiques de toute espdee, et j^ar, cela mdme particielii^ 
ment ^dre aux Anglais. J’es^e la voir un jour» et voq| |ii 
temps. 

En attendant, croyez-moi,"ther monsieur, votre toni ddvottd 

Alered TiNirrsoN, 
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of mme can add to the glory 
td .in the Criihea ; > but if 
Jd be true they will not be 
_ Ivc these copies from tne> and 
to know l^t those who sit at home love ^nd 

fa<^ur them. Tennyson. 


them* 
they 
what 
displeased 



To ’John Forster 

[UndaUdA 

Mv DEAR Forster, 

In the first place thanks for your 
critique which seems to me good and judicious. 
Many thanks, my wife, will write to you about 
it ; but what I am writing to you now about is 
a matter which interests me very much. My 
friend Chapman of 3 Stone Buildings, Lincoln’s 
Inn, writes to me thus ; — “ An acquaintance of 
mine in the department of the S.P.G. as he 
calls it (Society for the Propagation of the 
Qospel) was saying how a chaplain in the Crimea 
sent by the Society writes to the Society— 
(neither he llpr the Society being suspected 
of any Tennysonian prejudices ) — ^ The greatest 
service soil can do"^ ju|t now is to send out on 

P rinted slips Mr* ^^T»*s ^Charge j|t l|idaclava.^ 
t is the greatest fie^urite of the sOldlers^half 
are sinking it, and all want to have it in black 

aiid white, ia as to read what has so taken them.’ ” 

«» 

^ Thus underscored in the original. 
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Now, iny dear Forster, 8<i|M cannot 
possibly he deaf to such an f^ish to 

send out about looo slips, I doii’t at all 
wfuat the S.P.G. or any one- t^iiSid out the 
version last prii^d : it would, 1 believe, quite 
disappoint the soldiers. Don’t you live quite 
close to the S.P.G. ? Could you not send 
Henry over to say that I am sending over the 
soldiers’ version or my ballad, and beg them not 
to stir in the matter ? The soldiers are the best 
critics in what pleases them. I send you a 9 opy 
which retains the “Light Brigade,” and the 
“ blunder’d ” ; and I declare it is the best of the 
two, and that the criticism of two or three 
London friends (not yours) induced me to spoil 
it. For Heaven’s sake get this copy fairly 
printed at once, and sent out. I have sent it by 
this post likewise to Moxon, but you are closer 
to your printer. Concoct with him how it is all 
to be managed : I am so sorry that I am not in 
town to have done it at once. I have written a 
little note to the soldiers which need not b*e 
sentrr-just as you like. It might be merely 
printed “ From A. Tennyson.” Please see to all 
this r and see that there are no mistakes ; and I 
will be bound to you for evermore, and more 
than ever yours in great haste, 

A. Tennyson. 

P.^ I am conviq,ced now after writing it out 
that this is the best version. 
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The fbBowing tribute was received from 
Seu^i"': ■ 

‘ We had & a matt of the light Briwcle, otte 

of the few wlito auiNrivcd that fatal mistake, the Balaclava 
charge ; l 3 ut which, deplorable as it was, at lea^ tendM 
to mow the high state of disciplittc attained in the 
British army. I spoke to several of tho^ engaged in 
deadly conflict, and they could describe accurately ^ 
the position of the Russian cannon ; were ^rfectly 
aware when obeying that word of con^and, that they 
rode to almost certain death. This patient had received 
a kick in the chest from a horse long after tte battle 
of Balaclava, while in barracks at Scutari. He was 
depressed in spirits, which prevented him from throw- 
ing off the disease engendered by the blow. Ihe 
d^or remarked that he wished the soldier could be 
roused. Amongst other remedies leeches were pre- 
scribed. WhUe watching them I tried to enter mto a 
conversation with him, spoke of the charge, but could 
elicit only monosyllabic replies. A copy of Tennyson s 
poem having been lent me that morning, I took it out 
and read it. The man, with kindling eye, at once 
entered upon a spirited description of the fatal gallop 
l^tween w guns’ mouths to and from that cannott- 
erbwd^ imgm;. . He asked to hear it again, but,„as oj 
this time a nuiaber of convalesceiUs were gather^ 
around, I slipped out of the ward. The chaplwn who 
had lent me*^ the poem, understanding the enthusiasm 
with which it had been received, aftemards procur^- 
from England a number of copies for distnbuuon. In 
a few days the invalid requested the doctor to di^harge 
him for duty, being now in health ; but whether the 
cifre was ernktied by the leeches or the po®® 
imposMblc to say. On giviim the card ^ the mMical 
man murmured, Well Tennyson 1 
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On one of the anniversaries of the Balaclava 
charge a banquet was given in London, and nay 
father was pressed to attend. Beu^ unable to 
do so, he sent the following letter to the chair-* 
man of the committee : 

Farringforo, Frbshwatbr. 

Dear Sir, 

I cannot attend your banquet, but I 
enclose to defray some of its expenses, or to 
be distributed as you may think fit among the 
most indigent of the survivors of that glorious 
charge. A blunder it may have been, but one 
for which England should be grateful, having 
thereby learnt that her soldiers are the most 
honest and most obedient under the sun. I will 
drink a cup of wine on the 25 th to the health and 
long life of all your fine fellows ; and, thanking 
yourself and your comrades heartily for the cordial 
invitation sent me, I pray you all to believe me, 
now and ever, your admiring fellow-countryman, 

A. Tennyson. • 

He had intended to write a poem on the 
soldiers’ battle of Inkermann, but only got as 
far as the first line : “ Strong eight thousand of 
Inkermann.” 

At this time my father’s friend Harry 
Lushington, who with his brother Franklin 
had published some stirring poems on the 
Criniean war, died in Paris. 
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My father's letter-diary of days in the New Forest 

August gtst. Haven’t had the heart to get 
further than Winchester and Salisbury. I am 
going to-day to take a gig across country to 
Lyndhurst. 

Lyndhursty Sept. ist. Tho’ I had said that 
the New Forest, for didn’t I expect that it 
was disforested, would not do again ; tho’, 
when I started this morning, I got on the 
wrong track for four miles or so out of the 
way of the great timber ; the vast solemn 
beeches delighted me, but my soul was not 
satisfied, for I did not meet with any so very 
large beech as I had met with before. Yet I 
rejoiced in the beeches and have resolved to stay 
till Monday and see them twice again. I have 
lost the tobacco case which Simeon gave me ; 
I am grieved, but it was so like the colour of 
last year’s beech leaves that I did not see it when 
I turned to leave the spot where I had smoked. 

Crown Hotely Lyndhurst, Sept. znd. I lost 
my way in the Forest to-day, and have walked 
I don’t know how many miles. I found .a way 
back to Lyndhurst by resolutely following a 
•track which brought me at last to a turnpike. 
On this I went a mile in the wrong direction, 
that is towards Christchurch, then met a surly 
fellow who grudgingly told me I was<> four 
miles from Lyndhurst, vdiereby I turned and 
walked to Lyndhurst. My admiration of the 
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Forest is great : it is true old wild English 
Nature, and then the fresh heath-sweetened 
air is so delicious. The Forest is grand. 

London., Sept. z%th. I dined yesterday with the 
Brownings and had a very pleasant evening. Both 
of them are great admirers of poor little “ Maud.” 
The two Rossettis came in during the evening.* 

October ist. I dined at Twickenham, my 
mother looking very well and intending to keep 
the house on another year. I also dined with 
the Camerons last night, she is more wonderful 
thaii ever I think in her wild-beaming benevo- 
lence. I read “ Maud ” to five or six people at 
the Brownings’ (on Sept. 28th). 

Mrs. Browning writes thereupon to my 
mother : 

13 Dorset Street, October, 1855. 

My dear Mrs. Tennyson, 

If I had not received your kindest of letters 
I had yet made up my mind not to leave England 
without writing to you to thank you (surely it wou|d 
have been your due) for the deep pleasure we had m 
Mr. Tennyson’s visit to us. He didn’t come back as he 
sMd he would to teach me the “ Brook ” (which I persist 
nevertheless in fancying I understand a little), but he 
did so much and left such a voice (both him “ and a 
voice ! ” ) crying out “ Maud ” to us, and helping the 
effect of the poem by the personality, that it’s an 

1 Gabriel Rossetti wrote to William Allingham about this evening 
in an unpublished letter : '*JEIe is quite as glorious in his way as 
Browning in his, and perhaps of the two even more impressive on 
the whole personally.” 
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ineretse of joy and life to us evef. Then may we not 
venture to thijtilc now of Alfred Tennyson our friend? 
atul was it . not worth while coming from Italy to 
England for so much? Let me say too another things 
that though 1 was hindered (through having women 
fnends^u me, whom I loved and yet could not help 
wi^ng a little further just then) from ntting in the 
smoke and hearing the talk of the next room, yet I 
heard some sentences which, in this materialistic low- 
t elktng world, it was comfort and triumph to hear from 
1 ^ hps of such a man. So I thank you both, and my 
husband’s thanks go with mine. 

As to a visit to you, how pleasant that you should 
ask us I This year we could not have gone, next year 
perhaps we shall not be able any more * * * but every 
year of our lives it will be pleasant to think that you 
have wished it. Dear Mrs. Tennyson, you do not 
mind the foolish remarks on “ Maud ” * * * do you ? 
These things are but signs of an advance made, of the 
tide rising. People on the shore are troubled in their 
picking up of shells a little. 

Kiss your children for me : I hope my child may 
play with them before long. My husband’s “ Men and 
Women ” shall go to Mr. Tennyson on the publication, 
not to trouble him (understand) with exaction of a 
letter or opinion, but rimply as a sign of personal r^ard 
and respect. 

Dear Mrs. Tennyson and dear Mr. Tennyson, believe 
us both very afiectionately yours, though 1 have but the 
name of Elizabeth Barrett Browning. 


P.S. (We leave England to-morrow.) God bless 
you, dear and admirable friends. My wife feels what 
sko says, and I with her. ' 

Aflfectionately yours, Robert Browning. 
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On his return the evening books were Mtlt(Ht, 
Shokesp^e’s Somets^ Thackerayff 
some of Hallam’s History and of Carlyle’s 
Cromwell. 

This October “Mr. Lear paid us a visit and 
sang his settings of * Mariana,’ ‘ Lotos -Eaters,* 
‘O let the solid ground,’ and ‘O that ’twere 
possible.’ ” 

One day my father received “an interesting 
letter telling him pf a man who had been roused 
from a state of suicidal despondency by ‘The 
Two Voices.’ ” 

At the end of the year an unknown Notting- 
ham artizan came to call. My father asked 
him to dinner and at his request read “ Maud.” 
It appears that the poor man had sent his poems 
beforehand. They had been acknowledged, but 
had not been returned, and had been forgotten. 
He was informed that the poems, thus sent, were 
always looked at, although my father and mother 
had not time to pass judgment on them. A 
most pathetic incident of this kind, my father 
told, me, happened to him at Twickenham, 
whep a Waterloo soldier, out of admiration for 
the Wellington Ode, brought him twelve large 
.cantos on the battle of Waterloo. The veteran 
had actually taught himself in his old age to 
read and write that he might thus commemorate 
Wellington’s great victory. The epic lay for 
some time under the sofa in my father’s study, 
and 'was a source of much anxiety to him. 
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«ould he go through such a vast poem ? 
OiJ^'dsiy he mustered up courage and took a 
portiofi out. It opened on the heading of a 
canto : “ The Angels encamped above the field 
of Waterloo.” On that day, at least, he “read 
ne rnidte,” He ^ave the author, when he called 
fi>r his manuscript, this criticism: “Though 
great images loom here and there, your poem 
could not be published as a whole.” The old 
man answered nothing, wrapt up each of the 
twelve cantos carefully, placed them in a strong 
oak case and carried them off. He was asked 
to come again but he never came.^ 

^ A friend narrates the following incident as showing that my 
father *^sang for some whom we might forget to include in our 
fellowship of sorrow/’ " One moonlight night, when sailing, some 
years since in the Malay Archipelago, I came on deck to find the 
ship in charge of the mate, a taciturn mariner, uncouth and of 
uncompromising visage. A chance remark, however, about the 
beauty of the night brought a line from a well-known stanza of ‘ In 
Memoriam’ as reply. I completed the verse with undisguised 
pleasui^, and this fairly broke the ice of his reserve. For the rest 
of that watch the mate paced up and down the deck, reciting to me 
the greater part of the * Idylls,’ and the first half of ‘ Maui’ J 
shall never forget tb^ feeling with which he lilted out the song 
* Birds in the high ]^H garden.’ During the next week — all in 
the blue uncloud^ weather ’ of that beautiful Archipelago — the mate 
and I talked together the one subject, which had kept him, he 
averred, from suicide by drowning — a sailor’s death more common 
than people think. For heart-whole delight in the poetry, for pure . 
devouon to his image of the poet, I place that mate of a Malay 
coaster above all the Tennysonians I have met.” 
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CHAPTER IX 


‘‘MAUD”i 


Afttr reading “ Maud" : 

Leave him to us, ye good and sage, 

Who stiffen in your middle age. 

Ye loved him once, but now forbear 5 
Yield him to those who hope and dare. 

And have not yet to forms consign’d 
A rigid ossifying mind. 

lenica. 

Pure lyrical poetry of every form had been 
essayed by my father before 1855, but a mono- 
dramatic lyric, like “ Maud,” was a novelty. In 
consequence its meaning and drift were widely 
misunderstood even by educated readers, which 
partly accounts for the outburst of hostile criticism 
that greeted its appearance. It is a “ Drama of 
the Soul,” set in a landscape glorified by Love, 
and according to Lowell, “ The antiphonal voice 

1 *rhe volume conttined “Maud” {written at Farringferd), 
“ The Brook,” “ The Letter^ “ Ode on the Death of the Duke of 
Wellington,” “The Daisy,” ‘*To the Rev. F. D. Maurice,” “Will,” 
“ The Charge of the Light Brigade.” 
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to *In Memoriam.* ” * Nothing perhaps more 
justified what has b^n said of my father, that 
Had he not been a poet, he might have been 
remarkable as an actor, than his reading, of 
“ Maud,” with all its complex contrasts of motive 
and action. He generally prefaced his reading 
with tui explanation, the substance of which has 
been given by Dr. Mann in his Maud Vindicated. 

•“At the opening of the drama, the chief 
person or hero of the action is introduced with 
scenery and incidents artistically disposed around 
his figure, so as to make the reader at once 
acquainted with certain facts in his history, 
which it is essential should be known. Although 
still a young man, he has lost his father some 
years before by a sudden and violent death, 
following immediately upon unforeseen ruin 
brought about by an unfortunate speculation in 
which the deceased had engaged. Whether the 
death was the result of accident, or self-inflicted 
in a moment of despair, no one knows, but the 
son’s mind has been painfully possessed by it 
suspicion of villainy and foul * play somewhere, 
because an old friend of his family became 
suddenly and unaccountably rich by the same 
transaction that had brought ruin to the dead.* 
Shortly after the decease of his father, the 

^ My Atthef someciines ctlled ** In Memoriam,’* ** The Way of 
the Soul/* 

^ My fadier desired that the paua^ by Dr. Mann, here qhoted, 
thoilld be inserted among his notes 1891^1. 
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bereaved young man, by the death of his motha*, 
is left quite ^on# in the world. He continues 
thencefbr^ ^ r^ide in the retired village iA 
which his eatfy days have been spent, but the 
sad exp^ences of his youth have confirmed the 
bent of a mind constitutionally prone to de- 
pression and melancholy. Brooding in loneliness 
upon miserable meinories and bitter fancies, his 
temperament as a matter of course becomes more 
and more morbid and irritable. He can see 
nothing in human afiFairs that does not awaken in 
him disgust and contempt. Evil glares out from 
all social arrangements, and unqudified meanness 
and selfishness appear in every human form, so he 
keeps to himself and chews the cud of cynicism 
and discontent apart from his kind. Such in 
rough outline is the figure the poet has sketched 
as the foundation and centre of his plan * ♦ *. 
Since the days of his early youth up to the 
period when the immediate action of the poem 
is supposed to commence, the dreamy recluse 
has seen nothing of the family of the man to 
whom circumstances have inclined him to 
attribute his misfortunes. This individual, 
although since his accession to prosperity the 
•possessor of the neighbouring hall and of the 
manorial lands of the village, has been residing 
abroad. Just at this time however there are 
workmen up at the dark old place, and a rumour 
spreads that the absentees are about to return. 
This rumour, as a matter of course, stirs up aftesh 
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rankling memories in the breast of the recluse, 
and reawiicttis there old griefe. But with the 
group of associated recollections that come 
crowding forth, there is one of the child Maud, 
who was in happier days his merry playfellow. 
She will now however be a child no longer. 
She will return as the lady mistress of the 
mansion (being the only daughter of the Squire, < 
who is a widower). What will she be like ? 
He, who wonders, has heard somewhere that 
she is singularly beautiful. But what is this to 
hint f Even while he thinks of her, he feels a 
chill presentiment, suggested no doubt by her 
close relationship to one who he considered had 
already worked him so much harm, that she 
will bring with her a curse for him.” 

I shall never forget his last reading* of 
“Maud,” on August 24th, 1892. He was 
sitting in his high -backed chair, fronting a 
southern window which looks over the groves 
and yellow cornfields of Sussex toward the long 
line of South Downs that stretches from Arundel 
to Hastings (his high -domed Rembrandt»-like 
head outlined against the sunset - clouds . seen 
through the western window). His voice, low 
and calm in everyday life, capable of delicate 
and manifold inflection, but with “ organ-tones ” 
of great power and range, thoroughly brought 
out the drama of the poem. You were at once 

^ He owaed that ‘‘Some of the pafsages ere hard to read because 
they have to be taken in one breath and require good lungs.** 
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£ ^t in sympathy with the hero. As he said 
imself, “This poem is a little Hamlet^* the 
history of a morbid poetic soul, under the 
blighting influence of a recklessly speculative 
age^ He is the heir of madness, an egotist with 
the makings of a cynic, raised to sanity by a 
pure and holy love which elevates his whole 
nature, passing from the height of triumph to 
the lowest depth of misery, driven into madness 
by the loss of her whom he has loved, and, when 
he has at length passed through the fiery furnace, 
and has recovered his reason, giving himself up 
to work for the good of mankind through the 
unselfishness born of his great passion. My 
father pointed out that even Nature at first 
presented herself to the man in sad visions. 

And the flying gold of the ruin’d woodlands 
drove thro’ the air. 

The “blood-red heath” too is an exaggeration 
of colour ; and his suspicion that all the world 
is against him is as true to his nature as the 
mood when he is “fantastically merry.” “The 
peculiarity of this poem,” my father added, “ is 
that different phases of passion in one person take 
the place of different characters.” 

The passion in the first Canto was given by 
my father in a sort of rushing recitative through 
the. long sweeping lines of satire and invective 
against the greed for money, and of horror at 
the consequences of the war of the hearth. 
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Then comes the first sight of Maud, and 
“ visions of the night,” smd in Canto iv. a longing 
for calm, the reaction after a mood of bitterness, 
and yearning for 

A philosdipher’s life in the quiet woodland ways. 

But the clarion call of the “voice by the 
cedar tree ” singing 

A passionate ballad gallant and gay, 

awakens a love in the heart which revolutionizes 
^d inspires the whole life. In Canto xi. my 
fiither expressed the longing for love in 

O let the solid ground 
Not fail beneath my feet : 

in Canto xvii. the exultation of love, knowing 
that it is returned : 

Go not, happy day, 

From the shining fields. 

> But this blessedness is so intense that it 
borders on sadness, and my father’s voice would 
break down when he came to 

% 

I have led her home, my love, my only friend.* ’ 
There is none like her, none. 

Joy culminates in “Come into the garden, 
Maud,” and my fiither’s eyes, which were 
through the other love>passages' veiled by his 
drooping lids, would suddenly Hash as he looked 
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up and these words, the passion in his 

voice deepening in the last words of the stanza. 

She is coming, my own, my sweet ; 

Were it ever so airy a tread, 

My heart would hear her and beat, 

Were it earth in an earthy bed ; 

My dust would hear her and beat. 

Had 1 lain for a century dead ; 

Would start and tremble under her feet. 
And blossom in purple and red. 

Then we heard after the duel the terrible 
wail of agony and despair in 

The fault was mine, 

and the depth of forlorn misery in 

Courage, poor heart of stone ! 

when the man feels that he is going mad, both 
read with slow solemnity : then the delirious 
madness of 

G me, whv have they not buried me deep 
enough ? 

The lyrics in “Maud” which my fether 
•himself liked best were 

I have led her home, 

and’ O that ’twere possible, 

and ' Courage, poor heart of stone ! 
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% A^out (hcL mad-scene one of the best-known 
4 <;h^" foi* the in^e wrote that it was **the 
Qiost Authlul representation of madness since 
Shakespeare.” 

It is notable that two such appreciative critics 
as Mr. Gladstone and Dr. Van Dyke wholly 
misapprehended the meaning of “ Maud ” until 
they heard my father read it, and that they both 
then publicly recanted their first criticisms. * 
“ If o , one but a noble-minded man would have 
thij0^ •? 'Biy father would say of Mr. 
^a^jstone. Dr.^ Van Dyke’s recantation he 
not live to read;* 

Mr. Gladstone’s recantation runs thus : 

I can now see, and I at once confess, that a feeling, 
which had reference to the growth of the war-spirit in 
the outer world at the date of this article [Qiuarterly 
Review y 1855), dislocated my frame of mind, and 
disabled me from dealing even tolerably with the work 
as a work of imagination. Whether it is to be desired 
that a poem should require from common men a good 
deal of effort in order to comprehend it ; whether all 
that is put into the mouth of the Solil^uist in “ Maud 
is within the lines of poetical verisimilitude, wh*ther 
this poem has the full moral ei^uilibrium which i^vjso 
maiked a characteristic of the sister-works ; are (|uel^ 
tions open, perhaps, to discusrion. But I have neither 

* When Fanny Kemble heard that my father read his “ Maud ” 
finely, she wrote : **Z do not think any reading of Tentiyson*s can 
ever be as striking and impressive as that * Curse of Boadicea * that 
he intoned to us, while the oak trees were writhing in the°tt<»m 
that lashed the windows and swept, over Blackdown the. day we 
were there.** (Unpublished MS.] * 
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done jt^ce in the text to its rich and copious 
of detail, nor to its great lyrical and metrical power. 
And what is worse, I mve huled to comprehend rightly 
the relation between particular passages in the poem 
and its general scoplB. This is, I conceive, not to set 
forth any coherent stnun, but to use for poetiail ends 
all the moods and ph^gwes ^owable under the laws of ^e 
art, in a special form of character, which is impasrioned, 
.fluctuating and ill-grounded. The design, which seems 
to resemble that of the Ecclesiastes in another sphere, 
is arduous ; but Mr. Tennyson’s power of execution is 
probably nowhere greater. Even as rwards the passages 
devoted to ww- frenzy, equity should have reminded 
me of the fine lines in the latter poitrion of x. 3 (Part i.), 
and of the emphatic words v. 10 (Part 11.) ; 

I swear to you, lawful and lawless war 
Are scarcely even akin. 

W. E. G. 1878.* 

Among the few who recognized merit in 
“Maud” were Henry Taylor, Jowett and the 
Brownings. 

From Henry Taylor 

Colonial Office, London, 

311/ July^ 1855. 

^ My dear Tennyson, 

I thank you much for sending me “ Maud.” 
I have only read it tmce, but I have Jready a strong 
i^ing what it is. I say a feeling and not an opinion, 
for ][ fin always disposed to have as little as possible 
to say ^ offinions in matters poetical. I felt the passion 

^ Gladstone’s GUanings^ vol. ii. 
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of it and tbBtj pi^cr spirit that » in it, and tte poetic 
spirii^ ri»t .. tt in some measure to bring back 

unto me. f^am i^lad that there is some one living who 
can do me that service and glad that you ate he. 

Ever yours sincerely, H. Taylor-. 


Ill December Jowctt writes : 

I yrant to tell you how greatly I admire “ Maud.” 
^ce Shakespeare seems to show equal power 
kind, or equal knowledge of hum^ natvu%. 
poem contrins more lines that ring in the 
men. I do not knoiig|{piy verse out of Shake- 
in which the ecstasy of love soars to such a height. 


He adds that the critics have “confused the 
hero with the author.”'^ 

Some of the reviews accused him of loving 
war, and urging the country to war, charges 

^ I tmke frdm Dr, M^nii) with some condensation, the following 
rema^^ahput because in ^e light of present criticism 

they arc ciiribw. * .^*One member of the fraternity of critics 
imme^atdy pronounced the poem to be a * spasm,’ another acutely 
discovered that it was a * careless, visionary, and unreal allegory of 
the Russian War.’ A third could laet quite make up his mind^ 
whether the adjective *mud’ or * mad’ would best apply to the* 
Vfork, but thought^ as there was only one small vowel redundaqt in 
the title in either case, both might do. A fourth found that\(he 
^fnud’ concealed * irony’ ; and the fifth, leaning rather to the mn^ 
hypothesis, nevertheless held that the madness was only assumed 
as an excuse for pitching the tone of the poetry in ^a key of extra- 
vagant sensibility.’ Othen of the multifold judgments were of 
o^nion that it was * a political fever,’ an * epidemic caught from the 
prevalent carelessness of thought and rambling contemplativeness 
of the time’ $ * obscurity mistaken for profundity,’ ^the deadjevel 
of prose run mad ’ ; * absurdity such as even partial friendship must 
blush to tolerate,* * rampant and n^id bloodthirstiness of .soul.’ 
These are but a few of the pleasant suggestions which critical 
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which he sufficiently answered in the ** Epilogue 
to the Heavy Brigade,” ending with these liifes^: 

And here the singer for his Art 
Not all in vain may plead, 

“ The song that nerves a nation’s heart 
Is in itself a deed.” 

The truth is that though he advocated jhc; war 
of defence and of liberty, and often said^lrpi^ 
at all price implies war at all costj^* no hne 
loathed war more thi^he did, or looked forward 
more passionately to the 

Parliament of man, the Federation of the world, 
when the earth at last should be one. 


A warless world, a single race, a single 
tongue, 

I have seen her far away, for is not Earth as yet 
so young ? 

Every tiger madness muzzled, every serpent 
passion kill’d, 

E\^y grim ravine a garden, every blazing desert 

y • till’d. 


.acumtn brought forward as its explanations of the inspiration of 
numbers that must nevertheless be musical.” Maud Vindicated^ 

One of the anonymous letters my father received he enjoyed 
repeating with a humorous intonation : 

Sir, I used to worship yom but now I hate you. I loathe and 
detesr you. You beast ! So youVe uken to imitating Longfellow. 

Yours in aversion * ♦ 
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Robed in universal harvest up to either pole she 
♦ sxjoiles, 

Uhiversal ocean softly •washing all her •warless isles} 

What even his hero in “ Maud ” says is only 
that the sins of the nation, “civil war” as he 
calls them, are deadlier in their effect than what 
is couamonly called war, and that they may be in 
a^ subdued by the war between nations 

i# evil more easily recognized. 

* first my father was nettled by these 
c^tlous remarks of the “indolent reviewers,” 
but afterwards would take no notice of them, 
except to speak of them in a half - pitiful, 
hsdjf-huniorous, half- mournful manner. About 
“ Mfiud ” and other monodramatic poems (the 
stories of which were his own creation) he said 
to me : “ In a certain way, no doubt, poets and 
novelists, however dramatic they are, give them- 
selves in their works. The mistake that people 
make is that they think the poet’s poems are a 
kihd of ^catalogue raisonn^ ’ of his own very self, ^ 
and of tdl the facts of his life, not seeing that 
they bftten 6rtly . express a poetic instinct, hr 
judgment on character real or imagined, and^ 
on the facts of lives real or imagined. Of course 
some poems, like my ‘Ode to Memory,’ are 
evidently based on the poet’s own nature, and on 
hints from his own life.” • 


l This line he held to be one of thi best of the kind he had«ever 
written. 
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The poem was first entitled “ Maud or the 
Madness.” My father thought that part of the 
misunderstanding of “ Maud ” had arisen fromr a 
misconception of the story, so left me the follow- 
ing MS. headings and notes. 


Part I 

Sections 

I. Before the arrival of Maud. 

II. First sight of Maud. 

III. Visions of the night. The hroad-flung 

shipwrecking roar. In the Isle of 
Wight the roar can be heard nine 
miles away from the beach. (Many 
of the descriptions of Nature are taken 
from observations of natural phenomena 
at Farringford, although the localities 
in the poem are all imaginary.) 

IV. Mood of bitterness after fancied disdain. 

V. He fights against his growing passion. 

VI. First interview with Maud. 

VII. He remembers his own and her fiither 
talking just before the birth of Maud. 

^III. That she did not return his love. 

t 

’ IX. First sight of the young lord. 
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X. The Westminster Review said this was an 
attack on John Bright. I did not 
know at the time that he was a Quaker. 
(It was not against Quakers but against 
peace-at-all-price men that the hero 
fulminates.) 

XI. This was originally verse iii. but I 

omitted it. ' 

Will she smile if he pre#^ her hand. 
This lord-captain up at 'iife ^ail ? 

Captain ! he to hold a edmmand ! 

He can hold a cue, he can pocket a ball ; 
And sure not a bantam cockerel lives 
With a weaker crow upon English land, 
W^hether he boast of a horse that gains, 
Or cackle his own applause. . . . 

What use for a single mouth to rage 
At the rotten creak of the State-machine ; 
Tho’ it makes friends weep and enemies 
smile. 

That here in the face of a watchful age. 
The sons of a gray-beard-ridden isle « 
Shobld dance in a round of an old routing 

XII. Interview with Maud. 

Mapd, Maud, Maud ” is like the rook’s 
caw. 

“^Maud is here, heje, here” is like the 
call of the little birds. 
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Xlll. Mainly prophetic. He sees Maud’s 
brotner who will not recognize him. 

XVI. He will declare his love. 

XVII. Accepted. 

XVIII. Happy. The sigh in the cedar branches 
seems, to chime in with his own 
.yarning. 

t^o/ogy ” is modern astronomy, 
for M old astrology was thought to 
sympathize with and rule man’s fate. 

Not die but live a life of truest breath. 
This is the central idea, the holy 
power of Love. 

XXL Before the Ball. 

XXii. In the Hall-Garden. 


Part II 


Sections 

I. The Phantom (after the duel with 
Maud’s brother). 

II. In Brittany. The shell undestrpyed 
amid the storm perhaps symbolia^ to 
him his own first and highest nature 

• preserved amid the storms of passion. 

• III. He felt himself going mad. 
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XV. Haunted after Maud’s death. 

“ O that ’twere possible ” appeared first 
in the “ Tribute.'* Sir John Simeon 
years after begged me to weave a story 
round this poem and so “Maud” came 
into being. 

V. In the mad-house. 

The second corpse is Maud’s brother, 
the lover’s father being the first corpse, 
whom the lover thinks that Maud’s 
■ father has murdered. 


Part III 

VI. Sane but shattered. Written when the 
cannon was heard booming from the 
battle-ships in the Solent before the 
Crimean War. 


letters to and from friends, *854-55 


To Gerald Massey 


Freshwater, I. of Wight, 
April 1 st, 1854. 


My DEAR Sir, 

In consequence of my change of resi- 
dence I did not receive your captivating volume 
till yesterday. I am no reader of papers and 
Reviews, and I had not seen nor even heard of 
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any of yonr poems : my joy was all the firesher 
and the greater in thus suddenly coming on a 
poet of such fine lyrical impulse, and of so rich 
half-oriental an imagination. It must be granted 
that you make our good old English tongue 
crack and sweat for it occasionally, but time will 
chasten all that. Go on and prosper, and believe 
me grateful for your gift, and 

Yours most truly, A. Tennyson. 

Letters to Dr. Mantty author of “ Maud Vindicated ” 

*8ss- 

Thanks for your Vindication. No one with 
this essay before him can in future pretend to 
misunderstand my dramatic poem, “ Maud ” : 
your commentary is as true as it is full, and I am 
really obliged to you for defending me against 
the egregiously nonsensical imputation of having 
attacked the Quakers or Mr. Bright : you are 
not aware, perhaps, that another wiseacre accused 
me of calling Mr. Layard an “ Assyrian Bull ! ’* 
Yours very truly, A. Tennyson. 

Without the prestige of Shakespeare, Hamlet 
.(if it came out now) would be treated in Just the 
same way, so that one ought not to care for their 
cackling, not that I am comparing poor little 
“ Maud ” to the Prince, except as, what’s the old 
quotation out of Virgil, sic parvis componerCy etc. 
Would it not be better that dl literary criticisms 

233 


LETTERS ON « MAUD,” ETC. 1855 

should be signed with the name or at least the 
initials of the writer ? To sign political articles 
would be perhaps unadvisable and inconvenient, 
but my opinion is that we shall never ha.ve a 
good school of criticism in England while the 
writer is anonymous and irresponsible. 

Believe me yours ever, A. T. 


I am delighted with Miss Sewell’s gift,^ tho’ 
yet unseen. I should like as I have told her to 
learn something of the history of the naming of 
it : can you tell me anything ? Please get it 
framed, we shall be half a year getting it done 
here. I think it should not have a great white 
margin except the artist herself desires it. , 
Perhaps the lake was not called after your 
humble servant but another. 1 enclose you the 
note to Miss Sewell which please deliver and 
read if you choose. * .y. 


I wished for you much yesterday. Merwood ® 
brought me a lump of snake’s eggs, and I picked 
caremlly out two little embryo snakes with bolt- 
ing eyes and beating hearts. I laid them on a 
piece of white paper. Their hearts or blood-- 
vessels beat for at least two hours after extraction. 

Does not that in some way explain why it is so 

• 

^ Miss Sewell had painted a ijicture of Lake Tennyson in New 
Zealand, so named by Sir Fredericl^ Weld, 

^ Tenant at Farringford farm. 
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very difficult to kill a snake ? 1 was so sorry 

not to have you and your microscope here. 

A.T. 


From Mrs. Vyner^ a stranger * 

River, New South Wales, ,855. 

Dear Friehd, 

I know that the poet’s life must have its 
commonplace daily sorrows and toils and that there 
must be moments when he even doubts his own gift, 
but I fancy a poet’s heart must be so large and loving 
that he can feel for and foi^ive even folly. Folly it 
may be, and yet I must write and thank you with a true 
and grateful heart for the happy moments your thoughts 
and your pen have given me. I am in the wildest bush 
of Australia, far away from all that makes life beautiful 
and endurable excepting the strong and stem sense of 
duty, the consciousness that where God has placed us is 
our lot to be, and that our most becoming posture is to 
accept our destiny with grateful humility. You must 
let me tell you how in a lonely home among the 
mountains, with my young children asleep, my husband 
absent, no sound to be heard but the cry or the wild 
dog or the wail of the curlew, no lock or bolt to guard 
our solitary hut, strong in our utter helplessness I have 
turned (next to God’s book) to you as a fnend, and 
read far into the night till my lot seemed light and a 
joy seemed cast around my very menial toils : then I 
have smd, “God bless the poet and put still some 
beau^fiil words and thoughts into his heart,” and the 

' My father was deeply touched by this letter : and kept it 
among the things he most prized. 
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burthen of life became pleasant tp me or at least easy. 
If you are the man I feel you must be you will forgive 
this address: there are certain impulses which seem 
irreastible, and I believe these are the genuine, truthful 
moments of oxir life, and such an impmse has urged me 
to write to you, and I know that the blessing of a 
faithful heart cannot be bootless : and may He who 
seeth not as man seeth spare you to plead the cause of 
truth and to spurn foolish saws and sickly conventiotr* 
alities. Farewell. 

God bless you : always your friend, 

Margaret Anna Vyner. 

My father’s aunt Mrs. Russell was vexed at 
what she thought an attack on coal-mine owners 
in “ Maud,” and so he writes : “ I really could 
find it in my heart to be offended with such an* 
imputation, for what must you think of me if 
you think me capable of such gratuitous and un- 
meaning personality and hostility ? I am as 
sensitive a person as exists, and sooner than 
wound any one in such a spiteful fashion, would 
consent never to write a line again ; yea, to have 
my hand cut off at the wrist. Why, if you had 
the least suspicion that I had acted in this way, 
did you not inquire of me before ? Now see, 
you the kindliest and tenderest of human beings, 
how you have wronged me, and nourished in 
your heart this accusation as baseless, no, more 
baseless, than a dream, for dreams have » some 
little foundation in paste things : but pray put 
it all out of your head.” 
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To George Brmley 

Freshwater, I.W. 

Nov. %%thy 1855 . 
Sir, 

I wish to assure you that I quite close 
with your commentary on Maud.” I may 
have agreed with portions of other critiques on 
the same poem, which have been sent to me ; 
but when I saw your notice I laid my finger 
upon it and said, “ There, that is my meaning.” 
Poor little “ Maud,” after having run the 
gauntlet of so much brainless abuse and anony- 
mous spite, has found a critic. Therefore believe 
her father (not the gray old wolf) to be 

Yours not unthankfully, A. Tennyson. 

P.S. But there are two or three points in 
your comment to which I should take exception, 
e.g. “The writer of the fragments, etc.,” surely 
the speaker or the thinker rather than the writer ;* 
again, as to the character of the love, do any^ 
of the expressions “ rapturous,” “ painful, ’ 
“ childish,” however they may apply to some of 
the poems, fully characterize the 1 8 th ? is it not 
something deeper ? but perhaps some day I may 
discuss these things with you, and therefore I 
will say no more here, except that I shall be very 
glad to see you if everiyou come to the Isle of 

Wiglit. 
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To F, G. Tuckerman 

1855. 

DeaR h^r. Tuckerman, 

"I have just returned home {i.e. to 
Farringford) from a visit to London, during 
which I called on Moxon, and found your kind 
present of books waiting for me. I fear that* 
you must have thought me neglectful in not 
immediately acknowledging them : and so I 
should have done had I not been waiting to 
send along with my thanks a small volume 
of my own, containing some of the thinga I 
repeated to you in my little smoking-attic here. 
These poems, when printed, I found needed 
considerable elision and so the book has hung 
on hand. 

When I arrived here I found that my small 
smoking-room did not smell of smoke at all, 
nay was even fragrant. I could not at first 
m^e it out. At last I perceived it was owing 
to the Russian leather on your Webster which 
you made mine. Even so (as some one says), 

** The actions of the just 
Smell sweet and blossom in the dust ” — 

and there was dust enough on the table almost 
to justify the application. 

You will nnd in my little volume ‘‘The 
Charge of the Light Brigade.” * * * It is 
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not a poem on which I pique myself, but I 
cannot help fancying that, such as it is, I have 
improved it. * 

Farewell and forgive my silence hitherto. 

I shall always remember with pleasure your 
coming to see me in the frost and our pleasant 
talk together. Did you see in your paper that 
the Oxford University would make me a Doctor 
the other day, and how the young men shouted ? 
I am, dear Mr. Tuckerman, 

Ever yours, A. Tennyson. 


To the Rev. G. G. Bradley * 

Farringford, 

August 25/A, 1855. 

Dear Mr. Bradley, 

Many thanks for the Arnold : nobody 
can deny that he is a poet. “ The Merman ” 
was an old favourite of mine, and I like him as. 
Well as ever. “The Scholar Gipsy” is quite 
new to me, and I have already an affection for 
him, which I think will increase. There are 
several others which seem very good, so that 
altogether I may say that you have conferred a 
great boon upon me. I have received a Scotch 
paper, in which it is stated that poor “ Maud ” 
is to be slashed all to pieces by that mighty man, 

Dean of Westminster. 
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that pompholygous, broad-blown Apollodorus, 
the gifted^ X. Her bistf fiiends do not expect 
her to survive it ! 

I am yours vary truly, 

A. Tennyson. 


Fro 0 y, Ruskin 

Denmark Hill, izth Nwtmbtr, 1855. 
My dear ^!r, 

1 hear of so many stupid and feelingless 
misunderstandings of ^ Maud ” tlut I think it may 
perhaps give you some little pleasure to know my 
sincere amniration of it throughout. 

I do not like its versification so well as much of 
your other work, not because I do not think it good of 
Its kind, but because 1 do not think that wild Idnd 
quite so good, and I am scary to have another cloud 
put into the sky of one’s thoi%hts by the sad story, but 
as to the general bearing and delicate finish of the thing 
in its .way, 1 think no admiration can be extravagant. 

ir is a compliment to myself, not to you, if 1 say 
that t think, with you in all things about the war. 

I km -YCty sorry you put the “ Some one had 
blundered” out of the “ Light Brigade.” ^ 

It was precisely the most tragical line in the poem. 
It is as true to ^;|iihkory as essential to its tragedy. 

me sincerely yours, J. Ruskin. 

o 

^ Some friends t;^F critical judgment prevailed upon 

him to omit tlris phrase which was however soon re-inserted z for it 
was originally the keynote dF the poem. 
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From Herbert Spencer {about ** The Two Foices ”) 


Sir, 


7 Marlborough GARORNSj 

St. John’s Wood, London, 1855. 


I h^pen«d recenjtly to' be re-‘r(;a(ting your 
Poem “ The Two Voices,” and coming to the verse 


Or if thuio' lower lives I came — 
Tho’ all expwience past became 
Consolidite in mina and frame — 


it occurred to me that you might like to glance through 
a bode whidi applies to the elucidation of mental 
sdettce, the hypothesis to which you refer. I therefore 
b^ your acceptance of Psychology which I send by this 
post. 

With much sympathy yours, 

Herbert Spencer. 


With the proceeds of the sale of “Maud” 
Farringford was bought, and my mother’s journal 
says : 

. April i/^hy 1856. This morning a letter 
came from Mr. G. S. Venables saying that Mr. 
Chapman pronounced the title of Farringford 
good. We have agreed to buy, so I suppose 
9 iis ivied home among the pine-trees is ours, 
Went to our withy holt : such beautiful blue 
hyacinths, orchises, primroses, daisies, marsh- 
marigolds and cuckoo-flowers. Wild cherry 
trees too with single »snowy blossom, and the 
hawthorns white with their “pearls of May.” 
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The park has for many days been rich with 
cowslips and furze in bloom. The elms are a 
golden wreath at the foot of the down ; to the 
north of the house the mespilus and horse- 
chestnut are in flower and the apple-trees are 
covered with rosy buds. A. dug the bed ready 
for the rhododmdrons. A thrush was singing 
among the nightingales and other birds, as he. 
said *‘mad with joy.” At sunset, the golden 
green of the trees, the burning splendour of 
Blackgang Chine and St. Catharine’s, and the 
red bank of the primeval river, contrasted with 
the turkis-hlue of the sea (that is our view from 
the drawing-room), make altogetl^r a miracle 
of beauty. We are glad that Farringford is 
ours. 
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CHAPTER X 

HOME LIFE AND “IDYLLS OF THE KING” 
1856-1859 

A thousand thanks for your charming letter from the Isle 
of Wight with suggestive date of Bonchurch (the only church 
you went to that day), and the spirited outline sketch of the 
Idyllic Poet serenely plou^ing his windy acres. How must 
vou have enjoyed ! . . . The Idylls [of the King]’' arc a 
brilliant success. Rich tapestries, wrought as only Tennyson 
could have done them, and worthy to hang by the Faerie ^een. 
I believe there is no discordant voice on this side of the water. 

(From H. W. Longfellow to James T. Fields, 1854.) 

1856 

My father went to the Grange (Lord Asli- 
burton’s) in January, and met the Carlyles, 
Venables, Brookhelds, Tom Taylors, Goldwin 
Smith and Spedding. Brookfield wrote : “Alfred 
has been most cheerful and the life of the party.” 
The note by my father is : “ It seems a house 
not uneasy to live in, only I regret my little 
fumitory at Farringford. Here they smoke 
amopg the oranges, lemons, and camellias. . . . 
1 cannot see in Lady Ashburton a touch of the 
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haughtiness which fame attributes to her. She 
is most perfectly natural, tho’ like enough she 
sometimes snubs her own grade now and then, 
when she sees presumption and folly. But as 
Brookfield said this morning, ‘ She is very loyal 
to her printers* ” 

During the winter evenings of 1855 my 
father would translate the Odyssey aloud into. 
Biblical prose to my mother,, who writes, 
“Thus I get as much as it is possible to have 
of the true spirit of the original.” 

He had been evolving the main scheme of 
the “ Idylls of the King ” at different periods 
during the last twenty years and more : the 
Morte d’Arthur episode had appeared in the 
volume of 1842. He resumed the plan with 
“Merlin and Nimue” (called “Vivien”) in 
February ; and in the “ Forest of Broceliande ” 
are many reminiscences of what was now the 
near scenery of the New Forest.^ This Idyll 
was finished by March 31st, and “Geraint and 
]£nid ” begun on April 1 6th. 

Meantime for daily exercise he planted trees 
and shrubs ; rolled the lawn and dug iu the 
kitchen garden, taking all the while a loving 
note of Nature, Thus as he was digging one, 
day a well-known line formed itself : 

As careful robins eye the delver’s toil. 

c 

^ On one occasion he stayed in the New Forest with his friend, 
the well-known ornithologist. Lord Lilford, in order to observe the 
bird-life there. 
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Farringford being now his property, the 
Twickenham furniture was brought over to the 
new home. As it was unpacked, my ^ther'^s 
eye was struck by a certain crimson -covered 
sofa and some oak chairs grouped together in 
the farmyard in front of the old thatched farm- 
stead and the ivy -covered wall through which 
the kitchen garden is entered. “ What a picture 
it would make ! ” he said ; repeating his new 
song in “Enid,” that then for the first time 
came to him *. 

Turn, Fortune, turn thy wheel and lower the 
proud. 

Presently, within doors, while the books 
were being sorted and rearranged, all imaginable 
things strewed over the drawing-room floor, 
and the chairs and tables in wild disarray. Prince 
Albert called. He had driven over suddenly 
from Osborne. The parlour- maid went to the 
front door, heard the Prince’s name announced, 
and, being bewildered and not knowing into 
what room to show him, stood stock still ; 
so the Equerry, I have been told, took her by 
the shoulders and turned her round, bidding her 
lead them in. The Prince expressed great 
admiration of the view from the drawing-room 
window, and one of the party gathered a bunch 
of jcowslips which H.R.H. said he must take 
to the Queen. 
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From the first the Prince was very cordial, 
and impressed my father as being a man of 
strong and self-sacrificing nature. 

In June news came that R.’s bank would 
prolMibly break and that all my father’s little 
savings might be lost. On July and my mother 
wrote : “ A. showed a noble disregard of money, 
much as the loss would affect us.” That even- 
ing, so as to give her courage, he asked her to 
play and sing the grand Welsh national air, 
“ Come to battle ” : and afterwards, to divert 
themselves from dwelling on the possible loss, 
they hung their Michael Angelo engravings 
round the drawing-room. 

In July and August my father and mother 
took us children to Wales, and here “Enid” 
was all but finished. We stayed at Llangollen, 
then at. Dolgelly, and at Barmouth. My father 
spoke of “the high rejoicing lines of Cader 
Idris.” My mother wrote: Sept. 8M. A. 
climbed Cuder Idris. Pouring rain came on. 

I *and the children waited a long time for him. • 
I heard the roar of waters, streams and cataracts, 
and I never saw anything more awful thaa that 
great veil of tain drawn straight over Cader 
Idris, pale light at the lower edge. It looked 
as if death were behiiid it, and made me shudder 
lyhen I thought he wa* there. A message came 
from him by the guide that he had gone® to 
J|olgeil^»‘ V 

It was near Festiniog that he heard the roar 
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TOUR IN WALES 


of a cataract above the roar of the torrent, and 
wrote that Virgilian simile : 

For as one. 

That listens near a torrent mountain-brook. 

All thro’ the drash of the near cataract hears 
The drumming thunder of the huger fall 
At distance, were the soldiers wont to hear 
His voice in Mttle. 

He particularly admired the still pools of the 
torrent in the “Torrent Walk” at Dolgelly, 
and the mysterious giant steps of Cwm Bychan. 
Harlech, Festiniog, Llanidloes, Builth, Caerleon 
were the next halting-places ; and on September 
1 6th he wrote : “The Usk murmurs by the 
windows, and I sit like King Arthur in Caerleon. 
This is a most quiet, half-ruined village of about 
1500 inhabitants with a little museum of Roman 
tombstones and other things.” From Caerleon 
he made expeditions to Caerphilly, Merthyr 
Tydvil, Raglan; and then we all returned py 
‘Brecon, Gloucester and Salisbury home. With 
the help of local schoolmasters in Wales my 
parents had learned some Welsh, and now read 
together the Hanes Cymru (Welsh History), the 
Mabinogion and Llywarch Hen. 

On Dec. 31st a characteristic letter was sent 
to a stranger who had forwarded a volume of 
verse : 

I have as you desired considered your poem, 
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tod diough 1 miake it a rule to decline passing 
any judgment on poems, I cannot in this instance 
i’errain Imm giving ^ou a word of advice. 

Follow your csdling diligently, for be assured, 
work, far trom being a hardship, is a blessing, 
and if you arc a poet indeed, you will find in it 
a help not a hindrance. You might, if you 
chose, offer these lines to some magazine, but 
you must not be surprised if they are refused, 
for, the poetic gift is so common in these days 
that hundreds must have to endure this dis- 
appointment, and I should not be an honest 
friend if I did not prepare you for that. 

I should by no means reebmmend you to risk 
the publication of a volunalfe Up your own account. 
The publication of verse is almost always attended 
with loss. As an amusement to yourself and your 
friends, the writing it is all very well. Accept 
my good wishes and believe me, 

' Your obedient servant, 

A. Tennyson. 


1857 

Apt .to|ritation was sent in January to Mr. 
and M^^Carlyle. The latter answered : 

5 Chbvnb Road, Chelsea, 
•Xist yanuary ^ 1857. 

My DEAR Mrs. Tennyson, 

You art a darlii^ Etonian to have gone .and 
written to me on “4ke “ vdluntary principle ” such a 



i8s7 LETTER FROM MRS. CARLYLE 

kind little note ! Tou to have been at the trouble td 
loaow that I was ill ! Tou to express r^rtft at 
illness. I feel both surprised and gratified, as if 1 sterd 
an obsolete word that some great Poet (Alfred Tennyson 
for 'example) had taken a notion to look up in the 
Dictionary. 

In London, when one is sick, especially when one 
continues sick for three months, one falls so out of 
•thought ! it is much if even your female friend, in the 
next street, do not weary of you and then forget you ! 
I say female advisedly for, to give the Devil his due, I 
find that men hdd out longer than women agdnst the 
loss of one’s “ power# of pleasing.” 

Now however 1 /t^in to be about: and have no 
longer the pretext of ' illness for straining what Mr. 
Carlyle calk “ the inesdmable privilege of being as ugly 
and stupid and disagreeable as ever one likes ! ” and my 
friends drop in more frequently and sit much longer ! 

The heartiest thanks for your invitation to Fresh- 
water. 

Wouldn’t I like to go and visit you if that man 
would leave his eternal Frederick and come along! nay 
wouldn’t I like to go on my own small basis, if only 
I had the nerve for it, which I have not yet ! He goes 
howhere, sees nobody, only for two hours a day he 
rides, like the wild German Hunter, on a horse he has 
bought, and which seems to like the sort of tlunc;! 
Such a horse ! he (not the horse) never wearies, in the 
intervals of Frederick, of celebrating the Oreatiire’s 
“ good sense, courage and sensibility ! “ Not once,” 

he says, *' has the creature shown the slightest disagree- 
ment from him in any question of Intellect" (more than 
can ^ said of most Imng Bipeds) ! 1 wrote to a relation 
in Scotland, “If this hoNe of Mr. C.’s dies, he will 
certrinly write its bii^raphy,” and that very day he 
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vid to mC) ** My dear, 1 wish I could find out about the 
Keneal^y of that horse of mine ! and some particulars 
>f its lim ! I am banning to feel sure it is a Cockney.” 

Foot I^y Ashbvurton has made notlutig by leaving 
he Grat^ deserted tins vnnter, she has been quite iU 
;ver nnce she went to Nice. 

May 1 ofier my afiectionate regards to your husband ? 
\iui may 1 give yourself a kiss ? 

Yoiurs very truly, 

Jane Welsh Carlyle. 


The two Idylls “ Enid and Nimue,^ the True 
ind the False ’’ were put into print during the 
early summer. 

In June the American translator of Fausty 


Bayard Taylor, stayed at Farringford and was 
full of talk. Among other things he told my 
fiither that the most beautiful sight in the world 
was a Norwegian forest in winter, sheathed in 


ice, the sun rising over it and making the whole 
landscape one rainbow of Hashing diamonds. 

Taylor published the following account of his 
vfisit to us : 


As we drew neu: Freshwater, my coachman pointed 
out Farrin|;ford^ a i^eetful gray country mansion with 
a small thick-erassed park ^fore it, a grove behind, 
and beyond all, a deep shoulder of the chalk downs, a 
aap^ in which, at Freshwater, showed the dark blue* 
horiaon of the Channel. Leaving my luggage at one 
of the two little inns, I walked to the house, with lines 
from “Maud” chinung in my mind.^ “The'dry- 
tongued laurel ” shone glossily in the sun, the .cedar 

^ Now Merlin and Vivien. 
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“sighed for Lebanon” on the lawn, and “the liquid 
azure bloom of a crescent of sea ” glimmered afar. I 
had not been two mihutes in the drawing-room before’ 
Tennyson walked in. So unlike are the published 
portraits of him, that I was almost in doubt as to his 
identity. The engraved heads suggest a moderate 
stature, but he is tait and broad-shouldered as a son of 
Anak, with hur, beard and eyes of southern darkness. 
Something in the lofiy brow and aquiline nose suggests 
Dante, but such a deep mellow chest-voice never could 
have come A'om Italian lungs. He proposed a walk, 
as the day was wonderfully clear and beautiful. We 
climbed the steep comb of the chalk cliff, and slowly 
wandered westward till we reached the Needles, at the 
extremity of the Island and some three or four miles 
from his residence. During the conversation with 
which we beguiled the way, I was struck with the 
variety of his knowledge. Not a little flower on the 
downs, which the sheep had spared, escaped his notice, 
and the geology of the coast, both terrestrial and sub- 
marine, was perfectly familiar to him. I thought of a 
remark I once heard from the lips of a distinguished 
English author [Thackeray], that “ Tennyson was the 
wisest man he knew,” and coizld well believe that he 
was sincere in making it. I shall respect the sancti^ 
of the delightful family circle to which I was admittea, 
and from which I parted the next afternoon with true 
r^ret. Suffice it to say that the poet is not only happy 
in his family relations, but that, with his large and 
liberal nature, his sympathies for what is true and noble 
in humanity, and his depth and tenderness of feeling he 
deseryes to be so. 

July gth. My mother writes in her journal : 
“A. has brought me as a birthday present the 
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first two lines that he has made of * Guinevere ‘ 
.which might be the nucleus of a great poem. 
Arthur is parting fi-om GuineVere and says : 

* But hither shall I never come again. 

Never lie by thy side ; see thee no more : 

Farewell!’” 

yufy 25M. The following letter was received 
from Mr. Ruskin about the edition of the Poems 
illustrated by Dante Gabriel Rossetti, Millais, 
Holman Hunt and others, in which my father 
had taken great interest, having called on most 
of the artists so as to give them his views of 
what the illustrations ought to be. 

Edinburgh, 

July 1857 . 

My dear Sir, 

It is a long time since I have heard from you 
and I do not like the mildew to grow over what little 
memory you may have of me. 

, It is however no excuse for writing to say that I 
wanted to congratulate you on the last edition of yoxir 
poems. Indeed it might be and I hope will be some 
day better managed, still many of the plates are very 
noble things, though not, it seems to me, illustrations 
of your poems. 

I believe in fact that good pictures never can be '; 
th^ are always another poem, subordinate but wholly 
difierent from the poet’s conception, and serve chiefly 
to show the reader how variously the same verses may 
affect various minds. But*these woodcuts will*be of 
much use ip malring people think and puzzle a little ; 
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art was getting quite a matter of form in book-illustra- 
tions, and it does not so much matter whether any 
given vignette is ri^t or not, as whether it contains* 
thought or not, still ftiore whether it contains an^ land 
of ^in facte, If people have no sympathy with St. 
Agnes, or if people as soon as they get a distinct idea 
of 1 living girl who probably got scdded for droppii^ 
her candle-wax about the convent-stairs, and caught 
fiold by looking too long out of the window in her 
bedgown, feel no true sympathy with her, they can 
have no sympathy in them. 

But we P. R. B.s* must do better for you than this 
some : meantime I do congratulate you on “ The 
wind is blowing in turret and tree,” and Rossetti’s Sir 
Galahad and Lady of Shalott, and one or two more. 

Please send me a single line to Denmark Hill, 
Camberwell, and believe me 

Faithfully yours, 

J. Ruskin. 

This summer the tour was to Manchester, 
Coniston, Inverary Castle, and Carstairs (the 
home of my father’s college friend Monteith^. 
On this journey he read aloud Tom Brown*s 
School-Days to my mother, enjoying it thoroughly. 

When at Manchester my parents heard 
Dickens recite his Christmas Carol. 

A visit was made to the Exhibition held 
there, and much time spent in studying Holman 
Hunt’s pictures, the Turner sketches, Mulready’s 
drawings, and various fine Gainsboroughs and 
Reynolds. 

1 Pre-Raphaelite Brothers. 
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Hawthorne was in the same room, and my 
&ther afterwards expressed great regret that he 
had not been introduced to the author of 
Scarlet Letter. Hawthorne wrote: “Gazing at 
him with all my eyes I liked him ^ell, and 
rejoiced more in him than in all the won 4 li|||l >pf 
the Exhibition,” 

After the tour Mrs. Browning wrdi^ tn 
enquire after his health : 

Alla Villa Toscana, 

Bagni di Lucca, 
September 6 thy 1857. 

My dear Mrs. Tennyson, 

We see in the Galignani that Mr. Tennyson 
is not well, by the side of threats of fall of our Indian 
empire and other disasters ; and it disquiets us to the 
point that I must write to ask you whether it is true or 
not and how far ? The trade of newspapers is to blow 
bubbles, and a little breath more or less determines the 
size of the bubble. 

May this be a mere bubble! write one word to 
say so. Oh may you be able to smile at my question 
from over the sea I 

But rwnember we have lost our friend, your brother 
Frederick, ftom whom we could always hear about you I 
He has devastated our Florenra for us by going to live 
at Pisa ; and npw he is farther off still, at Genoa, while, 
we are mountain-locked here with no news from any- 
body. 

The spring and summer have been heavy to me from 
a family grief/ but we three are well, thank God, living 


* Death of her father. 
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quietly in the shade dll the sun diall have done his 
worst and best alas! in this beautiful Italy. little 
B^ni^ is very happy, gossiping with the Contadini*, 
^ong whom he pa^ for im Vero Fiorentino, though 
fitlks English inside the house as fast as Italian out 
^ It. I hope that one day he may know your boys. 
H^^torry I was to leave England last year without 
seeing them or you, or “ King Arthur ” ! 

• 1% husband made me envious by the advantage he 

had over me in having listened to a certdn exquisite 
music of which I could only dream. 

Just before we left Florence to come hither, we saw 
your brother Frederick who went there for a day or 
two. We thought we never saw him looking so well. 
It was provoking to hear, very provoking ; but he main- 
tained that he slept at Pisa as he never could at Florence. 
I was very cross, and inclined to retort that at Pisa one 
slept by day as well as by night, the place was so dull. 
Think of our loss having to lose him ! 

Dear Mrs. Tennyson, will you send me just a few 
words ? Really we are anxious. Being in all affection 
to both of you, his and yours, 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
& R. B. 

A letter came about this time from Colonel 
Phipps, saying that the Queen desired that a 
stanza should be added to God save the §lueen for 
•a concert to be given at Buckingham Palace on 
the evening of the Princess Royal’s wedding-day. 
These two stanzas were sent in answer, and 
published in the Timesy January 26th, 1858 : 


I Familiar name of their son. 
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God bless oiiD’.Pmiice and Bri^ 1 
God kcipp their lands allied, 

God a|yc the Queen ! 

Clothe them with righteousness, 

Crown them with happiness. 

Them widi all blessings bless, 

God sslVO the Queen. 

Fair fall this hallo w*d hour, 

Farewell our England’s flower, 

God ^ave the Queen ! 

Farewell, fair rose of May ! 

Let both the peoples say, 

God bless thy marriage-day, 

God bless the Queen. 


For the last few months the Indian Mutiny 
had excited the profoundest interest throughout 
the country, and on Christmas Day the account 
of the relief of Lucknow arrived. Havelock’s 
death, which had occurred on Nov. 25th, was 
not then known. When this sad news came, 
ihjr lather wrote the following lines : 

Havelock, Nov, 25M, 1857. {Unpublished) 

Bold Havelock march’d. 

Many a mile went he. 

Every mile a^battle. 

Every battle a victory. 
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Bol 4 Havelock march’d, 

Chargii^ with his gallant few. 

Ten men fought a thousand. 

Slew them and overthrew. 

Bold Havefock march’d. 

Wrought with his hand and his head. 
March’d and thought and fought. 
March’d and fought himself dead. 

Bold Havelock died. 

Tender and great and good. 

And every man in Britain 

Says “ I am of Havelock’s blood ! ” 


1858 

In January “The Parting of Arthur and 
Guinevere ” was finished and my mother records 
her first impression — “ It is awe-inspiring.” On 
March 5th the entry in her journal is : “ To- 
day he has written his song of ‘Too Lattf,’ 
and has said it to me”; and on March 15th, 
“ ‘ Guinevere ’ is finally completed.” 

My father then occasionally wrote in his new 
sununer- house looking towards the down and 
the sea ; and on the windows of which he was 
painting marvellous dragons and sea-serpents. 
“Oije day” (she says), “while writing his 
‘ Guinevere,’ A. spoke of ‘ the want of reverence 
now-a-days for great men, whose brightness, like 
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thal^ of the luminous bo^es in the Heaven, 
makes the dark spaces look the darker.’ ” 

At this time he sent a letter to Dr. Mann in 
Natal : . . ' 

Our winter has been the mildest I have ever 
known. I read of ripe pomegranates hanging 
on a houseside at Bath, and I myself counted 
scores of our wild sununer roses on a hedge near,* 
flourishing in December and lasting on into 
January, tho* now gone, for the temperature has 
changed. They were perfectly fragraftt, and I 
brought home a bouqUet of them and put them 
in water. You ask after the farm ? I cannot 
say that ♦ * is going on satisfactorily, very 
niggard of manure in the fields and ever doing 
his best to reave me of my rent by working at 
little odd jobs as a set off, so that at the end of 
the year, all things deducted, I get almost 
nothing. I am now building a little summer- 
house to catch the southern sun in Maiden’s 
Croft, if you remember what field that is. I 
shall sit there and bask in the sunbeams and 
think of you far south. How I should love to 
rove about that parklike scenery of which you 
give such a fascinating account ! 

Yours ever, A. Tennyson. 

P.S. I may tell you however that young 
Swinburne called here the other day with a 
college ftiend of his, tmd yve asked him to dinner, 
and I thought him a very modest and intelligent 
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young fellow. Moreover I read him what you 
vindicated,* but what I particularly admired in 
him was that he did not press upon me any verses 
of. his own. Good-bye. How desolate No. 7 
B. T. must feel itself ! 

Several friends urged the immediate publica- 
tion of the newly -written Idylls, among them 
Jowett, who says : 

I have great pleasure in sending some books which 
I hope you will accept, the best books in the world 
(except the Bible), Homer and Plato. 

1 take the opportunity also of enclosing Lempriere’s 
Dictionary* The price is is. 6d. The bookseller 
valued it so little that he offered to give me the book. 
I have added two or three other boolu which I thought 
you nught like to see, the translation of the Vedas as 
a specimen of the oldest thing in the wm’ld, H<^el’s 
Philosophy of History, which is just “the increasing 
purpose that through the ages runs” buried under a 
heap of categories. If you care to look at it vdll you 
turn to the pages I have marked at the b^inning ? • It 
is a favourite book of mine. I do not feel certain of 
the impression it will make on any one else. 

I ;dsQ send you the latest and best work on Mytho- 
l(^y, and Bunsen’s new Bibelbuch, which, from the 
little 1 have read, seems to be an interesting and valu- 
able introduction to Scripture. What a cartload of 
heavy literature ! Do not trouble yourself to read ot to 
send it back to me : I will carry it away some day myself. 

1 Later Swinburne writes : ‘ Mjiud ’ is the poem of the deepest 

charm and fullest delight, pathos and melody ever written, even by 
Mr.' Tennyson.” 
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I 1 have no news to tell you, and “ the art of 
le^eiv-writing ” Dr. Johnson says “consists solely in 
telling news. 

May I say a word about “ mosquitoes”? ^ Any one 
who cares about you is deeply annoyed that you are 
deterred by them from writing or publishing. The 
feeling grows and brings in after years the still more 
painfm and deeper feeling that they have prevented 
you from putting out half your powers. Nothing is so 
likely to lead to misrepresentationi Persons don’t 
understand that sensitiveness is often combined with 
real manliness m well as great intellectual gifts, and they 
r^ard it as a sign of fear and weakness. 

A certain man on a particular day has his stomach 
out of order ahd the stomach “ getteth him up into the 
brmn,” and he calls another man “morbid.^’ He is 
morbid himself and wants soothing words, and the 
whole world is morbid with dissecting and analysing 
itself and’wants to be comforted and put together ag^n. 
Might not this be the poet’s office, to utter the “ better 
voice ” while Thackeray is uttering the worse one ? I 
don’t mean to blame Thackeray, for I desire to take the 
world as it is in this present age, crammed with self- 
coitsdt>usness, and no doubt Thackeray’s views are of 
some value in the difvction of anti-humbug. 

But there is another note needed afterwards to show 
the good side of human nature and to condone its 
frailties which Thackeray will never strike. That note 
would be most thankfully received by the better part of 
the world. 

Give my love to Hallam and Lionel. Tell Hallam 
1 have put his letter “where I can always see it, ’’.and 
that I read every day about “ Louise.” 

^ Spiteful critics. 
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No more^ about “ mosquitoes,” I have bored you 
enough. With most kind regards to Mrs. Tennyson, 

Ever yours truly, 

B. JOWBTT. 

At this time Lord DufFerin wrote from High- 
gate, with a copy of his Letters from High 
latitudes. 

My dear Mr. Tennyson, 

I am going to do a very bold thing, but in 
asking you to accept the accompanying book I hope 
you will consider I am only obeying an impulse I have 
felt for many many years, but to which until now I 
have never had any excuse for giving way. 

For the first 20 years of my life I not only did not 
care for poetry, but to the despair of my friends 
absolutely disliked it, at least so much of it as until 
that time had fallen in my way. In vain my mother 
read to me Dryden, Pope, Byron, Young, Cowper and 
all the standard classics of the day, each seemed to me 
as distasteful as I had from early infancy found Virgil : 
and I shall never forget her dismay when at a litesary 
dinner I was cross-examined as to my tastes, and 
blushingly confessed before an Olympus of poets that I 
rather disliked poetry than otherwise. 

Soon afterwards however I fell in with a volume of 
yours, and suddenly felt such a sensation of delight as I 
never experienced before. A new world seemed open 
to me, and from that day, by a constant study of your 
works, I gradually worked my way to a thorough 
appreciation of what is good in all kinds of au^ors. 

Naturally enough I kouid not help feeling very 
grateful to the Orpheus whose music had made the 
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gate 0 i pqet-land fly open, uid for years I long[ed to 
mal^i ypm acduuntance. Now that | have doni so I 
CiUUKtf hdp Vising to nuUce you a little thahk-omring 
as a l^en pf my sense of what I owe to you,, and how- 
ever in^^iflcant, I trust you vnll accept it as being the 
best and only thing 1 have to give. 

Ever yours sincerely, DunriaiN. 

A'j^il %th. Professor Tyndall, Mr. Newman 
and Mr. Dicey called : my father said of 
Typdall : “ He is such a good fellow, so unscorn- 
ful and genial, so full of imagination and of 
enthiSSiasm for his work ! ” 

In July we stayed at Little Holland House, 
Kensington, with tne Prinseps : and here my flither 
began “ The Fair Maid of Astolat ” (“ Lancelot 
arid Elaine”), and read aloud “The Grandmother.” 

Watts was at work on what his friends called 
“ the great moonlight portrait ” of the Bard. 

It was then that my father met Ruskin again. 
A voice from the comer of the room exclaimed ; 
“Jpnes, you are gigantic.” This was Ruskin 
apostrophizing Burne Jones as an artist. 

From Little Holland House my father started 
on a trip to Norway, and he wrote in his Letter- 
Diary 

Started from Hull on July Z3rd. Saw E. on 
board the little New Holland Steamer, and 
Waved my handkerchief as both our boats were 
moving off : watched ^hQ two lights of Sopm 
Point till they became one star and then faded 
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away."' Next day very fine but in the night 
towards npiorning storm arose and our tofunast 
was brokeh off. I stood next morning a long 
time by the cabin door and watched the green 
sea looking like a mountainous country, off 
wavce w|th foam at the top looking like snowy 
mbuntaina bounding the scene ; one great wave, 
0 green -shining, past with all its crests smoking 
high np beside the vessel.* As I stood there 
came a. sudden hurricane and roared drearily in 
the funnel for twenty seconds and past away. 

Christiansand. Went up into the town and 
saw the wooden houses. 

August \st. Christiania. Magnificent seas 
on the way here. At Christiansand called on a 
Mr. March, and the Frau March gave me a 
splendid bouquet of flowers : arrived here at 6 
this afternoon. I write this at the house of Mr. 
Crowe, consul, looking over the Sound— very 
pretty in the evening light. Am not quite 
certain whether I shall join Barrett and the other. 

August 2nd. Christiania. I let Barrett and 
Tweedie go by themselves to Bergen. I am 

1 They couch’d their speers and prick’d their steed*, and thus, 
Their plumes driv’n backward by the wind they made 
In moving, *11 together down upon him 
Bare, as a wild wave in the wide North-sea, 

Green-glimmering toward the summit, bem, with all 
Its stormy crests diat smoke against the skies, 

«Down on a bark, and overbears the bark, 

And him that helms it, so ^ey overbore 
Sir Lancelot and his charger. * 
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starting to-cky to see the Riukan Foss with Mr. 
Woodndl, a vftry quiet sensible man, and we shall 
t^<; our titne. I have had great kindness from 
the Crhwcs. Yesterday a Norwegian introduced 
himself at the hotel, and began to spout my own 
verses to me ; and I likewise rather to my annoy- 
ance found myself set down in the Christiania 
papers as “ Den beromte engelske Digtcr.” , 

1 have seen the Riukan Foss. Magnificent 
power of water ; weird blue light behind the fall. 

On his return the Frederick Maurices visited 
us at Farringford. Mr. Maurice read family 
prayers in the morning, and my mother notes : 
“ A. rejoiced as much as I did in his reading — 

‘ the most earnest and holiest reading,* A. said, 

‘ he had ever heard.’ ” 

In the evenings my father recited his new 
poems “The Grandmother” and “Sea Dreams,”^ 
saying that the rascal in “ Sea Dreams ” was 
drawn from a man who had grossly cheated him 
in' early life. Mr. Maurice was charmed with • 
the place : 

Groves of pine on either hand, 

To break the blast of winter, stand ; 

And further on, the hoary Channel 
Tumbles a billow on chalk and sand. 

If his doctrine had been somewhat more 
within ordinary comp{;ehpnsion, my father was 

^ First published in Matn^Utaift M^tgazitte, Jan. i860. 
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of opinion that he would have taken his place as 
foremost thinker among the Churchmen of our. 
time^ Consequently the following dedication of 
Maurice’s Theolo^al Essays gave him great 
pleasure. 

My dear Sir, 

I have maintained in these Essays that a 
Trheology #hich does not correspond to the deepest 
thoughts and feelings of human beings cannot be a true 
Theology. Your writings have taught me to enter into 
many of these thoughts and feelings. Will you forgive 
me the presumption of offering you a book which at 
least acknowledges them and does them hom^e ? 

As the hopes which I have expressed in this volume 
are more likely to be fulfilled to our children than to 
ourselves, I might perhaps ask you to accept it as a 
present to one of your name, in whom you have given 
me a very sacred interest.* Many years, I trust, 
elapse, before he knows that there are any controversies 
in the world into which he has entered. Would to 
God that in a few more he may find that they have 
ceased ! At all events, if he should look into these 
Essays, they may tell him what meaning some of thb 
former generation attached to words, which will be 
lamiliar and dear to his generation, and to those that 
follow his, how there were some who longed that the 
bells of our churches might indeed 

lUng out the darkness of the land, 

Ring in the Christ that is to be. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, 

Yours very truly and gratefully, 

* • F. D. Maurice. 

I See p. 167. 
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Two ideas which Mcurice ' c^iprcesed my 
.j^^er would quote with approhatiou, that the 
**real Hdll was the absence of God from the 
humah soul, and that all religions seemed to 
him to be imperfect manifestations of the true 
Christianity.” 

1 remember too his reading with admiration 
this passage from Maurice’s Friendship of Books*. 
“ If 1 do not give you extracts from any of 
Milton’s specially controversial writings, it is 
not thaitii^ wish to pass them over because the 
conclusidiiS in them are often directly opposed to 
mine, for I think that I have learnt most from 
those that are so.” 

Oct. 4/4. “ To-day,” my mother says, “ A. 

took a volume of the Morte d Arthur and read a 
noble passage about the battle with the Romans. 
He went to meet Mr. and Mrs. Roebuck at 
dinner at Swainston : and the comet was grand, 
with Arcturus shining brightly over the nucleus. 
At dinner he said he must leave the table to look 
at it and they all followed. They saw Arcturus 
seemingly dance as if mad ^ when it passed out of 
the comet’s tail. He said of the comet’s tail, * It 
is like a besom of destruction sweeping the sky.’ ” 
When he returned next night he ** observed the 
comet from his platform,* and, when he came 
down to tea, read some Paradise Lost.** 

1 Alluded to in « Harold.” 

> The platfarm on the top of the house was a favourite place 
with him at night, and there he continually observed the stars. 

z 66 



i 85« %l|3PiES from jowett 

Oct. lie read aloud “The Rape of the 

Lock,” apid' ifoted the marvellous skill of many 
of the couplets. 

iJowmoer. My; father writes : “ I have just 
seen Ruskin ; he ^ys that the Signor’s (G. F. 
Watts’) portrait of me is the grandest thing he 
has seen in that line, but so he said of (Woolner’s) 
hust.”^ 

During these last months of the year he was 
full of the Queen’s wise proclamation to India 
after the transference of the government from the 
Company to the Crown. The Indian Mutiny 
had stirred him to the depths. 

Letters from the Rev. B. fowett 

Dtc. 1858. 

Dear Mrs. Tennyson, 

We shall long remember your kind hospitality, 
which made the Easter Vacation a very happy time to us. 

You asked me whether I could suggest any subjects 
for poetry. I have been so presumptuous as to think 
of some. I don’t believe that poetical feeli^s andT 
imagery on subjects can ever be exhausted. That is 
only a fancy which comes over us when our minds are 
dry or in moments of depression. This generation is 
certainly more poetical and imaginative than the last, 
and perhaps in spite of the critics the next may be more 
poetical than our own. 

And as to the critics their power is not really great. 
Waggonr-loads of them are lighting fires every week or 
on their way to the grocers. ^ ^ 

* Now in the Library of Trinity College, Cambridge. 
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I often fancy that the critical form of modern litera- 
ture is like the rhetorical one which ovo-hud ancient 
literature and will be regarded as that is, at its true worth 
in after times. One drop of natural feeling in poetry or 
the true statement of a single new fact is already felt to 
be of more value than all ue critics put together. 

I suggested “ old age ” to Mr. Tennyson, a sort of 
** In Memoriam ” over a lost child, wandering in soothing 
strains over all the thoughts and feelings of the aged. 
It always seems to me that “ old age ” has been badly 
treated by poets notwithstanding Biims’ beautiful ballad. 
Its beauty, its sadness, its peace, its faded experience of 
life are good elements of poetry. An old lady once 
said to me qii&te simply, “ The spirits of my cmldren 
always seem ^ hover about me.” ^ Might not some- 
i^bing of the kind be expressed in verse ? If it could, 
lik# “ The May Queen,” it would touch the chords of 
ma^ hearts. 

The 2 Sam. xix. 34, 35 is to me a very affecting 
PffMge. 

I wish Mr. Tennyson could be persuaded to put the 
“ Dogma of Immortality ” to verse, not the fanciful 
ho^ of Immortality from “ recollections of childhood,” 
nor the conceptions of a future life derived from the 
imagery of Scripture such as are common in devotional 
poetry, but an heroic . measure suited to manly minds 
embodpng the deep ethical feeling which convinces us 
that the end of the Maker though dark is not here. 
I believe such a poem might be a possession for the 
world and better (what a oathos !) than ten thousand 
sermons. 

Subjects like blackberries seem to me capajble of 

^ My father had heard thfc trying before, and it was the'germ of 
“ The Grandmother." 
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being gathered ofF every hedge. (That shows the 
folly of svMgesting what anybody can W for themselves , 
anywhere.) I do not see why the Greek Mythology * 
might not be the subject of a p^m ; not Wordsworth’s 
“ Lively Grecian,” but such as it is in the philosophical 
idea of it as the twilight of the human mind, which 
lingers still among forma of sense and is unable to 
pierce them. 

• Have not many sciences such as Astronomy or 
Geology a side of feeling which is poetry? No aght 
touches ordinary persons so much as a starlight night. 

I think you once said to me that “Whole philo- 
sophies might be contaned in a line of verse.” Is it 
not true also that whole periods of history, seen by the 
light of modern ideas, admit of being described in 
short passages of poetry? Representative men such as 
Charlemagne or Hildebrand seem to me safer than 
•the shadowy personages of the legends of romance. 
The Coronation of Charlemagne, and the scene of 
Hildebrand and the Emperor might help to form the 
situation. New friends or foes with old faces might 
occasionally peep out. 

A representative from one of the Monastic orders 
similar in idea to St. Simeon Stylites and to be called St, 
Francis of Assisi, more Christian and less barbarous, 
would perhaps be possible. 

Painters like to teach new lessons in nature. The 
successive phases of the human mind in different ages 
are subjects for poetry even more than for philosophy. 
Might not the poet teach many lessons of that sort, 
not in the aesthetical, artistic manner of Goethe but 
with simpler English poetic feeling ? 

Now I have sud enough foolish things and will 
conclude. You \nll do me* a great favour if you 
will let me know of any books that I can send Mr. 
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Tennyson whidi you tlunk may be useful 6r suggestive. 

^ Almost anytMiHg can be got here, or if you will tell me 
" the subjects, I can find the books. 

X hold most strongly that it is the duty of every one 
who has the good fortune to know a man of genius, to 
do uiy trifling service they can to lighten his work. 

I will write to Mr. Tennyson in a few days. 
Remember me to him and 

Believe me most truly yours, 

B. JOWETT. 

Ball. Coll. 

Dec. 12/A, 1858. 

Dear Mrs. Tennyson, 

1 cannot but feel greatly ashamed of my 
ii^;ratitude and disrespect in not having answered your 
last kind letter which gave me great pleasure at the 
dme I received it. I believe that ingratitude is not the < 
real cause (for that I could not possibly feel) but 
inveterate indolence about certun things, among which 
I fear come some of the duties of friendship. 

You return me good for evil by sending me the 
two sweet letters of the children ; which I recognize as 
most genuine productions. Give my love to the two 
little birds.” Lionel’s epistle especially is just *a 
picture of a child’s nund. 

I hope Mr. Tennyson is well and has good success 
in his great work.^ Authors great and sm^ have 
some trials in common and some joys when a “ book is 
born into the world.” 

I think I have read somewhere a description of 
Burns’ wife and child coming to meet him when he was 
in a sort of ecstasy, **with the tears rolling do^ his 
cheeks,” writing “Tam.%^ Shanter” at the side of a 

» The “fdyllt of the King.” 
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stream. . That must be a great alleviation. I am sure 
it is only success (in the higher sense) and not reagna> 
tion or j^osophy that can make an author happy. * 
I do not doubt that the world will be charmed with 
the •“Arthur Idylls.” ^ No malice will be able to 
prevent people from seeing that they are most beautify 
poems. I have more heutation (shall I go on ?) about 
the other poem reacting the clerk and wire,* and 
(ould wish that the fortunes of it were tried alone so as 
not to interfere with the good-unll towards “ Arthxir.” 

The scene and the satirical passage appear to me 
the doubtful points. It seems to me quite as fine as 
the “ Idylls,” but I speak with reference to its effect 
on the public. 

You told me that I might suggest to you any 
subjects that I dreamed of. Did I mention “Jupiter 
Olympius,” the statue of Phidias ? The subject could 
partly be the Olympic games and the interest the 
Classical Greek feeling of the poem. But now I want 
to suggest something that would “ express the thoughts 
of many hearts,” which I must always think to be the 
highest excellence of poetry, and afford a solace where 
it is much needed. The subject I mean is “ In 
Memoriam ” for the dead in India. It might be done 
so as to include some scenes of Cawnpore and Luck- 
now ; or quite amply and slightly, “ Relatives in 
India,” the scheiMngs and hopings and imagini^ 
about them, and the fatal missive suddenly announcit^ 
th^ death. They leave xis in the fairness and innocence 
of youth, with nothing but the vision of their childhood 
and boyhood to look wck upon, and return no more.^ 
Perhaps you know what sets my thoughts uTOn this, 
the dtath ot my dear brother, the second who has died 
in India. It matters nothj^ to the world, for they 

> “ Sea Drealns.” 
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ha4.n«vei^ tlw cfi|K»tuntty of distinguish^- 
but it great deal to me. They^Wi^ <|(^ 

'good ditiflitett^t^ fellows, most unselfish in their ni^tiys, 
Sind as gratelf^ to me for what I did for them when 
they were boy^ if it had been yesterday. I like to 
thi^ of them in the days of their youth busying 
themselves with engineering which was their great 
apat^ment. They were wonderfully attached to each 
other. The younger one especially, who died fir^ 
about five years ago, was one or the sweetest dispositions 
J ever knew. 

If I did not venture to look upon you and Mr. 
Tennyson as something like friends, I should not 
venture to trouble you with this sorrow about persons 
whom you have never seen or heard of. 

.1 hope to have the pleasure of coming to see you 
^bout the 6th or yth of January for a few days. But 
i could come at any other time if more convenient. 

Ever truly yours, B. Jowett. 

1859 

The sudden death of Henry Hallam was a 
great grief to my fath^sr, for , the historian had 
been: a good friend through iitirty years. On 
hearing pf Mr. Hallam’s la8|.y||n|i|^ read some 
^ In Memoriam ” aloud and^^<|lt on those 
pas^ges which most moved him: Generally 
Vi/fien he was asked to read the poem he would 
• “ I* breaks me down, I cannot.” 
Id Jt&e sjpiilig of the year the four “ Idylls qf the 
■||n^r5*^Enid/’ “Viviefl,” “Elaine,” “Guine- 
l^e, were prepared ^ publication. ‘ 
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? »* B^adicea “ was also written, the metre 
“an echo of the metre in the ‘Atys’ of. 
Catullus ” ; ^ he wished that it were musically 
annotated so that it might be read with proper 
quantity and force. 

“ Riflemen, Form ! ” appeared in May in the 
Times after the outbreak of war between France, 
Piedmont, and Austria ; when more than one 
power seemed to be prepared to take the offensive 
against England ; and it rang like a trumpet-call 
through the length and breadth of the Empire. 
It so happened that three days later an order from 
the War Office came out, approving of the forma- 
tion of Volunteer rifle corps. To Colonel Richards, 
who was one of the prominent promoters of the 
movement, my father wrote : “ I must heartily 
congratulate you on your having been able to do 
so much for your country ; and I hope that you 
will not cease from your labours until it is the law 
of the land that every male child in it shall be 
trained to the use of urms,” On the same da^ 
that “Riflemen, Forml” was forwarded for 
publication, the proofs of the last “Idyll” 

(“ Elaine ”)^«|ii&nally corrected for press.* 

" ■ 

1 A. T. MS. 

* Mr. Coventry l^atmore wrote to my father in May 1859 J **** 
will please you to hear that * Jliflcmen, Form I ^ is being respondipd 
to. V hear that four hundred clerks of the War Office alone 
have at once answered to the Government invitatipn, and on my 
proposing thitt our departme^nc should send a codtingent^ almost 
every man in the place put his naine down, although a large cost 
will be incurred and we are nearlyiall poor. |f things through 
the country at that rate, there never Wll be an invasion.* 
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He m^e too a song for sailors : 

yuck Tar. {Unpublished) 

They sty some foreign powers have laid their 
he^os together 

To break the pride of Britain, and bring her 
on her knees. 

There’s a treaty, so they tell us, of some dis- 
. honest fellows 

To break the noble pride -of the Mistress of 
the Seas. 

Up, Jack Tars, and save us ! 

The whole world shall not brave us ! 

Up and save the pride of the Mistress of 
the Seas ! 


We quarrel here at home, and they plot against 
us yonder. 

They will not let an honest Briton sit at home 
at ease : 

Up, Jack Tars, my hearties ! ahd the d — 1 take 
the parties ! 

Up and save the pride of the Mistress of the 
Seas ! 

Up, Jack Tars, and save us ! 

The whole world shall not brave us.! 

Up and save the pride of the Mistr^s of 
the Seas ! 
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The lasses and the little ones. Jack Tars, they 
look to you ! 

The despots over yonder, let ’em do whate’er 
. they please ! 

God bless the litde isle where a man may still 
be true ! 

God bless the noble isle that is Mistress of the 
Seas ! 

Up, Jack Tars, and save us ! 

The whole world shall not brave us ! 

If will save the pride of the Mistress 
of the Seas. 

In Once a Week^ July i6th, was published 
“ The Grandmother’s Apology ” with a beautiful 
* illustration by Millais. 

With a view to some new “Idylls of the 
King” my father was studying “Pelleas and 
Ettarre ” and “ La belle Isoude ” ; and, after 
working at those already in print, went for a 
holiday in August with Mr. Palgrave to Portugal. 


My father's Utter-diary . Journey to Portugal 
•with F. T, Palgrave and F. C. Grovel 

August 1 6/4. Radley’s Hotel, Southamjpton. 
Have been over the Vectis, the name of the 
vesa^ not Tagus, Tagus being repaired, or 
runoilig alternately with the Vectis. She is vefy 

* Eldest SMI of Judge Sir W. Grove. 
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prettily got lip and painti^^ aiid apparently 
•scrupulously clean. BrookdbM^ keeps up my 
s|M^s by wonderful tales, puns, etc. I find that 
neither Palgrave nor Grove wants to move 
ekeept as I will and they are quite content to 
remain at Cintra. 

August lyth. Have passed a night somewhat 
broken by railway whistles. 

[This — ^vn’ites Palgrave — ^was Tenn)rson’8 second voyage 
for as 1 know) of more than Channel length. It was strange, 
that sensation of the little moving island, the vessel which was 
iH'idging ifbr us the ocean between England and Iberia : like 
a world hung in space,” as Tennyson called it. Tennyson’s 
flow and fertility in anecdote, such as I have elsewhere tried to 
sketch it, was wonderful. 

No need to dwell on the few incidents which broke the 
pleasant monotony of the voyage : porpoises plunging and re- 
appearing round the ship, like black wheels ploughing the gray- 
blue waters : small whales spouting their fountains on the near 
horizon : the meridian observations ; the rocks of Ushant : the 
beacon light on Finisterre : I name them only because of the 
vivid interest with which they were studied by Tennyson. 
But we desired nothing better than the far niente of those 
cloudless days. Presently, however, that craving for “the 
palms and temples of the South ” which he was never to gratify, 
fell upon Tennyson j and he began to long in vain to push 
onwa^ to Teneriffe.} 

August 2IJ/. Braganza Hotel, Lisbon. Just 
arrived at Lisbon and settled at the Braganza 
Hotel after a very prosperous voyage tho’ with a 

^ Brookfield had come to see his friends off from Southampton. 
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good deal of roUii^. We merely touched at 
Vigo which loo^pd fruitful, rolled up in a hot 
mist, and saw Oporto from the sea, looking very 
white in a fat poit-wine country. It is here just 
as hot as one woitld wish it to be but not at all 
too hot. There was a vast deal of mist and fog 
all along the coast as we came. Lisbon 1 have 
not yet seen except from the sea, and it does not 
equal expectation as far as seen.' Palgrave and 
Grove have been helpful and pleasant companions, 
and so far all has gone well. We shall go to 
Cintra either to-morrow or next day. It is said 
to be Lisbon’s Richmond and rather cockney tho* 
high and cool. The man who is landlord here 
is English and an Englishman keeps the hotel at 
> Cintra. I hope with good hope that I shall not 
be pestered with the plagues of Egypt. I cannot 
say whether we shall stick at Cintra or go 
further on. Brookfield gave a good account of 
the cleanliness of Seville. 

August zyd. Cintra. We drove over Lisbon 
yesterday in a blazing heat and saw the Church 
of St. Vincent, and the Botanical Gardens where 
palms and prickly pears and huge cactuses were 
growing, and enormous oleanders covered all 
over with the richest red blossom, and I thought 
of our poor one at Farringford that won t blossom. 
There were two strange barbaric statues at the 
gate, of the garden, which were dug up on the 
top of a hill in Portugal : some call them 

^ Except the conventVshepel at Belem. 
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but 
among 
on here ; 
, and tbe < 5 »untry dry, 
teresting. Cintra dis- 
sigbt, and )^perhaps will 
, ^o* tp tauthern eyes 
its farter green gfOlpBS^ in contrast to the 
barren look of the landscape, it must 
k lovely. I climbed with Grove to the 
l^ba, sfvlldoorish^ooking castle on the top of the 
Vdiich is bein^ repaired, and which has 
i^ateways fronted witb tiles in pattern ; these 
gates Irok like those, in the illustrated Arabian 
of Lane.^ 

^ At^ust 2.tth, It is, I think, now decided that 
we are tp gP'pn to Cadiz and Seville on the 2 nd, 
and then to G|br^tar and possibly to Tangiers, 
j^Bfibly t€>vf|p^^ end Granada. The King’s 
Cb^niberialb HilT^i^und me out by my name ; 
his name> is thp’^^arquis of Figueros or some 
suph i^ipd; . and yesterday even the Duke of 
Si^danba^ came into the satle h manger , described 
himself as ** hai|p^fought under the great Duke, 
and having two and forty combats and 

successful in aHpIpliaVing married two English 
Wives, both perh^t women,” etc., and ended 
With seizing my thind imd crying out **Who 

!!nieii. t)kcy WiollSilWWs Boy of Applet. 


does ' ijaureate f . :1 am 

the continue pret^ well 

excepf^P^^^^HIli^!$‘'^' lihe the place' inudi 
better ;:^ A visit to- Santarem 

(the city of enjoyed. 

[The kadf proved z lfl|li||rtnth of narrow and 
streets, though lM»:e s|to were n^ny large ecclesiastical bid^ 
Ings, ending in I vasi ruined cal^ which from an imnfimM 
height commanded river vdttey. Here yw two (for’Our 
pleasant comrade had now left us) sat long, and l^earit us saw 
miles on miles of level land, forest and vineyard, dottdft Widi 
unknown villages, and lighted up by the long curves of the 
Tagus. This undoubtedly is one of the great "panoramic 
landscapes of Eurt^ and 1 suppose the least visited. Nearer 
the city, thorny lines of glaucous sdoe, 6ere and there thrhwing 
out lofty flower-*stems, ran up the hiU-sides planted with 
olive-trees, beneath which the suri now cast down lortg separate 
shadows, arid illuminated the Tagus flowing right beloW our 
eyes between wide tawny sandbanks to the deepest fidd of its 
green and sinuous channel.^] 

Sept. 2«</. Lisbon. The . heat and the fliw 
and the fleas and one thing pr another hayc 
•decided us to return by the boat to Southampton 
which starts from this place on the 7^' We 
propose on arriving at Southampton to paw 
on to Lyndhurst to spend two or three days m 
the Forest. 

[Our visit, we gradually found, wlltm » tne most favour- 
able season: the fields browned and burnt by heat, the 
mosquitoes afllicting. Against the latter, Tennyson had 

t Vtlgtuk MSa . 
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vent (first contrived, I 
n Asia A^nor, during the 
ni(jht>ttnie)*: a sbpl^fisn^ *a hui# ba^ ending in 
a muslin canopjrj;:ii^ch ^ dist^el by a cane drcle, and 
hung upwai^ to accoOuno^tfeh^d and shoulders, from a* nail 
which I tdd^ rile fieedom to rW into his bedroom wall. Into 
riiis^ shelfor the o^icupant crept by a narrow sheet-funnel, which 
he closed 1^ tnfisting $ and once in, he was unable to light a 
mMdi outside 'fi>r fear lest the action should set the muslin oi^ 
fire* Hence oiiyt night Tennyson, able to command the bell, 
summoned I brought him in through my (con- 

^ tSL V — a light } and the man’s terror at the 

;t ghost, looking spectral within its white 
htful. He almost ran off. But I think that 
^i^ence Tennyson abandoned the tent and took 
pretending to wish that he had a little baby 
in as a^ whiter and more tempting morsel to the 

insBjSl/w 

More serious than the mosqiiito was the sun. This so 
wrought upon and disturbed Tennyson, in a manner with 
which many English travellers to Italy during the heat will be 
unpleasantly Amiliar, th^t he now began gravely to talk about 
leaving his bones by the side of the great novelist Fielding, 
who died and was buried at Lisbon in 1754.^] 




Se/f. 1 3M. Southampton. Arrived, and going 
on tp-ihorrow to Lyndhurst, where I shall stop 
two or three days, then I am going on to 
Cambridge with Falgrave from a longing desire 
that I have to be there once more. 

Crown Hotel, Lyndhurst. Palgrave has been 
as kind to me as a brother, and far more useful 
than a valet oi* eburier, doing everything. His 

* Pal^ve MS. 
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father is away at %>a, he Q^aHtg^yt) is horrified 
at being alotte. I gave him fijjsmet^.of his bang 
with me, till his father raurnll and I do not 
therefore like to Ifeave him. 

Sept. 2oth. 0 |mbridge. I have been spend- 
ing the evening with my old tobacconist in 
whose house I used to lodge, and to-morrow I 
,am to dine with Macmillan. I admire Jesus 
Chapel which is more like a Chut:ch than a 
Chapel. 

[Palgravc writes : Cambridge was in Lpl^ but 

Munro, the great Latin scholar, and W. G. Cfeurk, ^ 
ing and gay, and unforeseeing the shadow destined* ^ edjjwe 
his later days, feasted us ; welcoming Tennyson ^gain 
back to Trinity. He showed me, p^hos of 

memories distant and deafy Arthur HallamV the 

‘‘ Backs,” to which Oxford (he would have it) **has no rival, ^ 
and the curious Jacobean brickwork of Queens’ College, where 
in his time the ‘‘ Combination room ” had yet a sanded floor, 
and the table was set handsomely fcH’th with long church- 
wardens.”] 

In the autumn my father returned to Farring- 
ford and entertained the American statesman, 
Charles Sumner. In Novembef he was reading 
with intense interest an early copy of Darwin's 
Origin of Species, sent him by his own desire ; 
and was finishing his “ Tithonus, which he 
forwarded to Thackeray for the Cornhill Maga- 
zine:^ A letter came from Charles Kingsley : 


^ February; i860. 
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Eversiey, 1859. 

MY DSAK TSNifysON, 

I il»r Fraser y September 1850, a reviewr 
^ e^pedally of ** In Memoiiam.” I am now 
^^1***^^*^ * of b^sceUanies and thought of 
mclu^b^ that review. But when 1 read it through I 
thought 1 <mght to a^ your leave. I felt it almost too 
perscmal toward you in its expression of admiration and 
gradtude for your influence, and in its expression about* 
“ la IVfeinemam.*’ It was necessary to be so then ; for, 
wlule penny-ar-liners were talking vulgar and unldnd 
perspnalitie^, I felt bound to tell all whom I could make 
listen, what a ^lifeman and a Christian ought to think 
of you arid ^ work ; but I am not sure that you 
womd like all ' 1' ,^id there republished now that the 
bulfole is over. Will you say “Yes” or “No”? and 
if you will say “ Yes,** you will deeply gratify me ; for 
1 wish to leave behind me some record of what I owe 
you. Prjw remember me to Mrs. Tennyson and to 
your chilruen, whom I do not know alas ! I seem 
destined never to see you. Here I live, as busy as a 
bee in my parish, and never leave home but for urgent 
business. 

Believe me your devoted C. Kingsley. 

• Soon after this the Kingsleys paid us a. visit. 
“Charles Kingsley,” so my father told me, 
“talked as usual on all sorts of topics and 
walked hard up and down the study for hours 

smoking furiously, and aSirming that tobacco 

was the only thing that kept his nerves quiet.” 
Aniong the topics discussed were the Idylls ” 
which Kingsley admired only less than “In 
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Memoriam.” Ten thousand copies had been 
wld in the first week of publication, and hundred; 
more were selling monthly. The reviews that 
were best in mv father’s estimation appeardi 
in the Spectator ^ me Edinburgh and the Q^rterfy^ 
the last by Mr. Gladstone.* 


Letters to and from friends about the “ Idylls ” 

From Henry W. LongfelUnn 

My dear Mr. Tennyson, 

I have requested my publi^ers in London, 
Messrs. Routledge, to send you a copy of a translation 
of the Divina Commedia, whidi I have had the temerity 
to make, and which they are now publishing. In tlw 
notes I have taken the liberty to quote your beautiful 
song of Fortune (from “Enid”^, and also part of 
“ iflysses,” at wtud^ I hope, you will not be di^leased, 
as you are in very good company. Many thanks for 
.your lund letter acknowledging ^e (Red Indian) ltd 
stone pipe of peace. To a civilized human beii^ I 
fancy it can never be of any practical use. But it is 
pretty,' and has a certiun value as coming from those 
far-away Western mountuns. 

Always vdth great r^;ard yours truly, 
Henry W. Longfellow. 


1 For chapter on the “Idylli,*' tee vol. iii. p. 155. 
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From W. M. Thackeray 

Folkbstonb, September, 

36 Onslow Square, October. 

My DEAR Old Alfred, 

I owe you a letter of happiness and thanks. 
Sir, about three weeks ago, when I was ill in bed,. 
I read' the “Idylls of the King,” and I thought, 
‘*^^Oh 1 must write to him now, tor this pleasure, this 
ddight, this splendour of happiness which I have been 
enjoying.” But I shoiUd have blotted the sheets, ’tis 
ill writing on one’s back. The letter full of gratitude 
never went as far as the post-office and how comes it 
now? 

D’abord, a bottle of claret. (The landlord of the 
hotel asked me down to the cellar and treated me.) 
Then afterwards sitting here, an old magazine, Fraser's 
Magazine^ 1850, and ! come on a poem out of “The 
Princess” which says “I hear the horns of Elfland 
blowing, blowing,” no, it’s “ the horns of Elfland faintly 
blomng ” (I have been into my bedroom to fetch my 
pen and it has made that blot), and, reading the lines, 
which only one man in the world could write, I thought • 
about the other horns of Elfland blowing in fiill strength, 
and Arthur in gold armour, and Guinevere in gold hair, 
and all those knights and heroes and beauties and 
purple landscapes and misty gray lakes in which you 
have made me live. They seem like facts to me, since 
atjout three weeks ago (three weeks or a month was 
it?^ when I read the book. It is on the table yonder, 
uid I don’t like, somehow, to disturb it, but the delight 
ahd gratitude I You have made me as happy as I was as a 
duld with the Arabian Night s^ every step I have wdked 
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in Elfland has been a sort of Paradise to me. (The 
landlmd gave two bottles of his claret and I think J 
drank the most) and here I have been l3dng bade in the 
chair and thinking of those delightful “Idylls,” my 
thoughts being turned to you : what could I. do but 
be grateful to that surprising genius which has myf" 
me so happy? Do you understand that what I mean 
is all true and that I should break out were you sitting 
•opposite with a pipe in your mouth ? Gold and purple 
and diamonds, 1 say, gentlemen and glory and love 
and honour, and if you haven’t given me all these why 
should 1 be in such an ardour of gratitude? But I 
have had out of that dear book the greatest delight that 
has ever come to me since I was a young man ; to 
write and think about it makes me almost youne, and 
this I suppose is what I’m doing, like an suter-dinner 
speech. 

P.S. I thought the “ Grandmother ” quite as fine. 
How can you at 50 be doing things as well as at 35 ? 

October 16th. (I should think six weeks after the 
writing of the above.) 

The rhapsody of gratitude was never sent, and for a 
peculiar reason ; just about the time of writing I came 
to an arrangement with Smith and Elder to edit their 
'new magazine, and to have a contribution from T. 
was the publishers’ and editor’s highest ambition. But 
to ask a man for a favour, and to praise and bow 
down before him in the same page seemed to be so like 
hypocrisy, that I held my hand, and left this note in 
my desk, where it has been lying during a little Frencfc- 
Italian-Swiss tour which my g^ls and their papa have 
been maldng. 

Meanwhile S. E and Co. have been making their 
own proposals to you, and you have replied not favour- 
ably I am sorry to hear : but now there is no reason 
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^^ioald not have my homages, and I am just 
as the ** Idylls,” and love a^ adnure them 

as I did two months ago when I to 
write^^ ardcmr claret and gratitude. & you 
can’t write fcMT us y<m cat^’t. ,lf you can by chahce 
S(ime day, and hel^an <p44 ^i^d* how pld»ed and 
happy 1 d^l be ! This hdw^i^ must be left to fate 
um.your conveUimoe ; fdou^p&tend to give up hope, 
bdt^necept the goo^ fortune W it comes. I see one, 
tw0; three quaiteihim adve^zed bu^y, as all brining 
ladrela to laureates.^ 1^' snll not teftise the private 
tri^te of sui <dd ^endv iffdll he ? You don’t know how 
pleased the girls wriie at Kensington t’other day to hear 
you quote urir father’s little verses, and he too I dare- 
say was not disgusted. He sends you and yours his 
best r^ards in tins most heartfelt and artless 

(note of admiration) ! 

Always yours, my dear Alfred, 

W. M. Thackeray. 


To W. M. Thackeray 

Farrinoford. 

My dear Thackeray, 

Should I not have answered you ere 
this 6th of November? surely: what excuse? 
noiHs that I know of : except indeed, that 
perhaps your very generosity and boundlessness 
of approval made me in a measure shamefaced. 
1 . could scarcelv accept it, being, I fancy, a 
modest man, ana always more or less doubtful of 
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my own efforts in any line. But I may tell you 
that your little note gave me more pleasure man 
all the jourfials- And monthlies and quarterlies 
which have come across me : not so much from 
your being the Oreat Novelist I hope as from 
your being my g|>od old friend, or perhaps from 
your being both of thew^ in osite. Well, let it be. 
4 have been rantackiiig all sorts of old albums 
and scrap books tjfut cannot find anything worthy 
sending you. llnfortunaiely before your letter 
arrived I had agreed to give Macmillan the only 
available poem I had by me [**Sea Dreams”].^ 
I don’t think he would have got it (for I dislike 
publishing in magazines) except tliat he had 
come to visit me in my Island, and was sitting 
and blowing his weed vis-^-vis. I am sorry that 
you have engaged for any quantity of money to 
let your brains be sucked periodically by Smith, 
Elder & Co. : not that I don’t like Smith who 
seems from the very little I have seen of him 
liberal and kindly, but that so great an artist as 
•you are should go to work aner this fashion. 
Whenever you feel your brains as the “remainder 
biscuit,” or indeed whenever you will, come 
over to me and take a blow on these downs 
where the air as Keats said is “ worth sixpence a 
pint,” and bring your girls too. 

Yours always, A. Tennyson. 


^ ‘♦Tithonus^** wi* •ent to Tlwckcnif for the Cornbil/^ 
Febraarfy iS6o« 
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From the Di^ of Argyli 


London, ij^hy 1859. 

My deaA Mr. Tennyson, 

I think my prediction is coming true, that 
yoip' "Idylls of the King” will be understood ^d 
adihiit^ by many who are incapable of understanding 
idtimppreciatihg many of your other works. 

Macaulay is certsuhly not a man incapable of under- 
standii^ anything but I knew that his tastes in p<^try 
we|e‘So formed in another line that I considered him a 
goS^ test, and three days ago I gave him ‘‘ Guinevere.” 

The result has been as I expected, that he has been 
delighted with it. He told me that he had been ^eatly 
moved by it, and admired it exceedingly, Altho’ by 
practice and disposition he is eminently a critic, he did 
not find one single fault. Yesterday I gave him the 
“ Mtid of Astolat ” with which he was delighted also. 

I hear the article in tiie Edin. Review is not to 
contain much criticism, it consfets to a great extent of 
long extracts. But I have not seen it myself, nor am L 
sure who vtt-ote k. 

How are you standing this tropical heat, and Mrs. 
Tennyson ? I-et us have a good account of yoiirselves- 

.This Peace is abominable, and you should be 
perpetually, telesco]^ in hand, watching for the 
“liberator of Italy,* who has proclrimed to his soldiers 
that he stops because the contest is no longer in the 
intert^sts of France I 

Yours most sincerely, Ajioyi,l. 


m 
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Duke of Argyll 

‘ Farrinoford, 

Mmday^ July iSth, 1859. 

MY DEAR Duke, 

Doubtless Macaulay’s good opinion is 
^ostbr having and I am grateml to you for letting 
me know it, but this time I intend to be thick- 
skinnEd ; nay, I scarcely believe that I should 
ever feel very deeply the pen-punctures of those 
parasitic animalcules of the press, if they kept 
theix^ives to what I write, and did not glance 
spitefully and personally at myself. I hate spite. 
* « « * « # 

Yours ever, A. Tennyson. 

Best remembrances to the Duchess. 


From the Rev, B. Jowett 

19 Gloucester Terrace, 
July lyth, 1859. 

My dear Tennyson, 

Thank you many times for your last : I have 
read it through with the ^atest delight, the “ Maid of 
Astetfat ” tww» over, and it rin« in my ears. “ The 
Lily Mtdd” seems to me the fairest, purest, sweetest 
loye^pOran in the English language. I have not seen 
any ^ridcisms nor do I care about them. It mdyes me 
like love of Juliet in Shakespeare (though that is 
not. altc^ther p^lel), and I do not doubt whatever 
T. II 289 u 
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Ofnnions are o^resaed about it that it inll in a few years 
be above criticism. 

There are hundreds and hundreds, of all wes (and 
men as well as women^ who, althoug^h they have not 
died for love fhave no intention of doii^ so), will find 
there a sort of ideal consolation of th^ own troubles 
and rememb^wnoes. 

Of the, other poems I admire “ Vivien ” the most 
nad^ty one), winch seems to me a work ofi 
vtedidlsrfiE^ power and skill. 

It is most eluant and fanciful. 1 am not surprised 
at , your Ddilah reducing the vise man, she is quite 
eqt^ to it. 

The allegory in the distance greatly strengthens^ also 
elevates t the meaning of the poem. 

1 sh^ not bore you with criticisms. It struck me 
what a great number of lines — 

He makes no friends, who never made a foe — ^ 

Then trust me not at all, or all in all — 

will pass current on the lips of men, which I always 
regard as a great test of excellence, for it is saying the 
tmng that everybody feels. 

I am sure that the “Grandmother” is a most’ 
exquirite thing. 

f hope you will find rest after toil and listen to the 
voice that says ** Rejoice, Rejoice.” 

Next we» I shdl probably be in London. I am • 
afraid that I ^udl not be able to numage going abroad. 
But I ^ould like to come and loMCdk in upon you if you 
are at any house where it would* fie convenient to you 
to see me. 

^ Thit line txf fatiber generally wxtae in entograph albums. 
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Wkh most Idnd regatds to Mrs. Tennyson snd love 
to the cluldren, 

Believe me ever most truly yours, 

B. JowiTT. 

From Arthur H. Clough 

i 

CovsciL Omci, 
i 8 ti Juljy 1859. 

Dear Mrs. Tennyson, 

The Welsh books appeared suddenly one 
mormng, by what s^ncy I do not know, and 1 have 
already appeased my uncle’s bibliomaniac fears by com- 
municating the fact of their arrival. 

The reception of the “ Idylls of the King ” will I 
hope satisfy all Farringibrd. 

I have heard no words of dispraise : and in my own 
opinion they are just what we md a right to hope for, 
b^er, because more fully given, without any disparage- 
ment to what went before. 

Faithfully yours, A. H. Qouoh. 


From the Duke of Argyll 

July tothj 1859. 

My dear Mr. Tennyson, 

1 hope you mil g^ve me note of your arrival 

in town. 

The applause of the “Idylls” go« on crescendo^ 
and so far as I can h^ without exception. Detractors 
are silenced. 

Macaulay has repeated to me several rimes an ex- 
presdon of his great admirarion. Another well-known 
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Author, Mmtelf a Poet, whom 1 shall not name, who 
heretofore could go no further than a half untiling 
approval of the Lotos>Eat^” has succumbed to 
the " Idylls,” has laid down his arms, without reserve. 
I consider him a test and index of a large class of nurids. 
I have heard of several other obdurate sinners who have 
been converted from the error of their ways. 

Gladstone, who is not one of the class, has spoken 
to tpe* and has written to the Duchess of Sutherland? 
that the impression of the power and beauty of these 
P^ms increases duly in reading them. 

r am delighted, specially from my love of natural 
history, mth some of your im^ry from natural things. 

The passage comparing the voice of Enid to the first 
heard song of the nightii^ale is singularly beautiful 
in egression. So is that passage conmaring the dis- 
persion of Geraint’s foes to the shoals of fish among the 
“ costal dykes of Camelot.” 

By the bye I have always omitted to ask you what 
you mean in one of your old poems by “The Red-Cap^ 
whistled.” I know of no such bird ; don’t you mean 
the Black-Cxp, which does whistle beautifully ? The 
Golden-crested Wren is never called “ Red-Cap,” nor 
(Sin it be said to whistle, tho’ it has a loud song. 

L. Nap.’s explanation of the Peace is, I have no 
doubt, a tolerably correct account. But it will seem a 
bitter mockery to those whose “ illusions ” • he en- 
couraged, and now contemns. 

Can you send me a copy of your song^“The Great 
Name or England round and round ” ? Do. 

Yours ever, Argyll. 

* Provincial name for the goldfinch. 
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To the Duke of Argyll 

E. L. Lushingtm'sy 

Park House, Maiostokb, 

July 1859. 

My dear Duke, 

Your last note was very welcome to 
’me and if I did not answer it earlier, why, I was 
all the more to blame ; answered partly it was 
by my wife’s copy of the song ^ requested, which 
I hope arrived safely. She has set it to music far 
more to the purpose than most of Master Balfe’s. 

“ Red-cap ” is, or was when I was a lad, 
provincial tor “ Gold-finch ” ; had I known it 
was purely provincial I should probably not have 
used it. Now the passage has stood so long that 
I am loth to alter it. 

Ever yours, A. Tennyson, 


From my father's mother 


Rose Manor, Well Walk, 
Monday^ Jan. lothy i860. 


DbXrest Ally, » , „ 

I received a nice kind note from Ker 
a short time since, which I now enclose, thinking it will 
mve thee pleasure to know what he says about thy last 
^ufrtol and interesting poems. It docs ind^ (as he 
supposes it would) give mo the purest satisraction to 
notice that a sprit of Christiamty is perceptible through 

1 “ Riflemen, Form ! " 


m 



HOME LIFE ANO « lO¥LLS” iMo 


the whole volume. It ^leddens my heart also to percave 
tW Alan seems to estimate it greatly on that account. 

0 dfeore^ Ally, how fervently have I prayed for years 
that our mem^ Redeemer would intercMe vdth our 
Heavenly Father, to grant thee His Holy Spirit to u|^ 
thee to employ the talents He has ^iven thee, by taking 
every opportuni^ of endeavouring to impress the 
precepts of His Holy Word on the minds of others. 
My b^dv^ son, words are too feeble to expr^ the joy* 
of my heart in percdving that thou art earnestly en- 
deavouring to do so. Dearest Ally, there is notoing 
fbe a mcnnent to be compared to the favour of God ; 

1 need not ask thee if thou art of the same opinion. 
Thy writings are a convincive proof that thou art. 
My beloved child, when our Heavenly Father summons 
us hence, may we meet, and all that are dear to us, in 
that bles^ state where sorrow is unknown, never more 
to be separated. 1 hope Emmy and thyself continue 
well, also the dear litue boys. All here join me in 
kindest love to both. 

Ever, dearest Ally, 

Thy attached and loving mother, 

E. Tennyson. 


From y. Ruskin 


Strasburg. 


Dear. Mr. Tennyson, 

1 have had the “Idylls” in my travelling 
dedc ever nnce I could get them across the water, and 
^ve only not written about them because 1 could not 
qmte mi^ up my nund about diat increased quietness 
^ style. I uought you would like a little to know 
t^t I Mt d>ottt it, but did not qtute know myself 
what I did feel. 


*94 



i$6o RUSKIN ON THE POEMS 

To ft. certain ex^t yoa yourself of course know better 
what the wofk is ihan any one else, as all great artists dO| 

If you are satisfied with it, I believe it to be ru^ 
Satined with bitstof it you must be, and so must aU of 
us, however much we expect from you. 

The four son^ seem to me the jewels of the crown, 
and bits come every here and there, the filght of the 
T pniH for instance, and the “ In the darkness o’er her 
iallen Yuad" whi(^ seem to me finer than almost all you 
have done yet. Nevertheless I am not sure but I feel 
the art and finish in these poems a little mca« than I 
like to feel it.^ Yet I am not a fair judge ^uite, for 
I am so much of a realist as not by any possibility to 
interest myself much in an unreal subject to feel it as 1 
^ould, and the very sweetness and stateliness of the 
words strike me all the more as pure workmanship. 

As a description of various nobleness and tenderness 
the book is without price : but I shall always wiA it 
bflH been nobleness independent of a romantic condition 
of externals in general. 

« In Memoriam,” “ Maud,” “ The Miller’s Daughter,” 
and such like will always my own pet rhymes, yet I 
am (|uite prepared to adnut this to be as good as any, 
for its own peculiar audience. Treasures of wisdom there 
•are in it, and word-painting such as never was yet for 

1 So far as the word art, as used here by Mr. Ruskin, suggests that 
these Idylls were carefully elaborated, the suggestion is hardly in 
accordance with the fact. The more imaginative the poem, Ae lew 
time it generallf took him to compose. “Guinevere and “Blame 
were certainly not elaborated, seeing Aat they were written, each 
of them, in a few weeks, and hardly corrected at all. My fitther 
said that he often did not know why some passages w«e thought 
specially beautiful, until he had examined ttem. He adiM: 
"Perfection in art is perhaps more sudden sometimes than we think ; 
but then the long preparation for it, that unseen germination, tiat is 
what we ignore and forget.” 
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concentraticm» vevefxneiess it sei^ to me t^ great 
power ought not to be spent on vinoM of t^ngs past 
but on ^e livit^ present. For one capable of 

feeling the depth of this poem I believe ten would feel 
a depth qmte as great if the stream flowed through 
tlui^ neHrW the hearer. And merely in the facts of 
modem liifet not drawing-room formal life, but the far 
aWay tthd quite unknown growth of souls in and through 
any liNrm of misery or servitude, there is an infinity ofi 
wmt men should to told, and what none but a poet can 
tellt I cannot but think that the intense masterful and 
unerring transcript of an actuality, and the relation of a 
story of any real human life as a poet would watch and 
analyze it, would make all men feel more or less what 
poetry was, as they felt what Life and Fate were in 
their instant workings. 

This seems to me the true task of the modern poet. 
And I think I have seen faces, and heard voices by road 
and street side, which claimed or conferred as much as 
ever the loveliest or saddest of Camelot. As I watch 
them, the feeling continually weighs upon me, day by 
day, more and more, that not the grief of the world but 
the loss of it is the wonder of it. 1 see creatures so full 
of all power and beauty, with none to understand or 
teach or save them. The making in them of miracles* 
and all cast away, for ever lost as far as we can trace. 
And no ** in memoriam.” 

I do not ask you when you are likely to be in 
London for I know you do not like writing letters, and 
I know you will let Mrs. Prinsep or Watts send me 
word about you, so that I may come and see you again, 
when you do come ; and then on some bright winter’s 
day, I ^all put in my plea for Denmark HOI. 

' Meanwhile believe me always 

Frithfully and gratefully yours, J. Ruskin. 
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TI^>?RtlfCE CONSORT . 


'kart ifita letter from Aubrey de Vere 

i860. 

Love to Alfred, from whom I hope to l»ve more of 
those glorious cWvalrous l^nds. * • 

Alfred seems'to be founmi^ a school just as Rafiarile 
Jnd Titian founded their respective Roman and Venetian 
schools. There cannot be a truer tribute to »nius than 
this. It proves that it has struck roots in the national 
mind. 


From H.R.H. Prince Albert 


Buckingham Palace, 

vjth Majy i860. 

My dear Mr. Tennyson, 

Will you forgive me if I intrude upon youi 
Irisure with a request v^ich I have thought some little 
time of maldng, viz. that you would be good enowh to 
•write your name in the accompanying volume of 
“ Idylls of the King ” ? You would thus add a peculiar 
interest to the book, containing those beautiful songs, 
from the perusal of wWch I derived the greatett 
ment. They quite rekindle the feeling with whiOT 
the legends of King Arthur must have inspirrf the 
cluvalry of old, whilst the graceful form in wmeh they 
are presented blends those feelings with the softer tone 
of our present age. 

Believe me always yours truly, Albert. 
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Aif© nmMiS ” 1859 

the Rev. Charks Kingttey 
Evosliy Rbctokyi Winchfulz)) 

»w rr. *859. 

My dbai^ Tennyson, 

... ^ was amused to-night at a burst of enthu- 

siwKA ^ your behalf from a most unenthunastic man 
(thou^ a of taste and scholarship), Walter the 
otsfluir iator of the Tiines. He confest to having been a 
mr in you, save in « Locksley Hall,” which he 
tiw the nnest modern lyric ; but he considered you 
had taken liberties, and so forth. But the « Idylls,’^ he 
confest, had beaten him. He thought them the finest 
modern poem. There was nothing He did not or would 
not say in praise of them. He now classed the four 
great English poets as Shakespeare, Spenser, Byron, 
Tennwon, and so on, and so on, very pleasant to me 
though little worth to you. But I like to tell you of a 
* jamjam efiicaci do manus scientise ” from any one who 
^ not as yet appreciated you, to his own harm. He 
did not write the disagreeable review of you in the Times 

S hears back. It was, I believe, a poor envious, 

tic, poetaster parson, . I tell you this for fear 

3uld think Walter, who is reaUy a fine fellow, had 

anything to do with it. 

God bless youi C. Kingsley. 


To the JDuhe elrgyll 

Farringford, 

mv pkAR Duke, 

^Wc are delighted to hear that your 
Daeness has added another scion to your face, 
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and that mother and child are both prospering. 

I had £mcied that the event would have come . 
off while I w^ in Portu^ (for in Portugal I 
have: been), and made enquiries thereanent of Mr. 
Henry Howard * but he could tell me nothing. 

If I came back with “bullion” in the 
“Tagus,” it was nowhere in my packages. 1 
went to see that Cintra which Byron and 
Beckford have made so i^unous : but the orange- 
trees were all dead of disease, and the crystal 
streams (with the exception of a few sprinkling 
springlets by the wayside) either dried up, or 
diverted thro’ unseen tunnels into the great 
aqueduct of Lisbon. Moreover the place is 
cockney, and, when I was there, was crammed 
with Lisbon fashionables and Portuguese nobility ; 
yet Cintra is not without its beauties, being a 
mountain of green pines rising out of an every- 
where arid and tawny country, with a fantastic 
Moorish-looking castle on the peak, which 
commands a great sweep of the Atlantic and the 
mouth of the Tagus : here on the topmost towef 
sat the king (they say) day by day in the old 
times of Vasco da Gama watching for his return, 
till he saw him enter the river : there, perh^s, 
was a moment worth having been waited for. 
I made some pleasant acquaintances, but I could 
not escape autograph hunters ; a certain ' l)<Mi 
Pedro Something even telegraphed for one sl^r 
I had returned to Lisbon. 

^ Englith Minister $t Lisbon in 1859. 
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As to Macaulay’s suggestion of the Sangreal, 
I doubt whether such a su^ect could be handled 
in these days, without incurring a charge of 
irreverence. It would be too much like playing 
with sacred things. The old writers believed in 
the Sangreal. Many years ago I did write 
“ Lauicelot’s Quest of the Grail” in as good 
vmes as I ever wrote, no, I did not write, •! 
made it in my head, and it has now altogether 
slipt out of memory. 

My wife, I am sorry to say, has been very 
unwell. 


Yours ever, A. Tennyson. 


Unpublished Poem of this Period 
The Philosopher 

He was too good and kind and sweet, 

Ev*n when I knew him in his hour 
Of darkest doubt, and in his power, 
iTo fling his doubts into the street. 

Truth-seeking he and not afraid. 

But questions that perplex us now — 

What time (he thought) have loom or plough 
To weigh them as they should be weighed ? 

We help the blatant voice abroad 
To preach the freedom of despair. 

Ana from the heart of all things fair 
To pluck the sanction of a God. 
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CHAPTER XI 

TOUR IN CORNWALL AND THE 
SCILLY ISLES 

i860 

So great had been the success of the first four 
“ Idylls of the King ” that my father’s friends 
begged him to “ continue the epic.” He 
received a letter from the Duke of Argyll again 
urging him to take np as his next subject the 
Holy Grail, but he said he shunned handling 
the subject, for fear that it might seem to some 
almost profane. He answered : 

i860. 

My dear Duke, 

I sympathised with you when I read 
of Macaulay’s death in the Times. He was, 
was he not, your next-door neighbour ? I can 
easily conceive what a loss you must have had 
in the want of his brilliant conversation, I 
hardly knew him : met him once, I remember, 
when Hallam and Guizot were in his company : 
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HaUam waa showing Guizot the Houses of 
Parliament then builmng, and Macaulay went 
on like a cataract for an hour or so to those two 
great men, and, when they had gone, turned 
to me and said, **Good morning, I am happy 
to have had the pleasure of making your 
acquaintance,** and strode away. Had I been 
a piquable man I should have been piqued, but 
I don’t think 1 was, for the movement after all 
was amicable. Of the two books I should, I 
thiiiH>have chosen the Crabbe, though Macaulay’s 
criticisms on poetry would be less valuable 
probably than his historical ones. Peace be 
with him ! 

As to the Sangrealy as I gave up the subject 
so many long years ago I do not think that I 
shall resume it. You will see a little poem of 
mine in the Comhill Magazine, My friend 
Thadceray and his publishers had been so urgent 
with me to send them something, that I ferreted 
among my old books and found this ** Tithonus,” 
i^ritten upwards of a quarter of a century agOy 
and now,queerly enough at the tail of a flashy 
modern novel. It was originally a pendent to 
the ** Ulysses” in my former volumes, and I 
wanted Smith to insert a letter, not of mine, to 
the editor stating this, and how long ago it had 
been written, but he thought it would lower the 
value- of the contribution in the public eye. 
Read in Browning’s Men and Women ** Evelyn 
Hope ** for its beauty, and ** Bishop Blougram’s 
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Apology” for its exceeding clevemess* and 1 
think that you will not deny him his own. . 
The Comml Magazine gives a very pleasant 
accQunt of Macaulay. 

Yours ever, A. Tennyson. 

The Duke and the Duchess spent some days 
at Farringford, and were most emphatic that 
the “Grail” ought to be written forthwith. 
My father said that he was not “at present in 
the mood for it|** and read aloud his “ boadicea,” 
which he had now quite finished. He gloried 
in his new English metre, but he “feared that 
no one could read it except himself, and wanted 
some one to annotate it musically so that people 
’ could understand the rhythm.** “ If they would 
only read it straight like prose,” he saiu, “just 
as it is written, it would come all right.” 
Among other guests was Lord Dufforin, full of 
Cyril Graham’s discoveries of the white marble 
cities in the black basaltic land of the Hauraii 
With their inscriptions in an unknown tongue. 
Then the missionary Dr. Wolff stayed with us, 
recounting his hair-breadth escapes in Central 
Asia, and giving an awe-inspiring description 
of an earthquake in Bokhara. 

It was not until August that my father was 
able to go on his summer tour to Cornwall arid 
the SciUy Isles, in company with Wooltter, 
Palgrave, Holman Hunt and Val Prinsep. 
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letter-^iary. Tour m Cornwall and 
the ScUly Isles 

August *i 8 M. All Souls* Reading Room, 
O^ord, Before my departure Palgrave palled 
wi^ his Syrian brother, a very interesting maji 
in An Eastern dress with a kind of turban, having 
jnsV escaped from his convent in the Syrian 
Deserts where several of his fellow monks were 
p3|i8^red. Palgtave is obliged to stop for a 
w^^ at Hampstead UH the brother goes to 
Faris^ where he will have an interview vvith the 
Emperor on the affairs of the East. I started 
off' ijlone, and I believe that in a week’s time < 
Holman Hunt, Yal Prinsep and Frank Palgrave 
will join me at Penzance. Woolner, like a 

f ood fellow, followed me here yesterday that 
might not feel lonely, and this morning we 
break^ted with Max Muller, and are going to 
Sine whh him at 7. 

August 2\s/if Bidefp^.r ^ We came here last 
night at 7 p’plopk. I aftd* Woolner are &ping 
dowp the co|^ to Tintagel, where we shadf atpp 
till' the others join us. 

Atimst 2y^d, Bude. Fine sea here, smart 
n^n altatnatilig with weak sunshine. Woolner 
is very kin^y. We go oflF to-day to Boscastle 
which is tibtree miles from Tinta^L 

Jbtgust 2%rd, Arrived at Tintagel, grand 
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furious rain. Mr. Poclaur would be -a « 
good name to direct to me by. * • * , 

August 25*4. Tintogel. Black cUfll and 
paves and stor^i and wind, but I weathir it out 
and take my ten miles a day walks in my 
weather-proofe. Palgrave arrived to-day. 


To Hallam 

Tintagel, 

Aug. iSthy i860. 

My DEAR Hallam, 

I Was very glad to receive your little 
letter. Mind that you and Lionel do not 
quarrel and vex poor mamnla who has lots of 
work to do ; and learn your lessons regularly ; 
for gentlemen and ladies will not take ydb lor 
a gentleman when you grow up if you are 
ignorant. Here are great black cliffs of slate- 
rock, and deep, black caves, and the ruined 
castle of King Arthur, and I wish that you and 
Lionel and mamma were here to see them. 
Give my love to grandpapa and to Lionel, and 
work well at your lessons. I shall be glad to 
find you know more and more every day. 

Your loving papa, A. Tennyson, 

August %%th, Tintagel. We believe^ that 
we are going to-morrow to Penzance, or in tlut 
direction. We have had two fine days and some 
exceedingly grand coast views. Here is an 
artist; a friend of Woolner’s (Inchbold), sketching 
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now this rooi^. I am very tired of waikintt 
against wiiid and ram. 

i^iligrave IrHtes : ^oUo'nang the publication of the 
first finir ^Idj^ of tl\e King** in 1859, when he was intending 
to Wite furiber Idjril^ this wa^ perhaps^ specially entitled to 
be nanu^y'ennjrson’s Arthurian journey. 

At a inlet of wonderful picturesqueness, so grandly 
moddled are the rocks which wall it, so transluoently purpk 
the waves that are its pavemoit, — waves whence the ‘‘naked 
babe” Arthur came ashore in flame, — stand the time-eaten 
ruins of unknown date which bear the name Tintagel. To 
these of course we climbed, — descending from “the castle 
gateway by the chasi^” and at a turn in the rocks meeting 
tt|jst ever graceful, ill-appreciated landscapist, Inchbold : whose 
cn of delighted wonder at sight of Tennyson still sounds in the 
sote survivor’s ear. Thence, after some delightfbl wandering 
uykiytyn dreary road (for such is often the character of centred , 
Cornf^), we moved to Camelfbrd on the greatly-winding 
stream Which the name indicates. Near the little town, on 
dm ed|ge of the river, is shown a large block- of stone upon which 
lege^ places Artbm‘> hiding or meditating, after his last &tal 
battle. It lay below the bank ; and in his eagerness to reach 
it and ait down (as he sat in 1851 on that other, the Sasst di 
by Sta. h^uia del Fiore), Arthur’s poet slipped right intp 
stream, and retjarned laughing to Camelford. 

'*^The next halting-place I remember was Penzance ; whence, 
by *Marazion, we crossed to and saw our English smaller but 
yet impressive and beaudfiil St. Miefaael’s Mount.^] 

31x4. Union Hotel, Penzance. I 
am so very mudb grieved for poor Simeon’s loss 
of his wife j it casts a gloom on my little tour : 
what will he do without her and with all those 

1 Palgiave MS. 
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children IF I have now walked lo miles a day 
for lo days, equal loo, and I want to continue . 
doing that for some time longer. I am going 
to-morrow to Land’s End and then I must return 
here, and then I go to the Scilly Isles and then 
again return here. v ^ 

Sept, $th, d^and’s End Inn. I will write to 
Sjmeon to-day, tho’ I rather shun writing to 
him on such a subject, for what can one say, 
what comfort Ian one give? We are here at 
this racketty, rather dirty inn, but we have had 
four glorious days and magnijicently coloured seas. 
To-day the Scilly Isles look so dark and clear on 
the horizon that one expects rain. 

[I was struck — Mr. Palgrave notes again — on the plateau 
of Sennen by the likeness between the masses of rock, piled up 
by Nature only, and those cromlechs which also occur in Corn- 
wall } ^ Do you not remember that Wordsworth has a sonnet 
on this point ? ” Tennyson said, alluding to that beginning 
** Mark the concentred hazels . . 

adding, ‘‘ He seems to have been always before one in observa-^ 
tipn of Nature.” 

Sept. tth. Penzance. I start in an hour hjr 
the boat* for the Scilly Islands. The weather is 
splendid, and the sea as calm as any lake shut in 
on all sides by hills. Woolner goes back to 
London and Palgrave continues wim me. 

Sept. <)th. St. Mary’s, Scilly Isles. Captain 
Tregarthen, who has the packet and the hotel 

^ Palgrave MS. 
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here, ha& brought me mv .letters : the packet only 
goes three times a week. I shall stop here till 
Wednesday ; there are West Indian aloes here 
30 feet high, in blossom, and out all the winter, 
yet the peaches won’t ripen ; vast hedges of 
splendid geraniums, a delight to the eye, yet 
the mulberry won’t ripen. These Islands are 
very peculiar and in some respects very fine. , I 
never anything quite like them. 

Stpt. 1 ith. Three Tuns, Lizard. At the 
Lizard ; and intend coming on to Falmouth. 
Hope to be at Brockenhurst next Saturday, but 
if not there, I shall have turned aside to see 
Avebury and Silbury Hill. 

Sept. 20th. Falmouth. Have not found it 
easy to write every d^ in the bustle and bother, 
of travellers’ inns. I am now writing on my 
knees in my bedroom at a fishmonger’s, there 
being no room at the hotel, and the whole town 
mad with a bazaar for riflemen, who get drunk 
every night and squabble and fight and disgrace 
themselves and their corps. We left Hunt and 
Val Pi’insep hard at work at the Lizard, sketch- 
a jpa-omontory. 

1^1,' concludes his notes on this tour thus : From 

'ibtlmouai^ a little rivO'-.sttamer was to carry us to Truro. 
We sat nn deck enjoying the fresh air and sight of the fine 

^ CittoUnd mf father on this tour in Memories of 

OU » a grand specimen of a man, with a 

laagiti&teilc head set m hln sheulders like the capiul of a mighty 
pillar. Mis hair is long ami wavy, and covers a massive head. He 
wears; 4 beard and moustache, which one begrudges, as hiding so 

308 




»86o 


NOTES ON TOUR 


estuary. But upon Vinttgmu Tennyson had reckoned too 
soon. Our captain presently came forward with a tray and a • 
squat bottle, and said with unimpeachable good manners that 
“he was aware how distinguished a passenger, etc., and that 
some' young men sitting opposite, and he, would be much 
honoured if Mr. Tennyson would take a tumbler of stout with 
them.” With as much courteous ease as if he had been a 
royal prince he ste^d forward, said a few words of graceful 
tlfenlfs, pleased, and looking so ; bowed to the hospitable 
party j and drank off his glass to their good health. 

Presently the Captain reappeared, and this time it was the 
ladies in the cabin who begged that the Laureate would only 
step down among them. But the height of that small place of 
refuge, Tennyson declared, would render the proposed exhibi- 
tion impossible ; might he not be kindly excused ? The good 
women however were not to be baulked j and one after 
another presented her half-length above the little hatchway 
before us, gazed, smiled and retreated. “It was like the 
crowned figures who appear and vanish in Macbtth” he said •, 
and so, talking with our fellow-passengers and the captain, in 
due time we disembarked at Truro- 

Next day a long and pleasant walk took us to Perranporth, 
a little v illag e on the coast, which here was a stretch of level 
golden sands, barred at each end by fine rocks. Some way 
hence, we were directed through a little labyrinth of dunes to 
the famous buried church of Perranzabuloe. Only a few 
sand-heaped lines of wall remain. But St. Piran is assigned ^ 
the fifth century, and the church might be of age, 

we place him about that period.'] 


much of that firm, forceful, but finely chiselled mo|^. His ^es 
are large, gray (f), and open wide when a rabjMt intcteits him ; 
they are well shaded by the noble brow, with its stnnig lines of 
thought and sufiFering. I can quite understand Sam. Lewence 
calling It the best balance of head he had ever ^ea.” 

' Palgrave MS. 
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A vivid picture of my father, from a letter 
’addressed to my mother (23rd Sept, i860) by 
Woolner, may be added ; 

ocpect idling about so long will make his br»n 
so futile that when he gets back to Farringford he will 

a|i immense^l^d of work. He was physically better, 
thefe can be no i^uestton, for he actually ate b^ak&sts ! 
and pitrtook of tarts not once but twice at (Hnnef! 
which he had notf done for many years: and his 

face had grown a reddi^ %mze, a very healthy colour ; 
and he was perpetually making jokes at ei^nse of 
Pal^ve, or at mine, and t^ng long walks, and 
swimming, and not smoking much, and drinking scarcely 
any wine. So you may consider ^ this as flovuishing. * 

In my father’s note book are written as below 
the following Verse- Memoranda of tours in 
Cornwall, Isle of Wight and Ireland.* 

{Babbicombe.) Like serpent- coils upon the 
deep. 

{Torquay^ As the little thrift 

Ttembles in perilous places o’er the deep. 

{From the Old Red Sandstone^ 

As a stony spring 

Blocks its own issue (tho’ it makes a fresh one 
of course). 

^ 1 wts wilking with my father almost for the last time, 

M I generally take my nature-similes direct from my 

oifh obsfirvidott of haturci and sometimes jot .them down, and if by 
chance t that <me of my similes is like that in any author, my 
imnulse hot to use that simile.” If he Was in the vein during 
walk, he would make dozens of similes that were never chronicled, 
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(Fowey.) A cow drinking from a trough on 
the hill-side. The netted beams of light playdl < 
on the wrinkles of her throat. 

(Cornwall,) The wildflower, called lady’s 
finger, of a golden yellow when open’d, is, 
unopen’d, of a rich orange red, frequently 
least in Comwidl when I observed it. 

* it , 

(The open ee^.) Two great ships 

That draw together in a calm. 

(Bonckurch.) A little salt pool fluttering 
round a stone upon the shore. 

(/. of Wight.) 

As those that lie on happy shores and see 
Thro’ the near blossom slip the distant sail. 

(Park House.) Before the leaf, 

When all the trees stand in a mist of green. 

After his tour in Ireland he had written on 
the same page : 

(Valencia^ Claps of thunder on the cliffs 
Amid the solid roar. 

{firay Head.) 

O friend, the great deeps of Eternity 

Roar only round the wasting cliffs of Time. 

(The river Shantm, on the rapids^ 

Ledges of battling water. 



CHAPTER.^!; 

FARRINGl^O*® FRIENDS * 

THE P’^I^EES 

PKATH OF THE CONTORT 

i86o-iS6i 

of the journals of this period have been 
misled) and Mrs. Bradley has allowed me to 
m^e use of the Reminiscences written by her 
dur^ th< visits which she and the present Dean 
of Westminster paid to us at Farringford. They 
begin,; with the first impression of my father in 
K^SSi 

it Farringford, Tennyson’s home, with its 
“careless tiered garden close to the ridge of a noble 
down” buried in trees. He invited Granville- to dine 
with him. to meet “Lear the artist, not the king,” at 
Farringford two or three times, and Granville has had 
walks and tall^vwith him and brings away memories full 
of pleasure and interest. To have come near the man 
^and found i|| lum all one could have desired in a great 
■poet! I tamt write down my first right of lum. I 
Wis on tho^top of the stack in the yani having a birth- 
day : fea^ vtay gpay under a blue tent with decorations 
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of flowers, etc, ,A carriage drove t^ to ^e'Ut^ ^n^ 
of the 1 could not see wlto lt was but gwisw «!.- 
was he. He came to the stack lool^ed I saw 
a tall lai^ figure, cloak and'^laim black v^e-aw^i> 
He had no bearil or moustache, I recollect 
l»-essed vrith the beauty and powi^ of hiS tnOurii anadlum 

His face iS:|ip> of power and thought, » deq> flotiW. 
runs from Ipw $0- wn on dither side, and ^veS a. 
^culiar ej^iywKn to ^ face, a lofty forehead adds to 
this. I the ^ibiidour of Ms eyes. He asked 

me who llms ^ told|||(St,to “ throw the little maid” 
into his aifilps, promu& to catch her. He a^ed 
Edith ho#*©Id ^ said “ thwee to-day.” He 

said, “Then yd|tf«#fWive the same bir^y, August 
6th.” He did hot say much, but walked into me little 
parlour. Gnmville came in and they talked a little. -^M r. 
Tennyson took up the books on the table and mnlHted 
to Mmself about them. 

He and Granville have been on an expedition to 
Brooke Bay, geologising, botanising, poetisii^, tailring 
evoything great and small, of life inward and outward, 
at home and abroad, of religious and social ^fficulries ; 
they talked from I 2 noon to lo p.m. almost incesswiOy 
this day, Mr. Tennyson walking back with him to tM 
Warren Farm still talking ; Granville says that beneath 
all the slight allusions to various subjects in his poems 
lies a mine of knowledge.^ “ He speaks of poetry as a 
great master only can do.” , Vr 

Mr. Tennyson has read “Maud to He 
is a little vexed at the reception of Maud.^ He 
said : “ You must always stand up for ‘ Mam ^ wnw 
you hear my pet bantling abused. Pwrhaps that is why. 
I am sensitive about hw. You know mojh^ 
malrA the most of a cMld that is abused. He coi^ 
mented on the poem as he read, pwnted out cwtain 
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boBitict of laotffi 81^ mmma$ which he admired him- 
ael£^ >H« CfBBuaea .j^t Itetmle pnmoonoe sardonic 
in hiamp^Uf to aayiaftto dCocinoC ^ out agunst die 
^ aali^pdesi^ todi^^ to point out where it is 

wo: ea^ itoividual may do his best to 

redim it$ t£a#he evils he denounces are imUvidual, only 
to be cun^ each nuui looldng to lus own heart. He 
denottl’^r^ ^ ^ shapes, especially those con- 
dddflil, by the world and society. * 

\%NeMhig;’ bl^ Alexander Snsdth; **He has plenty of 
pjrOmito* tot he must leama diltoent creed to that he 
preaches in those lines banning * Fame, fame, thou art 
next to God.* Next to God — ^next to the Devil say I. 
Fame ntoht be worth having if it helped us to do good 
to a dn^ mortal, but what is it? only the pleasure of 
hearing oneself talked of up and down the street.” 

i[Death*s Jest-Book by Thomas Lovell Beddoes he 
also praised.] He tells stories very well, ghost and 
other stories, and has plenty of humour. Amongst 
others he told us several stories of queer letters he has 
had frmn all sons of,, people, companies, associations, 
etc. '<^e young lady wrote imploring him to write 
some poetry for her to jaroduce at a picnic when every 
one was to recite an original poem ! He said the 
lecdt of passing off his poem as her own disgusted him, 
on the other hand he thought it plucky to tell him 
what she meant to do, and he would have written it for 
Iter, but unfortunately she signed her note “ Kate ” and 
iidt no fddress. 

X^ose evenings when the poet, ritting in his old oak 
oil^iqluur after (unner in the dravnng-room, talked of 
what was in his heart, or read some poem aloud, with 
th^huidip^ l^ng before us like a beauriful picture 
^nppsddii w dark< 4 uched bow-whulow, are ''never tb be 
llhimtfftrin 'l^s moods are so variaUe, his conversation 



i86o 


COVENTRY PATMORE 


so earnest, Im knowledge of all (lungs he writes about 
is so snde and^ninute. ft is a rare treat to be in hb 
domesdc circle^ where he talks freely ai^ iiriglttly-widl> 
out shyness or a certain morbidity vdiich ocmnsses lum 
occanonally in sodetv. Oabbe, Gray and Xeati wa« 
the chief pioets he read to us. 


The reference in the following letter front my 
father is to ‘ an article on ** English Metrical 
Critics” contributed by Mr. Patmore to the 
North British Revieie for 1857 *xvii. pp. 
127-161). 

This is the passage referred to : 

The six-syllable “ iambic ” is the most sobnin of all 
our English measures. It is scarcely fit for anythit^ 
W a dirge ; the reason being, that the final pause in 
this measure is greater, when compared with the length 
of the line, than in any other verse. Here is an example, 
wluch we select on account of the peculiar illustration 
of its nature as a “ (hrneter brachy-catalectic,” which is 
supplied by the filling up of the measure in the seventh 
line : 

How strange it is to wake 
And watch, while others sleep, 

Till ^ht and hearing ache 
For objects that may keep 
The awful inner sense 

Unroused, lest it should mark 
The life that haunts the emptiness 
And horror of the dark. 

We luwe cmly to fill up the measure in wtitf tffe as 
well as the seventh, in order to change tlds verm fitiHn 
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SPECIMENS OF METRE >860 

the and mort mournfui, to thejnost rapid and 

of all E^liah ntidbes, the common eight- 
Jfl^e quatram ; a measure paiticttlarly recomme&ed 
critics* and continually chosen by poets of 
all ti^M for erotic poetry, on account of its joyous air. 

^ It will be seen that my fiither’s second specimen 
IS cons^cted by “filHng up” Mr. Pitmore’s, 
lines inv|he manner that he suggests. 

My dear C. P. 


Specimen of the ** most solemn ” English metre 

How glad am I to walk 
With Susan on the shore ! 

How glad am I to talk ! 

I kiss her o*er and o’er. 

I clasp her slender waist. 

We kiss, we are so fond. 

When she and I are thus embraced. 
There’s not a joy beyond. 

Is this C. P.’s most solemn ? 


^tedmen <f the “ most high-spirited ” metre 

strange it is, O God, to wake, 

wake while others sleep, 
P" sight and hearing ache 

||For co%mop objects that would keep 
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CRITICIZING POEMS 


l86i 

Our awful inner .ghostly sense 

Unroused, lest it by chance should mark 

The life that haunts the emptiness 
And horrors of the formless dark. 

Is this C. P.*s rapid and high-spirited ? A. T. 

i86i 

January. The Bensons ^ and Bradleys here. 
My Either s^oke of seeing Freshwater clifis and 
the Needles from Bournemouth, and said, “ The 
Isle of Wight looked like a water-lily on a blue 
lake.” Talking of some poems published by 
an advanced young lady, which were instantly 
suppressed and the edition bought up by her 
friends, he quoted two or three passages to show 
how she had poetic perception rendered worthless 
by bad taste. One line ran : “ whose looks 
were well-manured with love.” * 

January zznd. My father said on the evening 
when the Bradleys were leaving : “You are going 
away — it is taking away a bit of my sunshine : 
I’ve been cutting down trees to let in some, and 

1 The late Archbishop of Canterbury and his wife. 

* I may observe that my father was by no means a wyere cntic 
of the poems sent him. I remember his saying to MiHau (about 

1870) : “The average poems which I get are not at all bad, but 

there is just the something, I suppose, wanted, *!>•* £ cannot 
explain.” Millais assured him that he found the same dificulty in 
criticizing pictures by young painters, that there was a good Imwl of 
pcribnnftiicc througliout theif work, yet lonichow nllttig inMt 0 
excellence. 
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“THE NCmTHmN JfARMER” tUx 


now you aro taking away a bit of it.” He 
contiatied : « All that sounds l&e fiattery : there 
is no heed us to make fine i|leeche& By this 
time you know I tocsver do, and it is just a plain 
truth that your going takes away some of my 
sUnsKihe.” 

On 17th my father told my mother about 
his plan tor a new poem, “The Northern Famut,”. 

By the evening of Feb. i8th he had alrea^ 
written down a great part of “The Noi^eiii 
Fanner” in one of the MS. books bound in bide 
and red paper (which my mother always made 
f(^him |ierself). They also read of Sir Gareth 
in the Aforte if Arthur, About th^ time we 
went with my father to the National Gallery to 
see what he called “ some of the great pictures of 
the world,” the “ Titians,” the new “ Veronese,” ^ 
and the portrait of Ariosto. 

In March my mother received a letter from 
Mr. Jowett, a passage in which refers to some 
advice my father had given him with regard to 
thfe manner of expressing his theological opinions. 

Baluol. 

1 had not the courage to follow Mr. Tennyson’s 
advice about the Essay. It wa% hov^cr, of great, use 
to me, for I have modified me obje^onable passages. 

I will send you a copy in a few’days. 

Believe me ^vjer niOat'truly yours, 

B. Jowett. 

fgftut picture, ** Dariu* and hit fionily before Aleieader,*’ 
br^^t from tkie Pitani Palace, Venice, in 1857. 
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i»t TOUR IN THE PYRENEES 

In May it was decided that my father should 
receive a degree .at Cambridge, but we were 
unable to go further than Oatlands Park Hotel, 
for he had such a bad attack of palpitation of the 
he^ that Cambridge had to be given up. ARo: 
a few days spent in walking to Hampton Court 
and about the country round, we returned to 
Jfalibigford, my father stopping at Winchester 
S^d Lyndhursi on the way. 

tauvergfte and the Pyrenees {Ju/y and August) 

in ' the summer of i86i we travelled in 
Auverj^e imd the Pyrenees. Some things we 
could not but be glad to have seen, but the 
difficulty of getting rooms, carriages, or even 
donkeys to ride in those days, and the impossi- 
bility of finding food not soaked in garlic, took 
away much of our pleasure. 

The Cathedral at Bourges, its great pillars 
and its gorgeous windows, was what struck my 
father most on the journey out. On our arrival 
at Clermont, the comet was flaring over the 
market-place. Here we should have been content 
to stay,’ had it.not been for the bad drainage. 

My father an,d Mr. Dakyns* climbed the Puy 
de Ddme and several of the extinct volcanoes in 
the neighbourhood. Afterwards we drove to 
Mont Dore and La Bourboule ; the plain of 

t l^ir. Dakynt hid recentlf come to be our tutor j prevknuly |||f 
mother hid tiught my brother end myielf. 
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THE PYEEI^SS tS6x 

CJcrmpitt, wh^erc Pet^ tfec,H«|aiii prea^fhed the 
F|i 5| C^pmdiet and over which looked during 
thp is very fine. At Mont Dorc, while 

na^ J^i^j;i^ ,)mding some of the lUad out 
alou4^td hs, lltjdd boys came and stood outside 
%fndow in open-mouthed astonishment. 

• He took long^ walks there by the Dordogne, and 
one day when he came in from his walk wp 
heard him call “ Clough, come upstairs,” and in 
walked Mr. Clough. My father, Mr. Clough 
and' Mr. Dakyns made many expeditions to 
waterfalls and up mountains, Mr. Clough riding. 
We were deligmed with the gorgeous meadows 
of forget-me-nots, and yellow anemones. We 
left Mr. Clough at Mont Dore and dro've to 
Tulle and Perigueux, a quaint place with its old 
Roman Tower and Cathedral with grass-grown 
tower, church of St. Etienne, and city walls. 
Thence to Bordeaux, Tarbes, Bagn^res de 
Ihigorre where there was a magnificent thunder- 
storm at night, forked lightning of different 
dolours striking the mountains on either hand. 
From this place my father and Mr. Dakyns 
made an expedition up the Pic du Midi. When 
the climbers reached the summit, three great 
eagles, they aaid, kept swooping round wimout 
any perceptible movement of wing. On our 
drive from Bigorre to Bagn^res de Luchon, a 
brigand cut one of our trunks fr(^ behind the 
^rriage and wm making off with it, when our 
i^ver looked round and caught sight of *him, 
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ITME PYRENEES 

#h41re^ the :|i|^ ran oflT into the mountainti 
our ji^veir cratHcing his whip at him and shouting 
out Volleys ojTt break-jaw oaths. At Bara^ de 
Lttchon we lodged in a house among me mai”? 
fields, and oi^ night there was in the town a 

f rahd puppel show, a sliam fight betwofii ^ 
'rerich and the Chinese, illustrating some of thd 
incidents in Ihe Chinese war of i86oi Thri 
Eriglish were conspicuous by their absence. 
My father walked with Mr. Dakyns to the Port 
de Venasque and irito Spain, and to see the 
Cascade d’Enfer and other cascades, and the 
Lac D’Oo, and the Lac Vert, and up several 
mountains ; or sometimes he would ride on a 
white pony about the mountain valleys, one oi^ 
these being the Valine de Lys, which he much 
admired. Mr. Clough joined us again at Luchon. 
He and my father went together to the Cascade 
des DemoiselleSi He was with us too at Luz. 
My father was enchanted with the torrent of the 
Gave de Pau, he “ sat by it and watched it, arid 
seemed to be possessed by the spirit of delight^’ 
Mr. Dakyns and he climbed toward the Br^he 
de Roland, Mr. Clough meeting them on their 
rettrin in the Cirque de Gavarnie, where my 
father saitf that the phrase “slow dropping veils 
of tliirinest lawn” was taken from the central 
cailaact whic|) pours over the cliff. He observed 
thit Gavariie did not impress him quite so much 
this s#whm he was here before. It seemed 
to him “different, but still the finest thing fn 
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“ALL ALOIS© THB VALLEY” 1861 


the F3rrtnee8/* Mr. Clough notlted how silent 
n#'A^er wai» and how absorbed by the beauty 
of ^ SglMiiitaliis. On August 6th, my father’s 

at Cauianeesj-^his favourite 
vaiifcy* ^dbe Pyrenees. Be^re our windows we 
had the torrent rushing o^er. Its rocky bed from 
frr away ~^ong the mouhtaittt and falling in 
cataracts. Patches of snow lay on the peak& 
abo^ and nearer were great wooded heights 
gloriolas with autumnal colours, bare rocks here 
and there, and greenest mountain meadows 
bcdois^i He wrote his lyric “ All along the 
Valley”* ‘‘after hearing the voice of the torrent 
seemingly sound deeper as the night grew ” (in 
memory of his visit here with Arthur Hallam). 

And all along the valley, by rock and cave and tree, 
T^c voice bi the dead was a living voice to me. 

My ftither, Mr. Clough and Mr. Dakyns 
clknbra tp the Lac de Gaube, a blue, still lake 
apiong fir woods, where my father quoted to Mr. 

* Extract from Clough’s Jtumal: “ Sept. ist. The Tennysons 
arrived here at 6.30 yesterday. Tennyson was here with Arthur 
Hallam thirt}M>ne years ago i and really fintb g^eat pleasure in the 
place : they stayed hare and at Cauteretz. He is very fond of this 
pl^ce evidently.” 

“CloM^” said my fiither, “had great poetic feeling i he readme 
then hit *ln Mari Magno’ and cried like a child over it.” 

My falser was vexed that he had written “ two and thirty years 
ago” in fki|**All almig the Valley” instead of ^^one ftnd thirty 
years tgo," and as late as 1892 wished to alter it since he hated 
P^eiirt^y.. 1 persuaded him to let hi* hnt reading stan^ for the 
pH|m& hid lhamt to love the poem in its present form : and besides 
** mo Wd frdtty” was nune melodious. 
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tm THE “CTATELY PINE” 


Clough simile of the stately pine” in 
« The Princess,” which he made from a ptoe 
here on ui island in mid-stream between tWo 
cataracts. More pines he found had growh 
the side of tMs solitary pine that he remembo^ 
years ago. 

And Ifanding like a stately Pine 
•Set in a cataract on an island-crag, 

When storm is on the heights, and right and left 
Suck’d from the dark heart of the long hills roll 
The torrents, dash’d to the vale : and yet her will 
Bred will in me to overcome it or fall. 

My father clambered on to the Lac Bleu ; he 
said that the water was marvellously blue except 
where the shadow of the mountains made parts of 
the lake purple. My mother writes in her journal : 

“ We had a sad parting from Mr. Clough at 
Pau. There could not have been a gentler, 
kinder, more unselfish or more thoughtful com- 
panion than he has been. Among other kind 
things he corrected the boys’ little journals for 
them ; we' c^led him the ‘child-angel. After 
stopping at Pau for a few days we journeyed 
home by Dax, St. Emilion, Libourne, Tours and 
Amiens : and on our return A, said to me ; * I 
have seen many things in this tour I shall like to 
remember.’ ” 

My frther wrote to the Duke of Argyll on 
his return : 
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LETTER TO PUKE OF ARGYLL ise, 

Thb TemflK) London, i86i. 

My DEAR Puke, 

I had intended to write yesterday so 
that my Answer might have reached Cliveden on 
the, loth, and I scarce know why I did not: 
perhaps because in these chambers I had lighted 
on an old and not unclever novel Zohrab the 
Hostage; partly perhaps because I hgd fallen intcw 
a muse about human vanities and “ the glories of 
our blood and state ” (do you know those grand 
old lines of Shirley’s ?). This must have been 
suggested by the progress of His Majesty the 
Mayor doWn the Strand, where I was entangled 
for hialf an hour in a roaring crowd and hardly 
escaped unbruised however, what with the 
novel and what with the musing fit, I let the 
post slip ; but this morning let me sav that I am 
grateful for the enquiring ^ter myself and mine ; 
o|^ tnyself indeed I have no good account to 
rdhder, being very far from well, living at a 
friend’s rooms here in the Temple, and dancing 
attendance on a doctor, France, I believe, over- 
set me, and niore especially the foul ways and 
unhappy diet of that charming Auyergne : no 
amount of granite craters or chestnut-woods, or 
lava -streams, not the Puy de D6me which I 
climbed, nor the Glen of Royat, where I lived, 
nor the plain of Clermont seen from the bridge 
there, nor the still more magnificent view of the 
dead yoleanoi^ from the ascent to Mont Pore 
tohld make amends for those drawbacks : so we 
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1861 FEARS FOR FRESHWATER 

all fell sick by turns : my wife is better since 
our return, aftd the boys are well enough, tho’ 
they suffered too at the time ; but I remain with 
a torpid liver, not having much pleasure in any- 
thing ; yet I’ can still grieve with my friends* 
griefs, and therefore I am sorry for the occasion 
which exiles your good and kind Duchess, tho’ 
•it be but fof this December. I am sure the 
Duchess will sympathise with my disgust at 
having my Freshwater (where I had pitched my 
tent, taken with its solitariness) so polluted and 
defiled with brick and mortar, as is threatened } 
they talk of laying out streets and crescents, and I 
oscillate between my desire of purchasing land at 
a ruinous price in order to keep my views open, 
aYid my wish to fly the place altogether. Is 
there no njillionaire who will take pity on the 
wholesome hillside and buy it all up ? 

“Boadicea,” no, I cannot publish her yet, 
perhaps never, for who can read her except 
myself? I have half consented to write a litUc 
ode on the opening of the International Exhibi- 
tion. The commissioners prest me : I should 
never have^ volunteered ; for I hate a subject 
given me, and still more if that subject be a 
public one. Present my best remembrances to 
your Duchess and to [her mother] the Duchess 
of Sutherland. I am half afraid to inquire after 
her Grace’s eyesight lest I should bear ill news. 

Yours, my dear Duke, always, 

A. Tennyson. 


325 



LORD WFFERIN issi 

In Se|>tembeF Lord Dufiorin wrote : 

CtAHDiBOY, Belfast, Stpt. 1861. 

Mr DEAR Mr. Tennyson, 

I w<mder if you will think me very pre- 
sumpt^us for doing wW at last, after many months*^ 
he^tation, I have determined to do. 

You must know that here in my park in Ireland 
there rises a high hill, from the top of which 1 look 
down not only on an extensive tract of Irish land, but* 
also on St. Geode’s Channel t^^Mg tilue line of Scotch 
coast, and the mountains of the Isle of Man. 

''Ott the summit of this hill I have*built an old- 
wmrld tower which 1 have called after my mother 
‘‘ Helen’s Tower.” 

In it I have placed on a golden tablet the birthday 
versfes which my modier wrote to me on the day I came 
of ngey and I 'have spsu^ no pains in beautifying jt 
with imaginable devices. In fact my tower is a 
little ** Pakoe Of Art.” Beneath is a rough outline of 
its form and* rituation. 

Now there is only one thing wanting, to make it a 
perfect little gem of architecture and decoration and 
t]^^,is. **4 vc/te.” It is now ten years since it was 
bv^.. 9 Rd all that rime it has stood silent. Yet if he 
Ch^ there is one pteeon in the world able to endow it 
wiljl. thk priceless gift, and by sending me some little 
distich for it to crown it for ever with a glory 
it cannot otherwise obtrih, and render it a memorial of 
the |iersonai fiiettdship which its builder felt for the 

g>«ttx>rtof<»r .Be. ; Your, ever, Dv.™.-, 

f n iiEl^wer lines, 

and 4nfl^hi|ed» ** recurring 

'Piueadliwl*,'?' 



IWI DEATH gp PRINCE CONSORT 


Helen's Tower 

Helen’s Tower, here I stand, 

Dohlinint over sea and land. 

Soil's l(^e built me and I hold 
Mother’s love engrav’n in gold. 

Love i| in and out of time, 

I am niortal stone and lime. 

Would^y glpnte girth were strong 
As either love last as long ! 

I shqtftd wear my crown entire 
To and thro’ the Doomsday fire, 

And be found of angel eyes 
In earth’s recurring Paradise.* 

^ The fimcy of some poets and theologians that Pwradiie b to he 
the renovae^ earth, as, I dare say, you know* 

The death of the Prince Consort in December 
my father felt was a great loss to Britain and 
the Empire. He sent the first copies of his 
Dedication of the “ Idylls ” to the Princess Alve 
with the following letter : 

Madam, 

Having heard some time ago from 
Sir C. B. Phipps that your Royal Highne^ 
had expressed a strong desire that I should in 
some way “ idealize ” our lamented Prince, and 
being at that time very.uftwell^ I was unwilling 
to attempt the sub^itcC Decauiic I ^rSd that‘I* 
mi^t iscarce be able to do it Justice ; nor did 
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THi EiJiHJBITIOl ODE *86. 

I wrdll scfc how I should idealize a life which 
was in iteelf an ideal. 

. At last it seemed to me that I couM do no 
better than dedicate to his memory a booh which 
he himself had told me was valued by him. I 
am the more emboldened to send these lines to 
your Royal Highness, because having ashed the 
opinion of a lady who knew and truly loved 
and honoured him, she gaye me to understand 
by her reply that they were true and worthy 
oi^ h&: : whether they be so or not, I hardly 
knoW, but if they do not appear so, to your 
Royal Highness, forgive me as yoiir Father 
would have forgiven me. 

Though these lines conclude with an address 
to our beloved Queen I feel that I cannot do 
better than leave the occasion of presenting them 
to th? discretion of your Royal Highness. 

Believe me, as altogether sympathizing with 
your sorrow. 

Your Royal Highness’ 

faithiul and obedient servant, 

A, Tennyson. 


1862 


Jm. gth. Mv father recited in a rolling 
voice his new One for the opening of the Ex- 
hibition in the sununer.' He explained that 

May I, wt by Stemdale Bennett. One newt- 

^per tejbtvted Uut tl£#'poet>laureate was present, ** clothed in his 
grera itibu** (prohaUy a Inisprint for “bays”). 
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,86a PRINCESS ALICE 

the rhythm and composition were bamj^iered 
by the necessity of arranging it for a choir of 
4000 1 think for that kind of Ode 

the Irrefular bursts are an addition to its 
effectivtmess.”^ The lines on* the death of the 
Prince Conspft had to be put in after the first 
draft writ^n. My father was deeply grieved, 
not only by |he death of the Prince, but also 
by the death! of his two friends Clough and 
Godley. He wrote: “We have lost Clough: 
he died at .Florence of a relapse of malaria-fever : 
it gave me a great shock. I see that Godley too 
has gone : so we fall, one by one.” 

Jan. igth. Princess Alice wrote to my 
ftther about the Dedication of the “ Idylls ” to 
the Prince Consort : 


If words could express thanks and teal appredation of 
lines so beautiful, so truly worthy of the great pure spirit 
which inspired the author, Princess Alice would attempt 
to do it ; — but these failing, she begs Mr. Tennyron to 
believe how much she admires them, and that this 
tribute to the memory of her beloved Father touched 
her deeply. Mr. Tennyson coidd not have chosen a 
more beautiful or true testimonial to the naenmry o 
him who was so really good and noble, than the ^ica- 
tion of the ‘ Idylls of the King ’ which he so valued a^ 
admired. Princess Alice transmitted the lines to the 
Queen, who desired her to teU Mr. Tennyson, with her 
sincerest thanks, how much mov^ she vm <>«» 
them, and that they had soothed her acbng, 
heart, 9ie knows also how he would have admirea 

them. 
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CROWN PRINCSS8 OF PRUSSIA j86a 
Crowi PiinoMft of Prussift also wrote : 


Ftbrttary %%rd^ 1862. 

The first lime I ev« heard the “ Idylls of the King ” 
was last year, when I found both the ^een and Prince 

g uite in raptures about them. The first bit I ever 
eaM was the end of Guinevere,” the last two or three 
pa^ : the Prince read them to me, and I shall never 
imprearion it made upon mife hearii^ thoSfc 
grand ai^ rimple words in lus voice ! He did so admire 
d cannot separate the idea of King Arthur 
image of him whom I most revered on earth ! 
ilU^OSt ^ow the “Idylls of the King” by heart 
now ; they are really sublime ! 

Surely it must give the Author satisfaction to think 
that his words have been drpps of balm on the broken 
and loving hearts of the widowed Queen and her 
orphan chudren. 

Victoria, 

Crown Princess of Prussia, Princess Royal. 


Even the **calm Spedding” wrote enthusi- 
astically about the “ I>edication ” : 

The thing I had to say was merely that the Dedica- 
tion was, and continues to be, the most beautiful and 
touching thing of the kind that I ever read, to which 
I have nothing to add except that I find that to be the 
general opinion of men and women witlun my small 
circle of acquaintance. Not that I have heard it much 
talked of. But I t^nk that is because people are 
afiitud of not meeti ntf ^ ^th the sympathy they require 
Ip sutch a case, with smna <» my most intimate 
mendSt wbrnn I was frequently meetuig, not a .word 
pias|ad«<'about it ftn* weeks, till at last some accident 
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iMa LETTERS TO DUKE OF ARGYLL 

hrouffht it shyly oat, and we found we had been all the 
timSnking ex,«:tly dik^ . 

Hitncrto 1 hj|ve enjoyed the qvuet dignity belonpng 
to the e<Btor o| a book of good repute which every- 
body is willii^ be thought fanuliar with, but nobody 
rea(^ so the critics have taken thdr information from 
the preface, and^passed me to the respectable shelf with 
compliments. |ut now I come on ground [the Aijfr 
tf Francis where they have opinions of their 

omit and must he prepared for the rougher side of the 
critic tongue. Of dl cr«rtures that feed upon the 
earth, the professiond critic is the one whoM judgmmt 
I least vdue for any purpose except advertisement, but 
of all writers, the one whom he sits in judgment on is 
dso the one whom he is least qudified to ass^e a 
Superiority over. For is it likely that a man, who hM 
wntten a serious book about anything in the worl^ 
should not know more about that thing than one who 
merely reads his book for the purpose of reviewing it f 
But so it must be : and a discreet man must just let it 
be. What I want to know is whether men and women 
and children who care nothing about me, but tate ^ 
intelligent interest imthe subject, find the book readaWe, 
What its other merits are nobody knows so well as [1> 


Letters to the Duke of Argyll 


My dear Duke, 


Farrinoford, Ftb, 1 86 a. 


Many thanks for vour very interesting 
letter. Very touching is what you tell me a^i^ 
the Queen. I am of course exceedingly gratified 
that anything which I have written should have 
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tmVEm X86a 

the power to console one whom we all love • 
strange that a book ^ which, when it first appeared’ 
was pronounced by more than one clergyman as 
Panmeistic, if not, as (I think) one wiseacre 
cpinmentcd on it. Atheistic, should have such a 
powef,Ji|ut after all it is very little that words 
can do^ Time, time ! 

have written out for the Princess Roy ad 
“Gmnevere.” I do so hate re- 
W|^|l||;!;jiny own things that my pen refuses to 
trac<^:j||e ^ Dedication. 

** Ic^lls ** is enthusiastic, 
up with the affection of her father, 
as X would wish it to be. As to joining these 
with the “Morte d’Arthur,” there are two 
objections,— one that I could scarcely light upon 
hner close than that ghostlike passing away of 
the king, and the other that the “Morte” is 
older in style.® I have thought about it and 
arranged all the intervening Idylls, but I dare 
not set to work for fear of a failure, and time lost, 
r am now about ihy “Fisherman,” which is 
heroic too in its way. 

Yours ever, A. Tennyson. 


hdr. Tennyson any longer, I 
thii^ that I must Your-grace you till the end of 
the chapter. 


1 **Ia Memoium.** 

* * ‘“The X^oming and thft Pfiiuiig 
ajore wen in style, at dlsalinglrtth 
]>ewth.*'>MA. T. 


of Arthor’ are simpler and 
tEe awfulness of Birth and 







LETTERS 


_ Monday, March yd ^ i86a. 

dear Duke, 

I I1RV6 been out on & visit (4 very 
unusual proceeding on my part), and on return- 
ing found your letter, which a little dismayed 
me, for, as yo^ in the prior one had bound me 
by no promise of secrecy, I, in talking of Her 
Majesty and her sorrow, did say to two fHends, 
whom I bound by such a promise, that she had 
found comfort in reading “ In Memoriam,” and 
had made the private markings therein. 

I don’t suppose much harm would result even 
if these broke their promise, for that is all that 
could be reported ; still I am vexed, because if 
the Queen Wrd of the report she might fancy 
that her private comments were public prey. 
As to those very interesting ones communicated 
in your last, whether you had bound me to 
secrecy or not, I should not have dreamt of re- 
peating them : they are far too sacred ; and pos- 
sibly your caution of silence only refers to these., 
I hope so. I think it must be so. I wrote 
off the very day I returned to both my friends, 
urging them to abide by their promise, for in 
these days of half- unconscious social treachery 
and multitudinous babble I felt that 1 ought to 
make assurance doubly sure. You can scarce 
tell how annoyed I have been. 1 hope the 
Princess Royal got my note and inclosure, but 
she bas not acknowledged it. My letters, I 
believe, have ere this been opened and stopt at 
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our little Yarmouth P.O. but not in the present 
Postmastei^s time. 

My best remembrances to the Duchess. 

.Yours ever, A. Tennyson, 



>$AM Duke, 


March 26thf 1862. 


I latVk ^ beast and like to keep 

questions, what sort of 
on entering Her ^ private 
yi^hether to retreat backward ^ or 

lyt'to hear that you were the worse 
ittniiey. I myself am raven -hoarse 

Yours ever, A. Teis^yson. 


My dear Duke, 

^ As you were ki^^ e^u^^ 
you would mention Woqlner’s name to the 
Pueen, 1 send a photograph of a work of his, 
which Gladstone, who saw it the other day, pro- 
nounced the first ^,he had seen aftet the 

antique. The <^14reil:,^e '^bomas FairbairnX 
deaf and dumb|4<9|dBiNl^ :^rtainly, but inl&ultely 
pathetic. ._.if -I’lj'/'- 

I do not say*, ihow ^t^^^ to Her Majesty, you 
know best, but a^mit thit myself and Gladstone 
CUT admiradoa., 

Yotirs evc% A» TkjskYsoN. 

• 



THE QTJEEN 


iMa 

My father^ s first visit to the Aprils 1862,* 

after th( death of the Prince Consort 

A. was much afiected by his interview with 
the Queen. said that she stood pale and 
statue-like bdfbre him, speaking in 2 <)uiet, 
unutterably sj^ voice. “ There was a kind of 
stately innocence about her.” She said many 
kind things to him, such as “ Next to the Bible 
‘ In Memoriam ’ is my comfort.” She talked of 
the PHnce, and of Hallam, and of Macaulay, 
and ol' Opethe, and of Schiller in connection with 
him, and said that the Prince was so like the 
picture^ ^ Arthur Hallam in “In Memoriam,*** 
even t£»^ l|is blue eyes. When A. said that he 
thought ^ ^at the Prince would have made a 
great ki^g* she answered, “ He dways said that 
it did not signify whether he did the right thing 
or did not, so long as the right thing was done.” 

A. said, “We all grieve with your Majesty,’,’ 
and the Queen replied, “The country has been 
kind to me, and I ^ tttkh^l.” 

the Queen had withdrawn. Princess 
Ali^^^Came in with Princes* Beatrice. 

Aiier the interview my ^ther wrote to Lady 
Augusta Bruce : * 

* Thi» acedunt wm written down by my mother i mm e di ately 
•fter my fiHthmr’t uxam from Otbome. 

* Afreri^i^ the wife of De«n Stenley, then Ledy-m-Weiang to 
the Queen. 
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^FaArinoford, ^r»7 ly/A, i86a, 
.Augusta, 


my l^ftcy best thanks for your 
, tetter^^^^ r that it was written 

ev^ii^' df that%ay when I called at 
k^JLy ijut lr<jtej^(i:-it orily yesterday; then 
■* 1 * vwuld wait till the prints^^ 


th 0 .. ... ^ 

a$ tfilby have ;not, I will nof delay 

ioSg of hfavi^ sppken with *con- 
|ion to the |^ecn, but I have a 
t recollection of what I did say. 
which perhaps you may think less 
le-^^^o I very well recollect what Her 
Mijesty said to me : but I loved the voice that 
spoke, for being very blind !!* am much led by 
the voice, and blind as I am and as I told Her I 
was, I yet could din||yf.btjrceive so great an 
expression of sweetnesOiT Her countenance as 



mt 


ebmjiltme! 



made liie wroth with 
Vi'site of H.M. w 
Will you ' say, as y 
how Meeply 

prints 

proposes to 
^alue Her 
Alice. 

Mature 


\ ^ -.r 


imperfect cartes de. 

op<^^ sent me. 
:oW how to say it, 
to Hef h^ajesty for 
of Him wjuch She 
howysijry m^h I shall 
charm^ \d|% Pnneess 
ine what calls eine 

^pnit ws«. the highest 
paid to a woiiian i 


tttu «ad Prince Contort. 
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LETTERS 


and the little Beatrice with her long tresses was 
very captivating; Thank ybu also toy what yeu 
tell me of your own family. True, as you, 
write, I often receive similar communications, 
but the .value of thesf depends pn the Value of 
those from whom they come.. I often scar^ 
believe that I have ddi^^any thing, especially 
when I meet^with too dowery complimei^^ liut 
when I knos^ that I am spoken to. stn^mly, as 
by your La(^ship, I Ijft my he||d a Utde, and 
rejoice that I am not altogether useless. 

Believe me, yours very truly, 

A. Tennyson. 



CHAPTER XIII 

DERBYSHIRE AND YORKSHIRE 
LETTERS 

1862-1864^ 

During this summer, after finishing his “ Enoch 
Arden,”* or “The Fisherman” as he called it 
then, my father went with Palgrave for a tour to 
Derbyshire and Yorkshire. On his return I 
remember hearing him express delight at the 
beauties of Haddon Hall, and at the glories of 
the Peak cavern. The guide had asked the 
travellers, before entering the cavern, at what 
scale they would wish to see the Great Hall 
illuminated, for when the Emperor of Russia 
had been there, he had chosen the most mag- 
nificent of the illuminations offered. My father 
answered : “ Let us be as grand as Emperors for 
once ” : and Palgrave and he were amply re- 

' See Appendix, p. 351, fpr Reminiscences by Thomas Wilson 
and William Allingham, i8<$3-64. 

* See FitzGerald’s “Hints for ‘Enoch Arden”’ in Appendix, 
P* 35 S* 
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i863 tour with palgrave 

warded by the wonderful colour-effects product, 
and especially by the display of the crimson ftPe. 
From Castleton they went to Ripon, Leyhjam^ 
Middleham, Wensleydale, Bolton, and Slupton. 
My fiithcr told me that it was at Middleham 
Castle he had made the lines in “ Geraint and 
Enid”: 

* And here had fall’n a great part of a tower, 
Whole, like a crag that tumbles from the cliff. 
And like a crag was gay with wilding flowers. 

At Christmas a greeting from Edward Fit®*' 
Gerald came : 

Market Hill, Woodbrioob, 
1862. 

Let me hear how you both are and your boys, and 
where you have been this summer. 

I have, as usual, nothing to tell of myself : boating 
all the summer and reading Clarissa Harltme since ; 
you and I used to talk of the book more than 20 years 
ago. I believe I am better read in it than almost any 
one in existence now. No wonder, for it is almost 
intolerably tedious and absurd. But I can’t read the 
Adam Bedes, Daisy Chains, etc. at all : I look at my 
row of Sir Walter Scott, and think with comfort that 
I can always go to him of a winter evening, when no 
other book comes to hand. 

I think you must come over here one summer-day, 
not till summer, but before more summers are gone. 
Else, who knows? Do you smdce ? I sometimes talk 
vnth seafaring men who come from Boston in billyboys, 
and from Goole, and other places in the Humber, and 
then I don’t forget the coast of Locksley Hall. 
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RUMOUR OF A BARONETCY 1863 


1863 

January my father wrote to Frederick 
Lpdi^er, sending at the same time a volume of 
his poems for his daughter Eleanor : 

Farringford, 

Jan . 3IJ/, 1863. ' 

Dear Mr. Locker, 

I am glad that your young lady ap- 
proves of my little book. Why wouldn’t you 
let me give it to her ? 

As to this canard of a Baronetcy, I remember 
the same foolish rumour arising some years ago, 
and with some little trouble I put it down, or it 
died down of itself. In this instance the notice 
had been out in the Athenaum several days 
before I heard of it, but I answered the first 
letter which alluded to it, by declaring that the 
rumour was •wholly unfounded ; so that, as no 
Baronetcy has been offered, there is less reason 
for considering your friendly pros and cons as to 
acceptance or refusal ; if it had, I trust that 
I should have had grace and loyalty enough 
to think more of the Queen’s feelings than my 
own in this matter. I mean whichever way I 
answered. Both myself £md my wife have been 
somewhat vexed, and annoyed, by all this chatter. 

Kind regards to Lady Charlotte. I shall be 
glad to see you here, whenever you like to come 
our way. Froude promised me he would come 
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1863 “WELCOME TO ALEXANDRA” 


in January, but January is breathing his last 

Yours very truly, 

Alfred TennySw, 

On March 6th my father sent olF his 
“Welcome to Alexandra.” He would like to 
.have seen the pageant at the Prince of Wales’ 
wedding, but his ticket for the Chapel only 
arrived on the loth, having been mis-sent. 

After the arrival of the Princess of Wales in 
England, Lady Augusta Bruce wrote : 

Windsor Castle, 

March ithy 1863. 

Dear Mr. Tennyson, 

Last night, a few minutes after the advent Of 
the lovely Bride, while I felt my heart still glowing 
from seeing the look of inexpressible brightness, con- 
fidence, and happiness, with which she alighted on the 
threshold of Windsor Castle and threw her^f into the 
arms of her new family, your letter, and the beautiful 
lines of welcome it enclosed, were put into my hands.^ 

I cannot convey to you the impression they made on 
me, or how I longed to put them into the hands of our 
beloved ^een, W I longed that the heart of Ae 
nation should be moved and touched by them, as mine 
had been, that the noble, soul-inspiring feeling of which 
we have witnessed the outburst, should find itself so 
expressed. The Queen’s response to your words was 
aU that I had expected. Her Majesty d^ra me to 
thank you very warmly, and to tell you with how 
pleasure she has read the lines, ^ and how much she 

1 “A Welcome,” published by Moxon (Maich, 1863). 
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xhniui^ IWiuai thogu be 


^ l^trem^ hoj*. bu. «ery 
^^ord, and gesture more than 

VXof ^ d«ir«. 

^ pnnee, the Countrv 

^ ofthTt 

^t^“bSCts?b '^4 

& w.y.1 ' 

ftrifi ftf. ;* - J^y *® ^he has 

« *• do- ^ ’^‘‘’ "*'■“”« 

I remain yours truly, 

Augusta Bruce. 


?”* indignation aMinai 

8jg»tic dva wj 

Ipi^ed forward anxiously to^the totol 
^^0 laf ^very t* but he haJi hoped^ tha?U 

^ graSuaUyand 

» >°<* to wrote Mrs 


=!>««• Uf the 


^i^na ‘Glory, Gloiy, kallelujth ! ' 
I& loal toe^muckiagW . . / 

3 *» 



,»8 TO OSB^NB 

Bradley# ** Itlce a bright burning light 
like an inward fire that might conr^ 

Ufc.” 

. In May ^ Queen asked my hy 
could do f4r him, and he said: 

Madam, buf shake my two boys by ^ . ^ 
It may kee^ them loyal in the troublous tim^ 
no come.” So on the 9th Her Majesty sent for 
us all to Osborne. We lunched widi Lady 
Augusta Bruce, and drove vnth herein the 
grounds. . . 

After returning to the Palace we waitef in 
the drawing-room, and the Queen came to us. 
All the Princesses came in by turns. Prince 
Leopold also. 

My mother wrote : 




“The Queen is not like her portraits, her 
face is full of intelligence and is very mobile and 
full of sympathy. A. was delighted with ‘the 
breadth and freedom of her mind. We talked ^of 
everything in heaven and earth. Shadw of pain 
and sadness often passed over the Queen s face. 

On -the nth a Queen’s messenger rode over, 
bringing from- Her Majesty Guizofs edition of 
Prince Albert’s JSpeec/iesy In der ^dlle by Kari 
Sudhoff, Lkder des Leides by Albert Zelf^, and 
an Album of the Queen’s, in which A. w^ to 
umte sewnething.” He wrote out “ along 
the .Valley,” and the next day sent the following 
letter to Lady Augusta Bruce : 

343 



Mm3M 


t963 



1863. 

ife yesterday to overlook 
M^esty .sent ntfe. I did 
m - in . the beginning by the 
. 1 ^ . .. . ^ G«ette% 8ci dcr 

kiiiik poem 

«<> me one ofvthc* 
gi|ald^ thinig^ ^hich Goethe or any other man 
Mi tirtitten. Perhaps some time or other the 
Qd^ will allow me to look at the book again. 

^e little song which I inserted in it was 
rape^ted to H.M. last year by the Duke of 
Amyll who told me that she approved of it, 

^ graceful to give an un- 

published than an already printed one. 

Cauteretz, which I had visited with my friend 
before I was twenty, had always lived in my 
recollection as a sort of Paradise ; when I saw it 
once more, it had become a rather odious water- 
ing-place, but the hills wore their old green, 
and the roaring stream had the same echoes as of 
old. Altogether I like the little piece as well as 
anything I have written : I hope I wrdte it out 
correctlyw-^Of ^1' ^ very touch hurried — and I 

^ yourself I somewhere 

or otl^r made pure nonsense of a sentence by 
an * of* for an * a ’ or * smd.* 

I 1^^ read GuizoPs Prefoce, which is Just 
dtoat p^ought to be— rcotopact, careful, rever- 
ential r I have also dipt slightly into the Medita- 



i8«S 

urns and I have read' o£ 
approve o^ t^cir one dtfect?;^; nae. 1 
di£em the ^erm^ thr0ii|8k Ac 
Passages jiere^uid there whi^ wo^ 
natural in th4 original read i little 
in our yet I find’ my appreciatibn w 

these e#ays 44arce leseened by feeling Aat Aey 
nee jfc tidnsjatibn. They are true-hearted, tender, 
and ipl^cing, and contrasting advantageously wiA 
pur disquisitions on Aese subjects. Does H.M. 
know ■ the sermons of Robertson of Brighton ? 
he died young, not very long ago. These have 
always appeared to me the nxost spiritual utterances 
of any minister of the church in our times. 

I am glad that the Queen remembers my visits 
with pleasure, and refers to the conversation she 
held with us, not without interest. 

It was very good of you to think of bringing 
the book : we were sorry, it could not be. 

Believe me, dear Lady Augusta, 

Yours very truly, 

A. Tennyson. 

My w;rote to the Duke of Argyll : 

FAfWNOFOaO, 

_ May 1863, 

My dear Duke, . 

I have delayed so long grantmg me 
« absolution,” » Aat like enough by ^s time 
you may have forgotten that you desired it. 

* BeUttie the Duke iMId repeeted to the Qveeo **A11 elMtl *•»« 
Villejr." 
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sinoiiig 

tiitt,^Ud to iiave givca 
^on Qi|e«^ tefewl too that you 

! ®®* i«*^^ Woiiritc seat which 

regretted- 

*tt were Gladstone was 

W«th me. I Ifeiiiet fcm before, but bad 
S^w““ so neatly- .Very pleasant, and 
v«^mtere8ting he was, even when he discoursed 

P®®P*® a little 

hobby-horsml .- let him be. His hobby-horse , 
ts of the int^iect and with a grace. 

vv Yours ever, A. Tennyson. 

In the summer we went on a tour to York 
Harrowgate, Ripon and Fountains Abbey : my 

'T** «s translation of liomer, 
and With his Alcaics to Milton. 

S inventor of harmonies, 

^8 of Time or Eternity, 
<^-gifted organ-voice of England, 
iMatohi d name to resound for aees 

Ws^ithj id^reiit experiments in Classical 
pc^ published in the Comhill for 
ibcr, my ilnde F redeiidk wrote as follows : 




a > 1 ^ poor 

su4den death, #||c|ji I jthought i% ^ possibkhpl^B 
never haye b^his solitw^ and indiffwenw^ 

newspapers. I* J^b rite he has been ill vnth Ms cjd 
complaint, blocHTfo the head, and exacts to be taib 
off by it in Afe lad j M h(M}^ riiay be suddenly, thkt 
he may hot hri^ a^ ari:’t«lidc in a paralysed state. 
But there is “ iProwdencri ^ shapes our end*,** and 
►whatever those ends ma^y be* rippther apoplexy, paralyra, 
or the punless separatiitm || man from hisintflgu- 
ments, or natural death, nbi^a viay diifruant thing 
puttittf off your clothw to go to bed, no doubt 
poor Fitz cannot sw a hand’s breadth before him in 
these matters) ail is for the best. I read Alfred’s 
experiments in Classical metres in the CornhiU, and 
think them clever, though I prefer the tranitoion 
from Homer. I send him an Itah^ sonnet which 
I am rather proud of, though Petrti^: ‘would stand 
aghast at it, and Dante would tell me to nund my 
own business. 

Mr. Jowett, Mr. W. G. Clark (Public Orator 
at Cambridge), Dr. and Mrs. Butler, and the 
Bradleys were among our guests at Farringford. 
The flow of my Other’s jests and stories, when 
he had sympathetic listeners, whs inexhaustible : 
and this party was particularly sympathetic. 

One evening they were talking of repartee, 
and my flither said, laughing : would give 

all my poems to have made the two fottcnidng 
retorts courteous, (i) A certain Emperor^ seeing 
at Court a man said to be very like mm, bkoted 
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J^i>u «rc wwy family : is it possible 

^ at'^ourt ? * * No ! 

tt»ai|f «b«t jiiy father ^as/ (2) 
Jhe #mcc^Regeirt, b eifei^, P pytamouth .one 
4m m se^iig Jack ' ^iWiPliiti w the street, 
slwuted put m Ws rc|^^^pIoa, Towers, 
I hew you we tel&d in Ports- 

mouth I Towersril^ .tvifh,?Slow bow, vi 

come here« 

tO'il^e-away my rhat ^^ k^-* 
t ffo also thought tSi tWc of the neatest 
^artees^were (i) the reply of Sir Thomas 
Bjore, who had just been made Chancellor, to 
Manners, who had jijst been made Earl of 
^pand. igSfePP®**® had made the satirical 
*J^Biitg arc, my lord, lest “Honores 
More replied : « That goes 
better m lH»t, ‘Take care, my lord. lest 
Honours change Manners.*” ( 2 ) The reply 
of the Italian lady to Napoleon who observed 
to her, “Tutti Italiani sono perfidi.” “Non 
tutti, ma Buona pwte.” 

At the end of December my father was 
fimshtng “Aylmer’s Field.” said.: “The 
fitorjr is incalculably difficult to t^l, the dry facts 
are so prosaic in themselves.” He often pointed 
otft ^ ^w hard he had found such andJni^ a 
pi^^.hpw m&ffi snoik arid. thCfught»i^3iad 
' 'fb|r' ihsttnict^ 'the ■ lawyer ■ at ■ -^a^^n 
J *?>f lomprins old Aylmer 
; thn ,Shle^.i iFs liked his oWn dri^^ 
i%« 


,863 T0 SWINBURNE 

tions of English landscftpe^ and of 
covered with crdfepers ; and ca^ially the 
about thtf Trateller’s Joy. 




was written by my 
questioned him as to 


The foil 
father to a 
his belief in^^ 

Sir, 

I ha^, questions, 

but I am not % Go4 dr^a disembodied spirit that 
I should answer them. I can only say that I 
sympathize with your grief, and if faith mean 
anything at all it is trusting to those instincts, 
or feelings, or whatever thcj n^ay be called, 
which assure us of some life 


iNYSON, 


1 &’- 


He also wrote to Mr. Swinburne about 
“ Atalanta in Calydon ” t 

My dear Sir, 

Acoj^pt my congratulations on the 
success of youf?Grc®K play. I had sonae strong 
objections to parts of it, but these I think have 
been modified, by a re-perusal, and at any rate 
I dbMaw you would not care to hear mem; 
liii 5 ^*»^wever is one.^^l8 it fair for ^ -Gr^k 
abuse *the Deity ^mething in the 
rrf;Pthc Hebrew prophets ? 

it is many a long day since I have 
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LETTER TO SWINBURNE 1863 

read anything so fine ;'ibr it is not only carefully 
widtten, but it has -both strengtK and splendour, 
and shows moreover that you have a fine metrical 
invention which I envy you. 

Yours very truly, A. Tennyson. 
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(|>. 338.) Reminiscences by Thomas Wilson and 
William Allinoham 

1863-64 

Mr. Wilson writes : 

We used frequently to walk together with the boys, 
soi)Aepm^:<'draii|^ing Mrs. Tennyson in her little four-wheeled 
cai^fiage\^blig the Downs, towards the Needles, through 
Maid^’ii Croft over the little rustic bridge across the lane, 
whesv sometimes inquisitive strangers used to lie in wait to 
catd^ a sight of the Poet. 

linden’s Croft reminds me of Mr. Tennyson’s resentment 
of hifr. Ruskin’s criticising his line in “ Maud ” as a “ pathetic 
fallacy”: 

And left the daisies rosy. 

“ Why,” he said, “ the very day I wrote it, I saw the daisies 
rosy in miden’s Croft, and thought of enclosing one tb 
Ruskin labelled ‘A pathetic Macy.’” I remember asking 
him if unselfishness was the essence of virtue? his reply was 
“ Certainly.” 

Not unfrequently I used to have evening talks with him on 
the way up to bed, looking at the many pictures that adorned 
the staircase : these he said he looked at far more fr^uently 
than pictures in the room. On one of these occasions, as 
he was holding a candle to examine some book or picture (for 
he was very near-sighted), his wavy dark hair took nre ; I was 
for putting it out: “Oh, never mind,” he said, “it depends 
upon chance burnings.” 

He spoke of “the wind tcnrturing the roof,” and used often 
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yi 

to mount outside the roof fipm his attic;<jutinh^j 16 admire 
th|{ ml^nlight, and the sound of the breal^ in th6 Bay. He 
wi^ so i^ort-;^iehted that die f^oon^ without a glass, seemed to 
him like a shiem across the sky.^ "" 

came into my room one day looking for anv new book 
to f^d upon : he took down one by Stevenson called Praying 
and IVorking^ an account of German Ragged Schools ; he told 
me id^erwards he had read it with great pleasure ; he was keen 
to get Dc Morgan’s From Matter to Spirit. 

^^/On Lionel’s birthday we acted a little Play or Charade: 
first scene, to represent the word ^lion,* was the interlude 
Pyramus and Thisbe from Midsummer Night's Dreamy^ 
ibe Servants were admitted to the performance, and laughed 
heartily at Wall, the Moon, and other grotesque characters. 
Tennyson remarked that this confirmed his opinion of the 
enduring popularity of broad Comedy in England. 

,, Tennyson always said that his childhood had been at times 

S unhappy $ and his desire was to make Hallam and Lionel’s 
ihood as happy as possible: he encouraged Lionel, who 
had some talpnt for drawing, to copy natural objects. 

He used sometimes to read aloud in the evening, in a deep 
sustained sonorous voice. I remember little Hallam warning 
me not to trouble him when he was smoking his first morning 
pip^ when he used to think that his best inspirations came. 

At th6 time of these Recollections I was not in good health, 
somdi&<» suffering from fits of melancholy ; on one such 
occastoii he said, ^*If you wish to kill yourself don’t do it 
here^ to Yarmoutn and do it decently”; on another 
occasiofijb^ said, ‘‘Just go grimly on.” I once spoke of Christ 
as an example of failure. “ Do you,” said he, “ c^l that failure 
which has altered the belief and the social relations of the 
whole world i ” 

Mti Allmghani writes : 

fOct. yeL 1863. Saturday. We drove to Farringford 
(Mrs. Af, Cloi^h and W. A.), picking up on the way Pollock 
ai|d his son. Drawing-room tea,^Mrs. Tennyson in white, 1 

. aii<l that he never eaw.the tyroi Snd etart in the tail of ^Urta Major** 

i^pmte. hit eyM they intermct^ one another. 
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can soiiai^me$ freely hear her low tones. Mts. Cameron, 
dark, shdtt, ^arp-eye^ one hears very distinctly. I wanddired 
to the bopk-table where Tennyson joined me: He praised 
Worsley’s Odyssey. In a book or Latin versions from his own 
poetry ne found some slips in Lord Lyttelton’s Latin Oytherea 
FenuSy etc. ‘‘ Did I find Lymington very dull ? ” I told him 
that since coming there I had heard Cardinal Wiseman lecture 
(on Self-culture), Spurgeon preach, and seen Tom Sayers spar. 
‘‘More than I have,” he remarked. In taking leave he $aid| 
‘5 Come to-morrow.” 

Oct. ^th. I walked over alone to Farringford, found 
Mrs. Tennyson,' the two boys and their tutor. Tennyson 
luncheon. “What do we know of the feelings of insects'? 
Nothing.” Tennyson takes me upstairs to his “den” on the 
top storey, and higher, up a ladder, to the leads. He often 
comes up here at night to look at the heavens. . . . Then we 
went down and walked about the grounds, looking at a cedar, 
a huge fern, an Irish yew. The dark cedar in “Maud,” 
“sighing for Lebanon,” he got at Swainston, Sir John 
Simeon’s. . . . We went down the garden, past a"Wge fig-tree 
growing in the open, “ like a breaking wave.” Contradictions 
from hm are no way disagre^ble : and so to the farmyard. 
“ Have you a particular feeling about a farmyard ? ” he asked, 
“ a special delight in it ? I have. The first time I read 
Shakespeare was on a hay-stack, Othello^ I said, ‘ Thisf man’s 
overrated.’ Boys can’t understand Shakespeare.” We spoke 
a little of the Shakespeare “Tercentenary,” next year. “Most 
people pronounce ‘Arbutus’ wrong, with the second syllable 
long. ‘ Clematis ’ too, which should be ‘ Cle-matis.’ In the 
passage, or somewhere near it, I noticed a dusty phial hanging 
up with some dried brown stuff in it (left by the last owners of 
Farringford). “It is a Lar,” he said, with a twinkle in his 
eyes. “ And what else is it ? ” I asked.lr^ “ An old bottle of 
Ipecacuanha.” We looked at the great magnolia stretching 
up to the roof; then into the hail and saw some fossils* 
“ Man is so small ! ” he said, “ but a fly on the wheel.” Mrs. 
Clough was in the house, and she and I now departed, 
Tennyson coming with us as far as the little south postern 
opening on the lane. ... In parting he said to me, “ 
shall see you sometimes ? ” which gladdened me. 
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Latsr. We (W. A. md Rev. W. Barnes, the Dorsetshire 
drove in a fly to Farringford, where Tennyson, Mrs. 
Tennyson, Miss Tennyson, met us in the hall. ^Tennyson 
and Barnes at once on ea^ terms, having simple poetic minds 
and ^mutual good-will. Talk of ‘‘Ancient Britons, barrows, 
roads,” etc. I to upper room to dress, Tennyson comes in to 
me, and w^o do,wn together. Dinner : stories of Ghosts and 
Dreams. To drawing-room as usual, where Tennyson had 
his port. Barnes no wine. Tennyson said, “Modern &me is 
nothing : I’d rather have an acre of land. I shall go dow% 
down ! Pm up now. Action and reaction.” T ennyson went 
upstairs by himself. Tea. Enter Mrs. Cameron (in a funny* 
red open-work shawl) with two of her boys. Tennyson 
reappeared, and Mrs. Cameron showed a small firework toy 
called “Pharaoh’s Serpents,” a kind of pastille which when 
lighted twists about in a wormlike shape. Mrs. Cameron said 
they were poisonous, and forbade us all to touch. Tennyson 
in defiance put out his hand. “ Don’t touch ’em,” shrieked 
Mrs. Cameron. “You shan’t, Alfred!” But Alfi^ed did. 
“ Wash your hands then ! ” But Alfred wouldn’t, and rubbed 
his moustache instead, eiyc^ing Mrs. Cameron’s agonies. 
Then she said to him, “Will you come to-morrow to be 
{flxbtomphed ? ” He, very emphatically, “No ! ” Then she 
turned to me, “ You left a Great Poet out of Nightingale Valley^ 
and have been repenting ever since in sackcloth and ashes, eh ? ” 
She meant Henry Taylor. I tried to say that the volume was 
not a collection of s^imens of poets, but she did not listen. 
Then she s^d graciously, “ Come to-morrow and you shall be 
taken, and (whispers) you shall see Madonna, eh ? ” Madonna, 
otherwise called Island Mary, being one of her pretty servants 
whom she photographs as the Virgin, etc. This eh ! and hm ! 
makes a droll little nnish to many of Mrs. Cameron’s sentences. 
She is extremely clever, and good-natured. Tennyson and I 
went out to the porch with Cameron, where her donkey- 
chair was waiting in the moonlight. We looked at some of 
her own photographs on the walls, and at one of Henry Taylor. 
Tennyson said to one of the Cameron boys« “All your mother’s 
geese are swans and all her Taylors are go<B ! ” “ What’s that ? ” 
says Mrs. Cameron, who only heard part ; upon which Tennyson 
repeated the words, introducing them with “ Your son says,” 
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at which we all laughed, whether the kdy enjoyed it or not. 
But she was candid enough on her part* Tennyson asked^lier 
would sh^ photograph Mr. Barnes? But she said «^No.” 
She objected to the top of his head* 

.Tennyson now took Barnes and me to his top room. 
“ Darwinism, Man from Ape, would that really make any differ- 
ence ? ” “Time is nothing (said T.) : are we not all part or 
Deity ? ” Pantheism,” hinted Barnes, who was not at ease in 
this sort of speculation. <‘Well,” s^s Tennyson, ‘‘I think 
2 believe in Pantheism, of a sort.” Barnes to bed, Tennyson 
and I up ladder to the roof and looked at Orion ^ then to my 
room, where more talk. He liked Barnes, he said, but he w 
not accustomed to strong views theologic.” We talked of 
Browning, for whom Tennyson had a very strong personal 
regard. ‘‘ I can^t understand how he should care for my poetjjy. 
His new poem has 15,000 lines : there’s copiousness ! 'Good 
night.” Bed about i. 

(P* 33 80 Hints for “ Enoch Arden ''from Edward 
FitzGerald (1862), in a letter to my mother 

How is it that your note has been unanswered this month or 
more ? Why, a mrtnight of the month I didn’t see it at all ; 
being aw^ with a sister in Norfolk ; and the remaining fort- 
night? Why I kept thinking I might tell you something 
about the fishing questions you ask me : I mean, about tellif g 
you anything^^ 2L\so\xt fishermen, etc. Well, somehow, what 
little I know on such matters won’t turn im on demand : 
perhaps it would undemanded if you and A. T. were in my 
boat one summer day on this poor river, or plunging over its 
bar into the German Seas. Ah I Alfred should never have left 
his old county with its Mablethorpe sea. As to the definite 
questions you ask on the subject, I can only answer for the 
customs in such matters hereabout. 

1. There is no apprenticeship to fishing: any one takes 
any one who comes hudy, etc., even in the Deep-Sea fishtne, 
i.e. not along the coast, but out to the Dogger Imk, Scotian^ 
Ireland, etc. 7 for cod-fish) ; any one may go who can get a berth. 
Only a little while ago, a lad was telling me at Aldbro’ 
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how he first went, as a boy of 13 : he hid himself in the stern 
of boat that was pushing olF to the smack : and when they 
were well off shore, he pushed up his head from under ropes, 
etc., and the Master ” only said, What ! is thee* that devil 
of a boy ? You^l be glad enough to be at home again befpre 
along ! ^ and so took him out to sea ; and now the lad has his 
148. a week (grown to 19 years old) like the rest. 

2. “ May fishermen act as pilots, or must they be of a Guild 
of pilots ? ” Tes^ properly : no one is authorized to become a 
pilot, unless he has served his time as mate in a square-rigged 
vessel {i.e. nothing under a brig : even a schooner won’t do). 
When he has so served a certain time, he has to pass examina- ' 
tions before (I think) the Trinity Board and so is admitted or 
not to be of the Guild. But, when all the authorized pilots in 
a place are exhausted (as will happen when many foreign ships 
pass, etc.), then a fisherman or other «;2authorized sailor will 
go : being called a ‘‘ Brummagem Pilot.^^ 

Oh dear ! this is very learned, very useless, I dare say. But 
you ask me and I tell my best. I have been almost tempted 
to write you out some morsels of Dampier’s Voyages which I 
copied out for myself: so fine as they are in their way I think, 
but they would be no use unless A. T. fell upon them by 
chance : for^ of all horses, Pegasus least likes to be dragged to 
drink. I love Captain Cook too : what fine English his, in 
the Johnsonian da)^ I I remember, 10 years ago, telling Alfred 
at Brighton of son^ poor little verses found in the Prayer-Book 
of a seafaring son of our old coachman, who died at sea : and 
Alfred took the pipe out of his blessed old lips to remurmur one, 
which Thacker^ pooh-poohed. Along the coast here are many 
peculiar ahd fine Scandinavian words, which are not registered 
even by our provincial glossarists (who have dealt chiefly with 
the inl^d husbandman people). 

Well, I shan’t go on more about this unless you desire some 
more. About the photographs of A. T., thank you for them ; 
as you think one of them very good, I have no doubt it is so : 
but what becomes of the eyes ? I had seen some bigger ones, 
which made a sort of Rembrandt Burgomaster of him : but in 
reality I don’t much love photographs : though I asked you for 
one, because I knew they were always going on : and I sincerely 
thank you for sending me (1 dare say) the best. 
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This is vile weak scribbling, after two glasses of b-r-n-d-y 
and water too (Sunday evening). ^ 

I saw (in Norfolk) that Yarrell does give that human note 
to the plover : so I dare say he is right, and my friends on the 
ri^r here wrong. I see too that Yarrell writes the word 
“Curlew as French ^^Couvre lieu^^ (/ think)^ supposed to be 

A. T. say anything better than 
an Aldbro fisherman said of a boat-^Humph) “ Ah !— She 
go like a Wiolin^ she do ! ”) 

• Some Summer— some Summer day send the old wretch here, 
where nobody scarce knows his name (don’t be angry, Mrs. 
•A. T.), though a duller place is not ! but an ugly river 

(and a dirty sea) 

(and E. F. G.) 

which is my poem Q. E. D. 

rP.S. Leave the scrap of Cook on the floor, in Alfred’s way: 
don t give it him.) 


SfHi CtNfrtl Llbniy. 
Govt of Wf*t 
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